A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30 PM ON SEPTEMBER 01, 2026, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Attorney Bill File, City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor and City
Manager’s Executive Assistant Susan Miller, and Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey. Council Members:
Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Frank Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Sherrie Hunter,
and Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: IT Technician Matt Blake, IT Director Luke
Miller, Director of Board of Public Works Mike Bolen, BPD Chief Dean Bailey, Fire Marshal/Code Official
Chris Graham, Chief Ed Thompson of BFD, Beckley Events Director Trish Morgan. ABSENT: Parks &
Recreational Director Leslie Baker

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer led by Councilman Williams.

The public had the option to join the meeting in person, listen by WEB-X from their computer,
or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone number provided the day of the meeting on the
City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook page.
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was a quorum.
Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from August 18, 2026, Regular Council
Meeting, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilwoman Hunter and seconded by
Councilman Williams.
Next was the BECKLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICER LIFESAVING AWARDS.
Chief Bailey recognized the following officers: Sgt. Justin Hudnal: Helped save an individual
from jumping off bridge. Rescued 2 elderly females whose car had been overcome by flood
waters on Robert C. Byrd (RCB) Drive. PFC. Hunter Redden: Helped save an individual from
jumping off bridge. Rescued 2 individuals whose car had been overcome by flood waters on
RCB Drive. Cpl. Adam Justice: Helped save an individual from jumping off bridge. PFC.
Madison Burgess: Helped save an individual from jumping off bridge. PFC. Christopher
Winnell: Helped save an individual from jumping off bridge PFC. Zach Blosser: Rescued 2
individuals whose car had been overcome by flood waters on RCB Drive.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone, dial *5 to raise your
hand. Once you have been enabled, you can unmute your microphone with *6. If connected
by computer, mobile app or tablet, click the “hand icon” which may be under the 3 vertical
dots, menu. The Mayor asked if anyone was online requesting to speak. There were no online
speakers. Mary West said certain roads need paved instead of repeated patch work. Tom
Moseley said speeding on Hull Street is still a problem. He thanked the Board of Public
Works for removing signs from the street of businesses advertising. Robbie Powell, who
owns Jack’s Café in uptown Beckley, said parking for businesses uptown is an ongoing issue
and the City should consider converting one lane on certain streets into parking.
Brief Comments from the Mayor, Council Members, and the City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock (and all Council members) congratulated the police officers for their
Life Saving awards and Captain Bragg for his upcoming promotion to Deputy Chief. She said
A-Z Discount is open on S. Fayette Street. She thanked City Manager Jarrell for helping to
get the feasibility study completed for the post office. She asked City Manager Jarrell if he
had an update on the proposed MacArthur Avenue street closure. Councilman Buchanan

thanked City Manager Jarrell for a problem that he helped him with today by phone and asked

everyone to pray for those who have recently lost loved ones and to remember Leslie Baker’s



mom in prayer. Councilman Williams said the Academy of Careers and Technology was
recognized in the USA Today and the City needs to partner with them more. He said WV
Tech is also a good school. He said that Council is aware that there are still issues in the City
that need to be taken care of. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said that it was nice to hear
good news from the Police Department and suggested that every other council meeting be
utilized for the purpose of Department Heads sharing the good news going on in each
department. Councilwoman Coots agreed. She thanked Board of Public Works for removing
the various signs that businesses placed in green spaces. She also said that council meetings
are business meetings. She asked Mr. File to revisit the protocol for these meetings to help
increase productivity. She asked everyone to work together to take care of the City’s
aesthetics. The Mayor said that tomorrow at the Beckley Police Department at 9:30 the new
Deputy Chief of Police will be sworn in and at 10:00 two probationary police officers will be
sworn in. He thanked the Summit Kollective for the recent litter sweep they invited him to
attend. He thanked the BPW for inviting him to visit their department and enjoy a cookout
they had last Friday. He said that he recently met with a couple of investors who may be
interested in bringing businesses to Beckley but said right now the workforce participation rate
is low here. The Mayor said that New River Community Technical College and the Academy
of Careers and Technology can tailor programs for jobs to suit industries looking for qualified
workers. The Mayor said that it was nice to hear West Virginia Secretary of State Kris
Warner recognize that West Virgina leads in the category of the number of businesses that
have survived the first five years. Councilwoman Hunter encouraged everyone to visit
SOULD UP and Jack’s Café in town. She reminded everyone of the 9/11 memorial at 9 a.m.
uptown. She said we have a new business, Prime Cabinets and Countertops, in Beckley and
the Mountain State Centers for Independent Living recently relocated. She asked for everyone
to remember the families of the 4 young men that recently passed away in a car accident in
Charleston and to remember the family of the late Donna Miller. Councilman Reedy said that
he agrees with Robbie. He said the parking uptown needs to be changed to help businesses
here. He thinks having one lane for one way traffic is a good idea with the other lane being
designated for diagonal parking. City Manager Jarrell thanked his staff. He met with Mr.
Dixon regarding the sales agreement of the two parking lots. He said that will be brought
before Council soon. He said that the City and the County will observe Trick or Treat from
6pm — 8pm on October 315", The Mayor said that on September 13% a Specialized Server
Award is coming up which gives the public the opportunity to vote on their favorite server(s).
ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES: Mr. File stated the ordinance considered this evening
amends the Vape/Smoke Ordinance that was passed on September 12, 2025. The ordinance
on the agenda tonight clarifies that if the existing ownership of an establishment changes, or
business name changes, either change shall be considered abandonment under this provision.
He said that if approved tonight, the second reading and public hearing will be during the

September 15, 2026, meeting.



