A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30 PM ON MAY 19, 2026, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Recorder Treasurer Evan Dewey, and City Attorney Bill File. Council
Members: Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Frank Williams, Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dinges, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: IT Director Luke Miller, IT
Technician Matt Blake, BPD Chief Dean Bailey, Chief Ed Thompson of BFD, Beckley Events Director Trish
Morgan, and the Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker. ABSENT: City Manager and the Mayor’s
Executive Assistant Susan Miller, City Manager Phillip Jarrell, and Board of Public Works Director, Mike
Bolen.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer led by Councilman Williams.
The public had the option to join the meeting in person, listen by WEB-X from their computer,
or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone number provided the day of the meeting on the
City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was a quorum.
He asked Council members to speak directly into their microphone so they can be heard on the
recording. Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from May 5, 2026, Regular
Council Meeting, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilwoman Coots and seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone, dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer, click the “hand icon” on your participant’s panel.

The Mayor asked if anyone was online requesting to speak. There were no online speakers.
Mary West requested that the City and the Department of Highways (DOH) work together
regarding installing turn signals on traffic lights. She requested that the Board of Public
Works (BPW) clean up clumps of asphalt on Larew Avenue. Curtis Yeargo, Executive
Director of WV Disabled, Inc. requested that the City contribute to its funding. He said that
WYV Disabled also made the same request from the County. Tom Moseley thanked the
Beckley Police Department for their help on Hull Street. He said an incident recently occurred
on Hull Street that needs an explanation and wanted on update regarding the petition he turned
in for speed humps on Hull Street. Councilwoman Coots said that Mike Bolen who is the
Director of the BPW is absent this evening and he would need to update Mr. Moseley on this.
Brief Comments from the Mayor, Council Members, and the City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock and all Council members thanked the Department Heads. She said
that she was thankful for the Litter Sweep in Ward V and thanked all who helped. She
thanked Councilwoman Hunter for her help also.

Councilman Buchanan said it was great to see attendance up for the first disbursement of the
opioid funds. Councilman Williams thanked Fire Chief Thompson of the BFD for his help
recently. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess thanked Trish Morgan for the Rhododendron
Festival. Councilwoman Coots said that her request for Council to receive a quarterly report
from Department Heads somehow got misconstrued that Department Heads should not talk to

members of Council. She said that is incorrect. She said that this is a strong Council form of

Government and it should act as such.



The Mayor summarized the Community Action Proclamation which is hereby incorporated

into these minutes.

Councilwoman Hunter acknowledged Trip Legursky from Park Middle School as a 2026
Raleigh County Golden Horseshoe Winner. She was happy to announce that three hundred
eighty pounds of litter were picked up from Ward V.

She said that a constituent called about traffic issues on McGinnis Street (Council received an
email regarding this) but it can be discussed during the Parking Commission Meeting.
Councilman Reedy said he was also going to mention McGinnis Street and thinks a Workshop
regarding the problem of speeding drivers in City limits can be resolved. He asked Director of
Parks and Recreation, Leslie Baker for an update on the swimming pools opening this year.

She said they will open on June 9%,



ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES: There were no ordinances.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: There were no resolutions.

OLD BUSINESS: 1* Disbursement Of Opioid Fund Checks. The recipients in attendance
received their checks and had pictures taken with the Mayor and members of Council. The
Mayor thanked everyone involved in making this happen and said that he can’t wait to see all
the good things that are going to happen from this disbursement.

NEW BUSINESS: RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR A NEW TRIPLE COMBINATION PUMPER-
FIRE TRUCK FOR THE BFD. Councilman-at-Large Reedy opened the bids. The first bid
was from All American Fire Equipment Company in the amount of $1,161,452.00. The
second bid was from Atlantic Emergency Solutions in the amount of $1,293,377.00. The last
bid was from Matheny Fire and Emergency in the amount of $1,284,810.00. Councilman
Reedy said these bids will be turned over to the Council persons as large, Chief Thompson of
the BFD, and the Recorder Treasurer for possible award at an upcoming Council Meeting.

The Mayor announced that there will be a Parking Commission Meeting following the Council
Meeting.

POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING A PERSONNEL ISSUE. At 6:02
p.m. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess made a motion to enter into Executive Session which
was seconded by Councilman Williams and unanimously approved by Council. At 6:44 p.m.
Councilman Williams made a motion to enter back into the Regular Council Meeting
seconded by Councilwoman Bullock and unanimously approved by Council. With there being
no further business to discuss, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. on a motion by
Councilman Reedy seconded by Councilman Buchanan. A Parking Commission Meeting

followed the Council Meeting.

Mayor City Manager



