A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30 PM ON JULY 07, 2026, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Attorney Bill File, City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor, City
Manager’s Executive Assistant Susan Miller, and Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey. Council Members:
Janine Bullock, Frank Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, Sherrie Hunter, and Cody Reedy.
The following City employees were present: IT Director Luke Miller, IT Technician Matt Blake, BPD Chief
Dean Bailey, Chief Ed Thompson of BFD, Beckley Events Director Trish Morgan, Board of Public Works
Director Mike Bolen, and the Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker. ABSENT: Councilman Kip
Buchanan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer led by Councilman Williams.
The public had the option to join the meeting in person, listen by WEB-X from their computer,
or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone number provided the day of the meeting on the
City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was a quorum.
Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from June 16, 2026, Regular Council
Meeting, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilman Williams and seconded by
Councilwoman Coots.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone, dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer, click the “hand icon” on your participant’s panel. The
Mayor asked if anyone was online requesting to speak. There were no online speakers. Mary
West requested that the alleyway on Larew Avenue be cleaned up by the Board of Public
Works (BPW). She said New River Park needs new asphalt, and she requested more speed
bumps on Larew Avenue. Dawn Hernandez gave a folder to each Council member with
photos, a map, a petition, and information to support closing the alleyway on Macarthur Street
(behind Black Knight). She is requesting that the land there be split and deeded among the 3
homeowners who have been maintaining it. Tom Moseley said speeding is still an issue on
Hull Street.

Brief Comments from the Mayor, Council Members, and the City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock thanked all the Departments Heads (as did the other Council
members) and thanked the Mayor’s and City Manager’s Executive Assistant Susan Miller for
keeping everything together. She congratulated Councilwoman Hunter on her recent
retirement from the Raleigh County Solid Waste Authority. Councilman Williams thanked
everyone for attending and encouraged the City to unify. He also thanked Dawn Hernandez
for bringing the issue she spoke about to Council’s attention. Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess told Tom Moseley that she takes the issue of speeding on Hull Street seriously and
told Ms. Hernandez that she looked at the area of concern and agrees with her that the City
should deed it to the people taking care of it already. Councilwoman Coots congratulated the
two special Olympians, Ryan Bailey for winning the gold medal for golf and Mikey Shumate
in track and field. She thanked Mike Bolen, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) for the
hard work the department has done in keeping the trails clean and said a member of the public
reached out to her to compliment the department because the trails were clean. She thanked

Chris Graham Fire Marshal/Code Officer for him promptly getting work done in the code

office.



The Mayor said he hoped everyone had a great Independence Day. Trish Morgan, Director of
Beckley Events, highlighted recent events and shared upcoming events. Councilwoman
Hunter congratulated the following Woodrow Wilson High School scholars who passed the
AP U.S. History exam: Lakin Houck, Madalyn Turner, Sebastian Calvert, Connor
Cavanaugh, Suleiman Jaweed, Logan Morgan, Ava Redden, Mason Schroder, Sofi White,
Gabriella Bennett, Abigail Billups, Rya Howell, Preston Lanna, Levi McCormick, Gavin
Milam, Amir Sadat, Hayden Veramessa, and Carson Williams. She thanked Mayor Neal for
his effort in putting on the Mountain State Gold Classic, a 3-day golf tournament at 3 different
local courses starting Saturday. She and the Mayor said that it is great for our community.
The Mayor said there are approximately 160 golfers and only 50 or 60 are from Raleigh
County. He said this is great for our economy. Councilwoman Hunter thanked BPD for the
recent work that took place taking drugs off our streets. She told Tom Moseley that Council
hears his concerns regarding speeding on Hull Street and said this Friday at 10:00 a.m. is the
Veterans Table at Epling Stadium. Councilman Reedy did not have any comments. City
Manager Jarrell said the Bill Withers Festival and fireworks at the Beckley Raleigh County
Civic Center were great. He thanked Jeanie Campbell, who works in the Code Enforcement
Office, for her efforts in getting the City an additional $17K grant for the demolitions.
Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker said the day the tornado touched down in our
area turned into three of the busiest days at the Exhibition Coal Mine. The City Manager
thanked Chief Thompson of the BFD & Chief Bailey of the BPD for handling all the extra
phone calls regarding fireworks. He thanked Luke Miller, Director of IT, for the conversion
of office phones and the completion of fiber project. He thanked Evan Dewey, Recorder-
Treasurer, and his staff for their work on year-end processing.

ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF
703 HARTLEY AVENUE. City Attorney Mr. File said tonight is the second reading and
public hearing of the ordinance. The first reading was during the City Council Meeting on
June 16, 2026. He read the ordinance by title, Ordinance Authorizing The Purchase Of 703
Hartley Avenue, Beckley, WV. He said that a resolution was adopted by the Beckley Sanitary
Board during its June 10, 2026, meeting requesting the City to purchase property for
$75,000.00, which included the cost of the property and any flood damages. Mr. File opened
the public hearing. There were no public comments. Mr. File closed the public hearing. The
Mayor asked for a motion to approve the ordinance. Councilwoman Hunter made a motion
seconded by Councilman Williams. The Mayor asked if there were any questions/comments.
Councilwoman Bullock told Mr. Calvin Moore that today is his day. Councilman Williams

agreed. Council unanimously passed the ordinance.



A copy of the ordinance is hereby incorporated into these minutes.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:

There were no resolutions.



OLD BUSINESS: RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR (2) 2027 FORD TRUCK F150 SERIES
POLICE RESPONDERS FOR THE BECKLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT AND (7) FORD
POLICE INTERCEPTOR CRUISERS FOR THE BECKLEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT. Councilwoman Hunter opened the bids. The first bid was from Mid-State
Ford, LLC for $417,160.00. The last one was from was from Stephen’s Auto Center for
$416,412.00. The bids will be reviewed by the Councilmembers at Large, Fire and Police
Chiefs, the Recorder Treasurer, and the City Manager for possible award at a future City
Council Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: COAL SEVERANCE FUND - APPROVAL OF UPDATED
ESTIMATE. Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey said this is a simple administrative process
that we do every year. It simply updates the beginning cash balance for the Coal Severance
Fund. This amount is being updated to $105,570. The Mayor asked for a motion to approve
the update to the Coal Severance Fund which was made by Councilman Reedy and seconded
by Councilman Williams. The Mayor asked if there were any questions or comments.
Councilwoman Bullock asked if this is an increase. Evan said, yes. He doesn’t know what the
cash balance is going to be on July 1% until afterward. The City must furnish this information
to the State Auditor by July 15®. He said at the next Council Meeting the balance of the
general fund will be updated. The motion was unanimously approved by Council and is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next was the RECEIPT OF PROPOSALS FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CONSULTING SERVICES. Councilwoman Hunter opened the proposals. The first one
was from Hatfield Architects, PLLC. The second was from Urban Design Ventures, LLC.
The third one was from Burton Planning Services, and the last one was from Laura Cox
Planning & Design. Councilwoman Coots asked what this is pertaining to. City Manager
Jarrell said this is pertaining to the engineering firm that handles the community grant and the
administrative fee is paid out of a federal HUD grant. Mr. Jarrell said each firm has to be
evaluated separately and Council will choose the most qualified firm, not necessarily the one
that is the least expensive. Councilwoman Hunter asked if this is for a term of five years. City
Manager Jarrell said yes, and Grants Administrator Angela King is responsible for this.
Councilwoman Bullock said several things need to be addressed once a firm is selected such
as the “Citizen Participation Plan”. She said that she has never seen that. She said the
“Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area” among several other things listed in the RFP for
Community Development Consulting Services need to be addressed with the firm the City
selects. Councilwoman Hunter said that Council also needs to revisit the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. She said the Comprehensive Plan and the RFP for Community
Development (being discussed tonight) need to work well together. Councilwoman Coots said
that a Workshop is absolutely needed to discuss the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
Councilwoman Hunter agreed. The Mayor said that these proposals for Consulting Services
for Community Development will be turned over to the Councilmembers at Large, the
Recorder Treasurer, and the City Manager for possible award at a future City Council
Meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING A PERSONNEL ISSUE AND REAL ESTATE
LEASE. At 6:05 p.m. Councilwoman Hunter made a motion to enter into Executive Session
which was seconded by Councilwoman Coots and unanimously approved by Council. The
Mayor said that during Executive Session no votes are taken and no decisions are made. At
6:44 p.m. Councilwoman Coots made a motion to enter back into the Regular Council
Meeting seconded by Councilwoman Hunter and unanimously approved by Council. With
there being no further business to discuss, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. on a

motion by Councilman Williams seconded by Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess.

Mayor City Manager



