
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30PMONJULY 07, 2026, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor RyanNeal, CityAttorney BillFile, CityManager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor, City
Manager’sExecutive Assistant Susan Miller, andRecorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey.  Council Members:   
Janine Bullock, FrankWilliams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, Sherrie Hunter, andCodyReedy.  
Thefollowing Cityemployees were present:  ITDirector LukeMiller, ITTechnician MattBlake, BPDChief
Dean Bailey, ChiefEdThompson ofBFD, Beckley Events Director TrishMorgan, Board ofPublic Works
Director MikeBolen, andtheDirector ofParks & Recreation Leslie Baker.  ABSENT:  Councilman Kip
Buchanan.  

TheMayor ledinthePledge ofAllegiance followed byprayer ledbyCouncilman Williams.   

Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhemeeting inperson, listenbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer,  

orlistenbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting onthe

City’swebpage atBeckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat5:30p.m.  TheMayor said that there wasaquorum.  

Council dispensed with thereading oftheminutes fromJune16, 2026, Regular Council

Meeting, copies ofwhichhadbeen distributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Williams andseconded by

Councilwoman Coots.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  TheMayor announced thatifcalling byphone, dial *3toraiseyour

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the “hand icon” onyourparticipant’spanel.  The

Mayor asked ifanyone wasonline requesting tospeak.  There werenoonline speakers.  Mary

West requested that thealleyway onLarew Avenue becleaned upbytheBoard ofPublic

Works (BPW).  ShesaidNewRiver Parkneeds newasphalt, andsherequested more speed

bumps onLarew Avenue.  Dawn Hernandez gaveafolder toeachCouncil member with

photos, amap, apetition, andinformation tosupport closing thealleyway onMacarthur Street

behind Black Knight).  Sheisrequesting that thelandthere besplitanddeeded among the3

homeowners whohavebeenmaintaining it.  TomMoseley saidspeeding isstillanissue on

HullStreet.   

BriefComments fromtheMayor, Council Members, andtheCityManager.    

Councilwoman Bullock thanked alltheDepartments Heads (asdidtheother Council

members) and thanked theMayor’sandCityManager’sExecutive Assistant Susan Miller for

keeping everything together.  Shecongratulated Councilwoman Hunter onherrecent

retirement fromtheRaleigh County Solid Waste Authority.  Councilman Williams thanked

everyone forattending andencouraged theCitytounify.  Healso thanked Dawn Hernandez

forbringing theissue shespoke about toCouncil’sattention.  Councilwoman Shoemaker- 

Dingess toldTomMoseley thatshetakes theissueofspeeding onHullStreet seriously and

toldMs. Hernandez thatshelooked attheareaofconcern andagrees withherthat theCity

should deedittothepeople taking careofitalready.  Councilwoman Coots congratulated the

twospecial Olympians, Ryan Bailey forwinning thegoldmedal forgolfandMikey Shumate

intrackand field.  Shethanked MikeBolen, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works (BPW) forthe

hardwork thedepartment hasdone inkeeping thetrails clean andsaidamember ofthepublic

reached outtohertocompliment thedepartment because thetrailswereclean.  Shethanked

ChrisGraham FireMarshal/Code Officer forhimpromptly getting workdone inthecode

office.    



TheMayor saidhehoped everyone hadagreat Independence Day.  Trish Morgan, Director of

Beckley Events, highlighted recent events andshared upcoming events.  Councilwoman

Hunter congratulated thefollowing Woodrow Wilson HighSchool scholars whopassed the

APU.S. History exam:  Lakin Houck, Madalyn Turner, Sebastian Calvert, Connor

Cavanaugh, Suleiman Jaweed, Logan Morgan, AvaRedden, Mason Schroder, SofiWhite,  

Gabriella Bennett, Abigail Billups, RyaHowell, Preston Lanna, LeviMcCormick, Gavin

Milam, AmirSadat, Hayden Veramessa, andCarson Williams.  Shethanked Mayor Neal for

hiseffort inputting ontheMountain StateGoldClassic, a3-daygolf tournament at3different

local courses starting Saturday.  SheandtheMayor said thatitisgreat forourcommunity.   

TheMayor said thereareapproximately 160golfers andonly50or60arefrom Raleigh

County.  Hesaid this isgreat foroureconomy.  Councilwoman Hunter thanked BPDforthe

recent workthat tookplace taking drugsoffourstreets.  ShetoldTomMoseley thatCouncil

hears hisconcerns regarding speeding onHullStreet andsaid thisFriday at10:00a.m. isthe

Veterans Table atEpling Stadium.  Councilman Reedy didnothaveanycomments.  City

Manager Jarrell said theBillWithers Festival andfireworks attheBeckley Raleigh County

Civic Center weregreat.  Hethanked Jeanie Campbell, whoworks intheCode Enforcement

Office, forherefforts ingetting theCityanadditional $17Kgrant forthedemolitions.   

Director ofParks & Recreation Leslie Baker saidthedaythetornado touched down inour

area turned intothreeofthebusiest daysattheExhibition CoalMine.  TheCityManager

thanked ChiefThompson oftheBFD & Chief Bailey oftheBPDforhandling alltheextra

phone calls regarding fireworks.  Hethanked LukeMiller, Director ofIT, fortheconversion

ofoffice phones andthecompletion offiberproject.  Hethanked Evan Dewey, Recorder- 

Treasurer, andhisstaff fortheirworkonyear-endprocessing.  

