Proclamation

Honoring Bishop Ernest Stewart for his long-standing love, deep commitment to
"~ God, and his community

WHEREAS, Bishop Ernest Stewart was born on October 4, 1930. He married
Deloris Robinson Stewart, and from this union were born three children, seven
grandchildren, and twelve great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Ernest Stewart has devoted many decades of his life to faithful
service, spiritual leadership, and unwavering dedication to God and community; and

WHEREAS, now g5 years old, Bishop Stewart continues to pastor and stand as a
living testament to endurance, faith, and commitment, remaining a steadfast pillar within
the church and the communities he serves; and

WHEREAS, fondly known throughout Free & Independent Holiness Churches as
“The General’, Bishop Stewart was born and raised in Lilly Brook, West Virginia. He is the
seventh of nine children born to Bishop John Ottawa Stewart and Ida Lee Miller Stewart.
Raised in a home grounded in faith and hard work, his father, being both a coal miner and
" a minister, Ernest Stewart would one day follow faithfully in his father’s footsteps; and

WHEREAS, after working in the coal mines for several years, Bishop Stewart was
drafted into the United States Army, where he served honorably as a Corporal until
receiving his honorable discharge; and

- WHEREAS, after returning home from military service, Bishop Stewart began
attending prayer meetings held in private homes. Upon hearing the Plan of Salvation, he
. repented and was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ from the remission of sins; and

WHEREAS, while tarrying and calling on the name of Jesus, he received the gift of
_the Holy Ghost, with the evidence of speaking in tongues as the Spirit of God gave
utterance. Following this life changing experience, Bishop Stewart became deeply active in
the church, serving faithfully as Youth President, Choir Director, and Church Musician.
He also sang with “The Golden Voices of Lilly Brook, WV”; and

WHEREAS, several years later, he experienced miraculous healing after being
paralyzed in his legs. Soon after his healing, he was called and anointed to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. After preaching his initial sermon, fellow pastors recognized his
calling, dedication, and anointing, and began inviting him to conduct revivals; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Stewart’s zeal for the Lord was evident as he preached wherever
the Word could be heard- on the streets, in tent meetings, and in churches. Under his
ministry, many souls were baptized and received the gift of the Holy Ghost; and




WHEREAS, throughout his lifetime of service, Bishop Stewart has est_abhshed and -
pastored multiple churches, becoming a foundational leader and spiritual pillarin the
Raleigh and Mercer areas. His influence and leadershlp extend beyonid West Virginia, : w1th
- churches established throughout states 1nclud1ng New York Oth North Carolina,
Maryland and Virginia; and

- WHEREAS, Bishop Stewart is fondly known as the General Overseer of the Free &

- - Independent Holliness Churches, Inc.,;an organization through which his leadership and

- vision continue to impact countless hves and .

WHEREAS BlShOp Stewart has traveled extens1ve1y preachlng and teaching the

~ Gospel of Jesus Christ. He was consecrated to'the office of Bishop in 1967 and received an
- Honorary Doctorate from the Morning Star Bible School. He serves as the Chief Apostle
and Prelate of the Free & Independent Hohness Churches Inc.

- NOW THEREFORE BEIT PROCLAIMED that the City of Beckley does hereby
~recognize, honor, and commend Bishop Ernest Stewart for his outstanding service, faithful
“ministry and endurlng impact on the sp1r1tual and communal life of the citizens of

. Beckley :

- AND BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMEi), that a sign honorarily bearing Bishop‘ 4
Stewart’s name be placed on 7t Street off of Scott Avenue in Beckley, West Virginia.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF BECKLEY TO BE AFFIXED THIS 17th DAY OF
February 2026 -

Mayor )
. City of Beckley




