
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONSEPTEMBER 01, 2026, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityAttorney BillFile, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor andCity
Manager’sExecutive Assistant Susan Miller, andRecorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey.  Council Members:   
Janine Bullock, KipBuchanan, Frank Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Sherrie Hunter,  
andCody Reedy. Thefollowing Cityemployees were present:  ITTechnician MattBlake, ITDirector Luke
Miller, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works MikeBolen, BPDChief Dean Bailey, FireMarshal/Code Official
ChrisGraham, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Beckley Events Director TrishMorgan. ABSENT:  Parks &  
Recreational Director Leslie Baker

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer ledbyCouncilman Williams.   

Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer,  

orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor said that there wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromAugust 18, 2026, Regular Council

Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilwoman Hunter andseconded by

Councilman Williams.   

NextwastheBECKLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICER LIFESAVING AWARDS.   

Chief Bailey recognized thefollowing officers:  Sgt. Justin Hudnal: Helped saveanindividual

fromjumping offbridge. Rescued 2elderly females whose carhadbeenovercome byflood

waters onRobert C. Byrd (RCB) Drive.  PFC. Hunter Redden: Helped saveanindividual from

jumping offbridge. Rescued 2individuals whose carhadbeenovercome byfloodwaters on

RCBDrive.  Cpl. Adam Justice: Helped saveanindividual from jumping offbridge.  PFC.  

Madison Burgess: Helped saveanindividual fromjumping offbridge.  PFC. Christopher

Winnell: Helped saveanindividual fromjumping offbridge PFC. Zach Blosser: Rescued 2

individuals whose carhadbeen overcome byfloodwaters onRCBDrive.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *5toraise your

hand.  Once youhavebeen enabled, youcanunmute yourmicrophone with *6.  Ifconnected

bycomputer, mobile apportablet, click the “hand icon” which maybeunder the3vertical

dots, menu.  TheMayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline

speakers.  Mary West saidcertain roads need paved instead ofrepeated patch work.  Tom

Moseley saidspeeding onHullStreet isstillaproblem.  Hethanked theBoard ofPublic

Works forremoving signs fromthestreetofbusinesses advertising.  Robbie Powell, who

owns Jack’sCafé inuptown Beckley, saidparking forbusinesses uptown isanongoing issue

andtheCityshould consider converting onelaneoncertain streets intoparking.    

BriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.    

Councilwoman Bullock (andallCouncil members) congratulated thepolice officers for their

LifeSaving awards andCaptain Bragg forhisupcoming promotion toDeputy Chief.  Shesaid

A-ZDiscount isopenonS. Fayette Street.  Shethanked CityManager Jarrell forhelping to

getthefeasibility study completed for thepostoffice.  Sheasked CityManager Jarrell ifhe

hadan update ontheproposed MacArthur Avenue street closure.  Councilman Buchanan

thanked CityManager Jarrell foraproblem thathehelped himwith today byphone andasked

everyone toprayforthose whohave recently lost loved onesandtoremember Leslie Baker’s



mominprayer.  Councilman Williams said theAcademy ofCareers andTechnology was

recognized intheUSAToday andtheCityneeds topartner with themmore.  HesaidWV

Tech isalsoagood school.  Hesaid thatCouncil isaware that therearestill issues intheCity

thatneedtobetaken careof. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said thatitwasnice tohear

good news fromthePolice Department andsuggested thatevery othercouncil meeting be

utilized forthepurpose ofDepartment Heads sharing thegood news going onineach

department.  Councilwoman Coots agreed.  Shethanked Board ofPublic Works forremoving

thevarious signs thatbusinesses placed ingreen spaces.  Shealsosaidthatcouncil meetings

arebusiness meetings.  SheaskedMr. Filetorevisit theprotocol forthese meetings tohelp

increase productivity.  Sheasked everyone towork together totake careoftheCity’s

aesthetics.  TheMayor said that tomorrow attheBeckley Police Department at9:30thenew