ENACTMENT OFORDINANCES: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF

703HARTLEY AVENUE.  CityAttorney Mr. Filesaid tonight isthesecond reading and

public hearing oftheordinance.  Thefirst reading wasduring theCityCouncil Meeting on

June16, 2026.  Hereadtheordinance bytitle, Ordinance Authorizing ThePurchase Of703

Hartley Avenue, Beckley, WV.  Hesaid thataresolution wasadopted bytheBeckley Sanitary

Board during itsJune10, 2026, meeting requesting theCitytopurchase property for

75,000.00, which included thecostoftheproperty andanyflood damages.  Mr. Fileopened

thepublic hearing.  There were nopublic comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  The

Mayor asked foramotion toapprove theordinance.  Councilwoman Hunter madeamotion

seconded byCouncilman Williams.  TheMayor asked iftherewereanyquestions/comments.   

Councilwoman Bullock toldMr. Calvin Moore that today ishisday.  Councilman Williams

agreed.  Council unanimously passed theordinance.    



Acopyoftheordinance ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   

ADOPTION OFRESOLUTIONS:     

There werenoresolutions.   



OLDBUSINESS:  RECEIPT OFBIDSFOR (2) 2027FORD TRUCK F150 SERIES

POLICE RESPONDERS FORTHEBECKLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT AND (7) FORD

POLICE INTERCEPTOR CRUISERS FORTHE BECKLEY POLICE

DEPARTMENT.   Councilwoman Hunter opened thebids.  ThefirstbidwasfromMid-State

Ford, LLCfor $417,160.00. Thelastonewasfromwas fromStephen’sAutoCenter for

416,412.00.  Thebidswillbereviewed bytheCouncilmembers atLarge, FireandPolice

Chiefs, theRecorder Treasurer, andtheCityManager forpossible award atafuture City

Council Meeting.   

NEW BUSINESS:  COAL SEVERANCE FUND – APPROVAL OFUPDATED

ESTIMATE.  Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey said this isasimple administrative process

thatwedoevery year.  Itsimply updates thebeginning cashbalance fortheCoalSeverance

Fund.  Thisamount isbeingupdated to $105,570.  TheMayor asked foramotion toapprove

theupdate totheCoalSeverance Fundwhich wasmade byCouncilman Reedy andseconded

byCouncilman Williams.  TheMayor asked iftherewereanyquestions orcomments.   

Councilwoman Bullock asked ifthisisanincrease.  Evan said, yes.  Hedoesn’tknow what the

stcashbalance isgoingtobeonJuly1 untilafterward.  TheCitymust furnish this information

thtotheStateAuditor byJuly15.  HesaidatthenextCouncil Meeting thebalance ofthe

general fundwillbeupdated.  Themotion wasunanimously approved byCouncil andis

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.    



NextwastheRECEIPT OFPROPOSALS FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

CONSULTING SERVICES.  Councilwoman Hunter opened theproposals.  Thefirstone

wasfromHatfield Architects, PLLC.  Thesecond wasfromUrban Design Ventures, LLC.   

ThethirdonewasfromBurton Planning Services, andthelastonewasfromLaura Cox

Planning & Design.  Councilwoman Coots asked what thisispertaining to.  CityManager

Jarrell said this ispertaining totheengineering firmthathandles thecommunity grant and the

administrative feeispaidoutofafederal HUDgrant.  Mr. Jarrell saideach firmhastobe

evaluated separately andCouncil will choose themostqualified firm, notnecessarily theone

that istheleastexpensive.  Councilwoman Hunter asked ifthis isforatermoffiveyears.  City

Manager Jarrell saidyes, andGrants Administrator Angela King isresponsible forthis.   

Councilwoman Bullock saidseveral things needtobeaddressed onceafirmisselected such

asthe “Citizen Participation Plan”. Shesaid thatshehasnever seen that.  Shesaid the

Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area” among several other things listed intheRFPfor

Community Development Consulting Services needtobeaddressed with thefirmtheCity

selects.  Councilwoman Hunter said thatCouncil alsoneeds torevisit theCity’s

Comprehensive Plan.  Shesaid theComprehensive PlanandtheRFPforCommunity

Development (being discussed tonight) need toworkwell together.  Councilwoman Coots said

thataWorkshop isabsolutely needed todiscuss theCity’sComprehensive Plan.  

Councilwoman Hunter agreed.  TheMayor said that these proposals forConsulting Services

forCommunity Development willbeturned over totheCouncilmembers atLarge, the

Recorder Treasurer, andtheCityManager forpossible award atafutureCityCouncil

Meeting.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING APERSONNEL ISSUE ANDREAL ESTATE

LEASE.  At6:05p.m. Councilwoman Hunter madeamotion toenter intoExecutive Session

which wasseconded byCouncilwoman Coots andunanimously approved byCouncil.  The

Mayor said thatduring Executive Session novotes aretaken andnodecisions aremade.  At

6:44p.m. Councilwoman Coots madeamotion toenter back intotheRegular Council

Meeting seconded byCouncilwoman Hunter andunanimously approved byCouncil.  With

there beingnofurther business todiscuss, theMayor adjourned themeeting at6:45p.m. ona

motion byCouncilman Williams seconded byCouncilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess.      

Mayor CityManager


