A WORKSHOP OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT 4:00 PM
ON OCTOBER 28, 2025, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Manager Phillip
Jarrell, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, Nancy Shoemaker-
Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: IT Tech Keith Carter, Director of P&R
Leslie Baker, Director of Board of Public Works Mike
Bolen, Chief Dean Bailey with Beckley PD, Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan, and Beckley
Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield. ABSENT: Interim
Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler and Chief Ed
Thompson of the BFD.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
4:00 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person, listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

You may view the workshop by logging
on to Beckley.org or going to the City's
Facebook page. The Mayor reminded
everyone that this is a Workshop. No
votes will be taken, and no decisions will
be made. It is open to the public, but
there will be no public comments.

The Mayor said that all members of
Council were present.

First on the agenda was the issue of
panhandling in City limits. Mr. File said
that begging is illegal and blocking a

sidewalk is illegal. Mr. File said that



there is no way to completely stop
panhandling. He asked Council to discuss
the idea of using signage, what they want
to include in a new ordinance and discuss
if they want the existing ordinance
pertaining to the solicitation of money
amended. The Mayor asked Mr. File if
panhandling is a State or Federal law.
Mr. File said it is at the State level,
mainly dealt with by municipalities. Mr.
File asked Council to be thinking about
whether a permit should be required, how
much it would cost, and how long the
permit would be valid, and how many
permits an individual can get within a
specified amount of time. City Manager
Jarrell said the ordinance needs to be able
to be enforced and asked Council to
discuss how they want solicitation for
charitable organizations, churches, youth
groups 501(c)3’s, etc. handled. He said
all this needs to be discussed and
presented during a Council meeting
during which time it can be voted on.
Councilman Reedy said the ordinance
needs to be effective and enforced.
Councilwoman Bullock asked if the
County’s Panhandling Ordinance requires

a permit.



City Manager Jarrell said it does require a
permit and that he gave Council a copy of
the County’s ordinance, as well as the
City of Wheeling’s ordinance. Chief
Bailey of the BPD said that Eisenhower
Drive and Robert C. Byrd Drive are
dangerous intersections and panhandling
at these intersections make them unsafe
for drivers and pedestrians.
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said
an individual, with an insurance agency
located within City limits, called her with
an ongoing problem with people sleeping
by a brick wall on their parking lot,
excessive loitering, and drug use.
Employees there have safety concerns
coming to and from work. The individual
said this problem was reported when
Mayor Rappold was in office and the
problem worsened. She voiced concerns
about this deterring businesses from
coming into the city but also has concerns
about businesses that are already in the
city potentially considering leaving due to
this growing problem and the safety
concerns it has caused business owners.
Next, City Manager Jarrell said the Land
Reuse Agency (LRA) Ordinance was

tabled in May for its first reading.



Mr. Jarrell said that he has made changes
to the ordinance. Mr. File said that the
LRA can have up to eleven members.
Councilwoman Bullock, Councilman
Williams, Councilwoman Coots, and
Councilwoman Hunter said they want to
be on the LRA Committee. Mr. File said
that each person on the committee will
need to be named in the ordinance. He
and Mr. Jarrell will continue working on
the ordinance and include it on an
upcoming agenda for a council meeting,.
Next, Mr. Jarrell asked Council members
to review the List of Contributions. He
told Council that since the Raleigh
County Sheriff’s Office is contributing
$10K to Crime Stoppers that the City
would like to decrease its contribution
from $20K to $10K. Councilwoman
Bullock asked if the contribution to the
Raleigh County Humane Society helps
provide a dog catcher. Mr. Jarrell said
yes. With there being no further business
to discuss, the Mayor asked for a motion
to adjourn the Workshop. Councilwoman
Bullock made a motion to adjourn which
was seconded by Councilman Reedy.
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 4:55

p.m.
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