A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 5:30 PM ON JUNE 16, 2026, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Attorney Bill
File, City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor, City
Manager’s Executive Assistant Susan Miller, and
Recorder-Treasurer Evan Dewey (left early). Council
Members: Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Frank
Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges,
Sherrie Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City
employees were present. [T Director Luke Miller, IT
Technician Keith Carter, BPD Chief Dean Bailey, Chief
Ed Thompson of BFD, Beckley Events Director Trish
Morgan, Board of Public Works Director Mike Bolen,
and the Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by prayer led by
Councilman Williams. Lisa Matherly
Director of Raleigh County Special
Olympics, Coach Jocelyn Woods, along
with the following athletes were
recognized before the meeting. Ryan
Bailey, Brandon Riffle, Connor Walker,
Michael Shumate, and Matthew Slone.
The Mayor presented the coach and each
athlete with a City of Beckley Challenge
Coin. The Mayor and Council Members
wished them luck and safe travel. The
public had the option to join the meeting
in person, listen by WEB-X from their
computer, or listen by phone, using the
weblink or phone number provided the

day of the meeting on the City’s webpage

at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook

page.



The Mayor called the meeting to order at
5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was
a quorum. Council dispensed with the
reading of the minutes from June 02,
2026, Regular Council Meeting, copies of
which had been distributed to each
member. Council unanimously approved
the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilwoman Coots and seconded by
Councilman Buchanan.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone, dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer, click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel. The Mayor asked if
anyone was online requesting to speak.
There were no online speakers. Mary
West said speeding in City limits is still
an issue. She said the City and the DOH
still need to work together to install turn
signals on traffic lights. She inquired
about the noise ordinance in City limits.
Tom Moseley thanked City Manager
Jarrell for responding to his email. He
said that he does not agree with City
Manager Jarrell’s decision. He asked that
Council honor the petition he previously
submitted requesting speed bumps on

Hull Street.



Brief Comments from the Mayor,
Council Members, and the City
Manager.

Councilwoman Bullock and all Council
members thanked the Department Heads.
She said that the 4% of July is approaching
and wanted to remind Chief Bailey of
BPD that the Fireworks Ordinance can be
enforced. She thanked Councilwoman
Hunter for her assistance with the Urban
Community Garden on S. Kanawha St.
She thanked Mr. Pryer and Viki Webb for
their help also. Councilman Buchanan
wished the Special Olympic Athletes
good luck in their upcoming competition.
Councilman Williams said it’s good to
see some of the dilapidated houses in
Ward I being removed. Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess congratulated the
BFD for their accomplishments in being
recognized as a Purple Star Facility
recognized by the WV Department of
Veterans Assistance and Education
Programs. She said that the City of
Beckley’s FD is one of the best in the
State. She also wished the athletes of the
Special Olympics good luck.
Councilwoman Coots said Ryan Bailey

who is competing in the golf competition



of the Special Olympics was one of her
students and wished them all good luck.
She congratulated the BFD for the Purple
Star status recently earned and thanked
Chief Thompson for his leadership. She
thanked Director of Parks & Recreation
Leslie Baker for helping with the problem
at the music festival. She said she wasn’t
aware of the festival until afterwards.

The Mayor said Saturday, June 20® is
WV Day. Leslie Baker said the events
are free that day at the Exhibition Coal
Mine from 10 a.m. —4 p.m. Events
Director, Trish Morgan said that the Bill
Withers Festival is June 27" from 4 p.m.
— 9 p.m. at the Bill Withers Plaza and
invited everyone. Councilwoman Hunter
said that at the Board of Education
meeting held last Tuesday, Bernard
“Bernie” Bostic who is the Head Tennis
Coach at Woodrow Wilson High School
was recognized as the National Federation
of State High School Association’s Coach
of the Year. She congratulated him for
being recognized as the 2024-2025 Coach
of the Year. Councilman Reedy thanked
the Department Heads he recently worked
with for their help. City Manager Jarrell
said he wanted to thank his Department

Heads and his staff.



He congratulated Chief Thompson and
the BFD on the Purple Star Designation
which is related to the Veterans.
ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES:
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
PURCHASE OF 703 HARTLEY
AVENUE. City Attorney Mr. File said
tonight is the first reading of the
ordinance. If passed tonight, the second
reading and public hearing will be during
the July 7% Council Meeting. He read the
ordinance by title, Ordinance Authorizing
The Purchase Of 703 Hartley Avenue,
Beckley, WV. He said that a resolution
was adopted by the Beckley Sanitary
Board during its June 10, 2026, meeting
requesting the City to purchase property
for $75,000.00, which also covers any
flood damages sustained by Mr. & Mrs.
Calvin Moore.. The Mayor asked for a
motion to approve the ordinance.
Councilwoman Hunter made a motion
seconded by Councilman Reedy. The
Mayor asked if there were any
questions/comments. Councilwoman
Bullock said she would like to thank
everyone involved. She said Mr. Calvin
Moore is grateful for this. Councilman
Williams also thanked everyone who was

involved.



With there being no further comments,
Council unanimously passed the
ordinance, a copy being hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:
There were no resolutions.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old
business.

NEW BUSINESS: FY2027
CONTRIBUTIONS. Recorder-Treasurer
Evan Dewey and Council reviewed each
organization on the list, the amount
requested for FY2026, and the requested
amount for each organization for FY2027.
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess made
a motion for the FY2027 Contributions to
remain the same as they were for FY2026
which was seconded by Councilman
Reedy. After discussion, Council
unanimously approved the Contributions
List to remain the same for FY2027 as it
was for FY2026.

The list is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING
A PERSONNEL ISSUE AND REAL
ESTATE LEASE. At 6:01 p.m.
Councilwoman Coots made a motion to
enter into Executive Session which was
seconded by Councilman Buchanan

and unanimously approved by Council.
The Mayor said that during Executive
Session no votes are taken and no
decisions were made. At 6:52 p.m.
Councilman Williams made a motion to
enter back into the Regular Council
Meeting seconded by Councilwoman
Hunter and unanimously approved by
Council. With there being no further
business to discuss, the Mayor adjourned
the meeting at 6:53 p.m. on a motion by
Councilwoman Coots seconded by

Councilman Reedy.

Mayor
City Manager



