
AWORKSHOP OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OF
THECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT4:00PM
ONOCTOBER 28, 2025, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS
ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor Ryan Neal, CityManager Phillip
Jarrell, CityAttorney BillFile, andtheMayor’sand
CM’sAssistant Susan Miller.  Council Members:   
Natalie Coots, KipBuchanan, Nancy Shoemaker- 
Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie
Hunter, andCody Reedy.  Thefollowing Cityemployees
were present:  ITTechKeith Carter, Director ofP&R
Leslie Baker, Director ofBoard ofPublic Works Mike
Bolen, Chief Dean Bailey withBeckley PD, Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan, andBeckley
Events Coordinator JillMoorefield.  ABSENT:  Interim
Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler andChief Ed
Thompson oftheBFD.    

TheMayor called themeeting toorder at

4:00p.m.  Thepublic hadtheoption to

jointhemeeting inperson, listen by

WEB-Xfromtheircomputer, orlisten by

phone, using theweblink orphone

number provided thedayofthemeeting

ontheCity’swebpage atBeckley.orgor

theCity’sFacebook page.   

Youmayview theworkshop bylogging

ontoBeckley.orgorgoing totheCity's

Facebook page.  TheMayor reminded

everyone that this isaWorkshop. No

voteswillbetaken, andnodecisions will

bemade.   Itisopen tothepublic, but

therewillbenopublic comments.  

TheMayor said thatallmembers of

Council werepresent.    

Firstontheagenda wastheissueof

panhandling inCity limits.  Mr. Filesaid

thatbegging isillegal andblocking a

sidewalk isillegal.  Mr. Filesaid that



there isnowaytocompletely stop

panhandling.  Heasked Council todiscuss

theideaofusing signage, what they want

toinclude inanewordinance anddiscuss

iftheywant theexisting ordinance

pertaining tothesolicitation ofmoney

amended.  TheMayor asked Mr. File if

panhandling isaStateorFederal law.   

Mr. FilesaiditisattheState level,  

mainly dealtwithbymunicipalities.  Mr.  

FileaskedCouncil tobethinking about

whether apermit should berequired, how

much itwould cost, andhowlongthe

permit would bevalid, andhowmany

permits anindividual cangetwithin a

specified amount oftime.  CityManager

Jarrell saidtheordinance needs tobeable

tobeenforced andasked Council to

discuss howtheywantsolicitation for

charitable organizations, churches, youth

groups 501(c)3’s, etc. handled.  Hesaid

allthisneeds tobediscussed and

presented during aCouncil meeting

during which time itcanbevotedon.   

Councilman Reedy said theordinance

needs tobeeffective andenforced.   

Councilwoman Bullock asked ifthe

County’sPanhandling Ordinance requires

apermit.    



CityManager Jarrell said itdoesrequire a

permit and thathegaveCouncil acopyof

theCounty’sordinance, aswellasthe

CityofWheeling’sordinance.  Chief

Bailey oftheBPD said thatEisenhower

Drive andRobert C. ByrdDriveare

dangerous intersections andpanhandling

atthese intersections make them unsafe

fordrivers andpedestrians.   

Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said

anindividual, withaninsurance agency

located within City limits, called herwith

anongoing problem withpeople sleeping

byabrickwallontheirparking lot,  

excessive loitering, anddruguse.   

Employees there havesafety concerns

coming toandfrom work. Theindividual

said thisproblem wasreported when

Mayor Rappold wasinoffice andthe

problem worsened.  Shevoiced concerns

about thisdeterring businesses from

coming intothecitybutalsohasconcerns

about businesses thatarealready inthe

citypotentially considering leaving dueto

thisgrowing problem andthesafety

concerns ithascaused business owners.   

Next, CityManager Jarrell said theLand

Reuse Agency (LRA) Ordinance was

tabled inMayforitsfirst reading.    



Mr. Jarrell said thathehasmade changes

totheordinance.  Mr. Filesaidthat the

LRAcanhave uptoeleven members.   

Councilwoman Bullock, Councilman

Williams, Councilwoman Coots, and

Councilwoman Hunter said they want to

beontheLRACommittee.  Mr. Filesaid

thateachperson onthecommittee will

need tobenamed intheordinance.  He

andMr. Jarrellwillcontinue working on

theordinance andinclude itonan

upcoming agenda foracouncil meeting.    

Next, Mr. Jarrell asked Council members

toreview theListofContributions.  He

toldCouncil thatsince theRaleigh

County Sheriff’sOffice iscontributing

10KtoCrime Stoppers thattheCity

would liketodecrease itscontribution

from $20Kto $10K. Councilwoman

Bullock asked ifthecontribution tothe

Raleigh County Humane Society helps

provide adogcatcher.  Mr. Jarrell said

yes.  With there beingnofurther business

todiscuss, theMayor asked foramotion

toadjourn theWorkshop.  Councilwoman

Bullock madeamotion toadjourn which

wasseconded byCouncilman Reedy.   

TheMayor adjourned themeeting at4:55

p.m.   



Mayor
CityManager