He read the ordinance by titte ORDINANCE AMENDING BECKLEY CITY CODE
CHAPTER 15, SECTION 38 (¢ ) (3 ), ABANDONMENT. The Mayor asked for a motion
to approve the ordinance as presented. Councilwoman Coots made the motion which was
seconded by Councilman Reedy. Councilwoman Hunter asked if the Vape Shop Ordinance
was approved last September. Mr. File said yes on September 12, 2025, and explained that
this ordinance clarifies language in the original ordinance. She said she understood. With
there being no other questions or comments, Council unanimously approved the ordinance

which is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS. First was the RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WV
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY
PROGRAM GRANT. City Manager Jarrell said that he is requesting Council’s approval for
the City to administer these grant funds totaling $983,200. Council unanimously passed on
the motion to approve made by Councilman Williams seconded by Councilman Buchanan.

The resolution is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WYV DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM GRANT. City Manager Jarrell said
that he is requesting Council’s approval for the City to administer these grant funds totaling
$405,000. Council unanimously approved Mr. Jarrell’s request on the motion by Councilman
Buchanan seconded by Councilwoman Coots. The resolution is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Next was the RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BECKLEY TO PERMIT THE OPEN BURNING OF VEGETATION. Mor. File said this
is a bi-annual resolution that takes place in the spring and the fall of each year. The Beckley
Fire Department needs to be notified by the owner of the property where the open burning of
vegetation will take place, prior to burning it. Councilman Williams asked if this excludes
trash. Mr. File said it is strictly for leaves and vegetation. He said that if anything other than
vegetation is being burned, the Beckley Fire Department should be notified. Council
unanimously approved the Resolution on the motion by Councilman Williams which was

seconded by Councilman Buchanan. The resolution is hereby incorporated into these minutes.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.



NEW BUSINESS: First was THE APPROVAL OF THE APPOINTMENT OF MARIE
HAMRICK TO THE RALEIGH COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS. (5-
year term). Council unanimously approved the appointment on the motion made by
Councilwoman Coots seconded by Councilman Buchanan.

Next was the APPROVAL OF FY2027 ROAD SALT PROCUREMENT. Recorder-
Treasurer Evan Dewey requested Council approve of the Road Salt Procurement. Evan said
the City was able to secure the Road Salt Procurement through a statewide contract. He said
this was bid out through the Department of Highways (DOH). He said the City was able to get
government supplies at $139/ton. He said that this is through a statewide contract, so the City
doesn’t have to put it out for bid but the purchasing policy states that it does need to be
brought before Council for approval. Councilwoman Coots made the motion to approve the
procurement which was seconded by Councilman Williams. Councilwoman Bullock asked if
the price has increased this year. Evan said that it has increased. He said the City is
purchasing a minimum of 900 tons. He said the contract is more user friendly for
municipalities. It allows the City to be within 60% — 120% of the amount requested. He said
this flexibility was a great change because it is hard to predict the weather. He and Board of
Public Works Director Mike Bolen agreed that the City is well stocked right now with road
salt. With there being no further comments or questions, the FY2027 Road Salt Procurement
was unanimously approved by Council.

Next was the RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF LINCOLN STREET
FROM JOHNSTOWN ROAD TO THE VERY END OF RUSSELL STREET AND
WORLEY ROAD FROM BLAIR STREET TO S. EISENHOWER DRIVE IN THE
CITY. Councilman Reedy opened the first bid which was from Mr. Asphalt in the amount of
$65,979.90 for Lincoln Street and the amount of $143,941.36 for Worley Drive. The last bid
was from Southern WV Paving which was $95,333 for Lincoln Street and $162.367 for
Worley Drive. These bids will be turned over to the Director of the Board of Public Works
Mike Bolen, Evan Dewey, and the two Council members at large for review and possible
award at a future Council meeting.

Next was the DISCUSSION OF SCHEDULING A WORKSHOP REGARDING FEES,
ORDINANCES, ETC. City Manager Jarrell said that several ordinances and/or resolutions
will need to be addressed involving litter control, dilapidated structures, landlords, etc. He and
Mr. File agreed that it may take a little time to get these documents completed.
Councilwoman Coots asked Mr. File how long he thought it would take. Mr. File said that the
City should be able to have a rough draft of the documents for the next Council meeting. Mr.
Jarrell said that he will send them to Council for them to review as they become available.
Council agreed and said that during the September 15" meeting a Workshop date will be
determined.

POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PERSONNEL ISSUE. There was

no executive session.



The Mayor reminded everyone of the upcoming Kids Classic Event.
With there being no further business to discuss, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m.

on a motion by Councilwoman Coots seconded by Councilman Buchanan.

Mayor City Manager