Deputy ChiefofPolice willbesworn inandat10:00twoprobationary police officers willbe

sworn in.  Hethanked theSummit Kollective fortherecent littersweep they invited himto

attend.  Hethanked theBPWforinviting himtovisit theirdepartment andenjoyacookout

theyhadlastFriday.  Hesaid thatherecently metwithacouple ofinvestors whomaybe

interested inbringing businesses toBeckley butsaid rightnowtheworkforce participation rate

islowhere.  TheMayor said thatNewRiver Community Technical College andtheAcademy

ofCareers andTechnology cantailor programs forjobstosuit industries looking forqualified

workers.  TheMayor said thatitwasnicetohearWestVirginia Secretary ofStateKris

Warner recognize thatWestVirgina leads inthecategory ofthenumber ofbusinesses that

havesurvived thefirst fiveyears.  Councilwoman Hunter encouraged everyone tovisit

SOULD UPandJack’sCafé intown.  Shereminded everyone ofthe9/11memorial at9a.m.  

uptown.  Shesaidwehaveanewbusiness, Prime Cabinets andCountertops, inBeckley and

theMountain StateCenters for Independent Living recently relocated.  Sheasked foreveryone

toremember thefamilies ofthe4young menthatrecently passed awayinacaraccident in

Charleston andtoremember thefamily ofthelateDonna Miller.  Councilman Reedy said that

heagrees withRobbie.  Hesaid theparking uptown needs tobechanged tohelpbusinesses

here.  Hethinks having onelaneforonewaytraffic isagood ideawith theother lanebeing

designated fordiagonal parking.  CityManager Jarrell thanked hisstaff. HemetwithMr.  

Dixon regarding thesales agreement ofthetwoparking lots.  Hesaid thatwillbebrought

before Council soon.  Hesaidthat theCityandtheCounty willobserve TrickorTreat from

stth6pm – 8pmonOctober 31.  TheMayor said thatonSeptember 13 aSpecialized Server

Award iscoming upwhich gives thepublic theopportunity tovoteontheir favorite server(s).    

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES:   Mr. Filestated theordinance considered thisevening

amends theVape/Smoke Ordinance thatwaspassed onSeptember 12, 2025.  Theordinance

ontheagenda tonight clarifies thatiftheexisting ownership ofanestablishment changes, or

business namechanges, either change shallbeconsidered abandonment under thisprovision.    

Hesaid that ifapproved tonight, thesecond reading andpublic hearing willbeduring the

September 15, 2026, meeting.    



Hereadtheordinance bytitle ORDINANCE AMENDING BECKLEY CITY CODE

CHAPTER 15, SECTION 38 ( c ) (3 ), ABANDONMENT.  TheMayor asked foramotion

toapprove theordinance aspresented.  Councilwoman Coots madethemotion whichwas

seconded byCouncilman Reedy.  Councilwoman Hunter asked iftheVape Shop Ordinance

wasapproved lastSeptember.  Mr. FilesaidyesonSeptember 12, 2025, andexplained that

thisordinance clarifies language intheoriginal ordinance.  Shesaidsheunderstood.  With

there beingnoother questions orcomments, Council unanimously approved theordinance

which ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS.  Firstwas theRESOLUTION APPROVING THEWV

DIVISION OFMOTOR VEHICLES GOVERNOR’ SHIGHWAY SAFETY

PROGRAM GRANT.  CityManager Jarrell said thatheisrequesting Council’sapproval for

theCitytoadminister these grant funds totaling $983,200.  Council unanimously passed on

themotion toapprove made byCouncilman Williams seconded byCouncilman Buchanan.   

Theresolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.  



RESOLUTION APPROVING THEWVDIVISION OFMOTOR VEHICLES

GOVERNOR’ SHIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM GRANT.  CityManager Jarrell said

thatheisrequesting Council’sapproval fortheCitytoadminister these grant funds totaling

405,000.  Council unanimously approved Mr. Jarrell’srequest onthemotion byCouncilman

Buchanan seconded byCouncilwoman Coots.  Theresolution ishereby incorporated intothese

minutes.  



