| Proclamation'
Honoring Pastor Deborah McCray for her unwaverlng dedlcatlon, 1ntegr1ty, and
love for God and God’s people

WHEREAS, Senior Pastor Deborah McCray of St. Luke Church of God Apostolic
has spent her life as a beacon of hope and a dedicated servant of God. She was born and i :
raised in Beckley, West Virginia. Pastor McCray has transformed her deep roots into a

wide-reaching ministry that touches lives across the community and beyond; and

WHEREAS Pastor Deborah McCray is known as a mother, frierld and humble
* servant, her life is a testament to the power of determination and passion for savmg lost
souls; and -

WHEREAS, Pastor McCray’s journey began in a home filled with the Word of God.
'One of seven children of the late Nathaniel and Katherine Jackson, was first exposed to
scripture through her mother who read the DailyBread to her and her s1bhngs and

-WHEREAS, before leading a congregation, Pastor_ McCray served the Lord in every’

- . capacity at Faith Temple of Deliverence, including as a Sunday School Teachér, custodian,

usher, choir president, and women’s department leader. Under the leadership of Bishop
"‘Bobby Lee-Tun’stalle at Faith Temple she received her diVine'call to the pulpit; and

, WHEREAS the property located at 106 Booker Street is'the physmal headquarters
for Pastor McCray’s-mission to “go out and teach the Word.” It is at this location that St.
‘Luke Church of God Apostohc was established; and :

WHEREAS reflecting her heart for all God’s chlldren, the property at 106 Booker St.

~ features a wheelchair accessible entrance and parking, ensuring the sanctuary is open to

- everyone regardless of physical ability. For years, this locatlon has served as a landmark of
stability and grace in the heart of Beckley, and -

- WHEREAS, Pastor McCray s impact - extends far beyond the four walls of the church
building. She has reached thousands through the airwaves of WWNR radio programs,
sharmg the Gospel with those in their homes and cars; and ’

_ WHEREAS, as a chaplain and Vlce Pre51dent of the Chaplam Board at Appalachlan
Regional Hospital, Pastor McCray has spent years offermg salvation and kind words to
those in need; and '

WHEREAS Pastor McCray is a dedicated team leader for the- Leukernla

- Foundation. Also included in her 25 plus years of serv1ce Pastor McCray actively prov1des

- 'meals for the community and constant ministry to those in need of encouragement. She




also writes annual cards for veterans and active military members to ensure they feel seen
and supported; and

WHEREAS, behind the pastor is a woman deeply devoted to her family, a legacy
that is now reaching into a new generation of ministry. She is the wife of Elder Michael
McCray. Her son, Donald, followed the call to ministry in 2024. He is the proud father of
two: Donya and Kehlyn; and

WHEREAS, Pastor McCray is the mother of three children and one stepson. Her
family continues to flourish, with her daughter Ebony and husband Trey expecting their
first child in the spring of 2026; and

WHEREAS, for over 20 years, Pastor Deborah McCray has ministered in the Beckley
area with a humble spirit and unwavering determination. As she continues to lead St. Luke
Church of God Apostolic, her message remains clear: to spread the love of God to all His

“ children and to live every day by her guiding principle: “Let go and let God”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the City of Beckley does hereby
recognize, honor, and commend Pastor Deborah McCray for her outstanding service,
faithful ministry and enduring impact on the citizens of Beckley.

AND BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that a sign honorarily bearing Pastor
McCray’s name be placed on Booker Street off of South Fayette Street in Beckley, West
Virginia.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF BECKLEY TO BE AFFIXED THIS 17th DAY OF

February 2026

Ry.gn’ﬁ eal

Mayor
City of Beckley




