A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 5:30 PM ON OCTOBER 21, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Manager Phillip
Jarrell, Mayor & City Manager’s Executive Assistant
Susan Miller, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Natalie
Coots, Kip Buchanan, and Sherrie Hunter. The
following City employees were present: IT Technician
John Hopkins, IT Technician Matt Blake, BPD Chief
Bailey, Chief Ed Thompson of BFD, Director of Board
of Public Works (BPW) Mike Bolen, Director of Parks
& Recreation Leslie Baker, and Beckley Events
Coordinator Jill Moorefield. ABSENT: Janine Bullock,
Cody Reedy, and Chief Code Enforcement Officer
Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed in prayer led by
Pastor John Jordan. The public had the
option to join the meeting in person, listen
by WEB-X from their computer, or listen
by phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was
a quorum. Council dispensed with the
reading of the minutes from the October
07, 2025, Regular Council Meeting,
copies of which had been distributed to
each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a

motion by Councilwoman Hunter

seconded by Councilman Williams.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone, dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer, click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel.

The Mayor asked if anyone was online
requesting to speak. There were no
online speakers. Mary West requested
more speed humps/bumps on Larew
Avenue. Yogen Panta (WVU Tech
Professor) made a request for WVU Tech
and the City and Council members to
work together regarding educating
community leadership on Al. Christina
Baisen spoke regarding concerns with the
City’s Panhandle Ordinance. She said
that people who choose to give money
should not be held to the same
consequences that the people who are
asking for the money are going to be held.
Next were Brief Comments from the
Mayor, Council Members, and the City
Manager. Councilman Buchanan

said he has received complaints about
drivers speeding on N. Vance Drive.

He asked if the Land Reuse Agency
(LRA) could be expedited, and the Opioid
Funds Committee finalized. He said this
Council was elected a year ago and feels

like things need to be moving in a more



timely manner and is ready to see
progress. Councilman Williams did not
have any comments. Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess did not have any
comments. Councilwoman Coots said
that downtown Beckley has just as much
potential to become a great downtown
area as some of the locations featured in
an article that she sent Council. She said
the panhandling ordinance needs to have
consequences outlined in it that will hold
people accountable. She agreed with
Councilman Buchanan and said that
projects need to be expedited in a more
timely manner. The Mayor said that he
and City Manager Jarrell met with
Captain Liz with the Salvation Army
today and had a great meeting. She
experiences a lot of people panhandling
close to the Salvation Army. The Mayor
invited everyone to support and/or
participate in the Thanksgiving Day
Run/Walk on the morning of
Thanksgiving at the soccer complex.

The Mayor read a “Keep The Lights On”
Proclamation supporting the after school
programs offered at the Salvation Army.
Councilwoman Hunter thanked Tracy
with the Salvation Army for all they do

for the community. She also thanked all



the participants of Litter Sweeps. She
said the panhandling ordinance needs to
first address the humanitarian aspect to
get the people the medical help they need
for addiction. City Manager Jarrell
thanked the staff and said Ewart Avenue
was recently paved. He said that the City
has an ordinance in place that prohibits
the solicitation of money but needs
updated. He said that he would like to
schedule a workshop soon.
ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES:
Mr. File said that tonight is the first
reading of the ordinance titled
Amendment to the City of Beckley’s
Code Section 10-54 Sale Or Gift Of
Tobacco Products, Including Vapor
Products, To Persons Younger Than 21
Years Of Age; Penalties For First And
Subsequent Offenses; Provision On Non-
Criminal, Non-Monetary Penalties. If
passed tonight, the second reading and
public hearing will be during the
November 4, 2025, Regular Council
Meeting.

Mr. File said this ordinance raises the
legal age to purchase these items from
eighteen to twenty-one, which is in
accordance with the State law. Mr. File

said the monetary amount of fines is also



increased. He then read the ordinance by
title. The Mayor asked for a motion to
approve the ordinance as presented.
Councilman Buchanan made the motion,
seconded by Councilwoman Coots. The
Mayor asked Council members if they
had questions or comments. There being
none, Council unanimously approved the
ordinance as presented. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.

Next on the Agenda was discussion of the
City of Beckley’s Panhandling Ordinance.
City Manager Jarrell said that he would

like to schedule a Workshop which would

include this topic. The Mayor asked for a



motion to table discussing the City of
Beckley’s Panhandling Ordinance.
Councilwoman Hunter made the motion
seconded by Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess. The Mayor asked if there were
any questions or comments. There being
none, Council unanimously approved
tabeling this item to be discussed at an
upcoming Workshop.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS:
There were no resolutions.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old
business.

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new
business.

POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION
REGARDING LITIGATION. The Mayor
asked for a motion to enter into Executive
Session. Councilman Buchanan made the
motion which was seconded by
Councilman Williams. At 6:00 p.m.
Council entered into Executive Session.
At 6:20 p.m. the Mayor asked for a
motion to enter back into the Regular
Council Meeting.

Councilman Williams made a motion
seconded by Councilwoman Coots. The
Mayor said no votes were taken and no
decisions were made during Executive

Session.



The Mayor stated that there will not be a
Parking Commission Meeting this
evening and reminded everyone that trick-
or-treat is on Friday, October 31* from
6p.m. — 8p.m. With there being no
further business to discuss, the Mayor
adjourned the meeting at 6:21 p.m. on a
motion by Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess seconded by Councilman

Buchanan.

Mayor
City Manager