NextwastheRESOLUTION OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITYOF

BECKLEY TOPERMIT THEOPEN BURNING OFVEGETATION.  Mr. Filesaid this

isabi-annual resolution that takes place inthespring andthefallofeachyear.  TheBeckley

FireDepartment needs tobenotified bytheowneroftheproperty where theopenburning of

vegetation will takeplace, prior toburning it.  Councilman Williams asked ifthisexcludes

trash.  Mr. Filesaid itisstrictly forleaves andvegetation.  Hesaid thatifanything other than

vegetation isbeing burned, theBeckley FireDepartment should benotified.  Council

unanimously approved theResolution onthemotion byCouncilman Williams which was

seconded byCouncilman Buchanan.  Theresolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   

OLDBUSINESS:  There wasnooldbusiness.  



NEW BUSINESS:  FirstwasTHEAPPROVAL OFTHEAPPOINTMENT OFMARIE

HAMRICK TOTHERALEIGH COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD OFDIRECTORS.  (5- 

year term).  Council unanimously approved theappointment onthemotion made by

Councilwoman Coots seconded byCouncilman Buchanan.  

NextwastheAPPROVAL OFFY2027 ROAD SALT PROCUREMENT.  Recorder- 

Treasurer Evan Dewey requested Council approve oftheRoadSaltProcurement.   Evan said

theCitywasabletosecure theRoad SaltProcurement through astatewide contract.  Hesaid

thiswasbidoutthrough theDepartment ofHighways (DOH).  Hesaid theCitywasabletoget

government supplies at $139/ton.  Hesaid that this isthrough astatewide contract, sotheCity

doesn’thavetoputitoutforbidbutthepurchasing policy states thatitdoesneedtobe

brought before Council forapproval.  Councilwoman Coots made themotion toapprove the

procurement which wasseconded byCouncilman Williams.  Councilwoman Bullock asked if

thepricehasincreased thisyear.  Evan said thatithasincreased.  Hesaid theCity is

purchasing aminimum of900tons.  Hesaid thecontract ismore user friendly for

municipalities.  Itallows theCitytobewithin 60% – 120% oftheamount requested.  Hesaid

thisflexibility wasagreat change because itishardtopredict theweather.  HeandBoard of

Public Works Director MikeBolen agreed that theCity iswellstocked rightnowwithroad

salt.  With therebeing nofurther comments orquestions, theFY2027 Road SaltProcurement

wasunanimously approved byCouncil.    

NextwastheRECEIPT OFBIDS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OFLINCOLN STREET

FROM JOHNSTOWN ROAD TOTHEVERY ENDOFRUSSELL STREET AND

WORLEY ROAD FROM BLAIR STREET TOS. EISENHOWER DRIVE INTHE

CITY.  Councilman Reedy opened thefirstbidwhichwasfromMr. Asphalt intheamount of

65,979.90forLincoln Streetandtheamount of $143,941.36forWorley Drive.  Thelastbid

wasfromSouthern WVPaving which was $95,333forLincoln Street and $162.367for

Worley Drive.  These bidswillbeturned over totheDirector oftheBoardofPublic Works

MikeBolen, Evan Dewey, andthetwoCouncil members atlarge forreview andpossible

award atafuture Council meeting.    

NextwastheDISCUSSION OFSCHEDULING AWORKSHOP REGARDING FEES,  

ORDINANCES, ETC.  CityManager Jarrell said thatseveral ordinances and/orresolutions

willneed tobeaddressed involving littercontrol, dilapidated structures, landlords, etc.  Heand

Mr. Fileagreed thatitmaytakealittle timetogetthese documents completed.   

Councilwoman Coots askedMr. Filehowlonghethought itwould take.  Mr. Filesaid that the

Cityshould beabletohavearough draftofthedocuments forthenextCouncil meeting.  Mr.  

Jarrell saidthathewillsend themtoCouncil forthemtoreview astheybecome available.   

thCouncil agreed andsaid thatduring theSeptember 15 meeting aWorkshop datewillbe

determined.  

POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PERSONNEL ISSUE.  There was

noexecutive session.    



TheMayor reminded everyone oftheupcoming Kids Classic Event.  

With there beingnofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting at6:20p.m.  

onamotion byCouncilwoman Coots seconded byCouncilman Buchanan.   

Mayor CityManager


