A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
5:30 PM ON OCTOBER 7, 2025, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor & City Manager’s Executive
Assistant Susan Miller, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler, City Attorney Bill File. Council
Members: Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, and
Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: IT Technician John Hopkins, IT Technician
Keith Carter, BPD Chief Bailey, Captain Brian Malott of BFD, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW)
Mike Bolen, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield, and Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald
Morgan. ABSENT: Sherrie Hunter

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance. The public had the option to join the meeting in
person, listen by WEB-X from their computer, or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s
Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that there was a quorum
and Councilwoman Hunter was absent. Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes
from the September 16, 2025, Regular Council Meeting, copies of which had been distributed
to each member. Council unanimously approved the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilwoman Coots seconded by Councilman Williams.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone, dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer, click the “hand icon” on your participant’s panel. Mary
West requested that asphalt be put over the speed hump/bump on Larew Ave. She said that
Earhart Street needs speed humps/bumps. Mary said that the City needs to hold landlords
accountable. John Brady of 131 Orchard Avenue said that he needs a situation regarding a
fence that he and his neighbor have been having issues over resolved. He asked Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Morgan to get back to him regarding this. City Manager Jarrell said that
he would discuss it with Code Enforcement. Christina Baisden expressed her disagreement
with the format of the Agenda for City Council meetings. She said that three appointments to
various committees are on the Agneda this evening and in a recent Council Meeting
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess requested that Council be made aware when terms on
commissions and committees are about to expire so that Council members can consider new
people to serve on the committees who have not served in the past. The Mayor asked if
anyone was online requesting to speak. There were no online speakers.

Next were Brief Comments from the Mayor, Council Members, and the City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock as well as the other Council members thanked Director of Beckley
Events, Jill Moorefield, for the great job she did with Chili Night. Councilwoman Bullock
said that Mr Spangler asked her to thank the Board of Public Works department for helping
him recently. Councilwoman Bullock thanked Code Enforcement and the BPD for their help.
Councilman Buchanan and other Council members thanked Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler for helping the City during her time in this position and wished her the best in her
new endeavor as she recently gave her resignation effective in November. Councilman

Williams thanked all the department heads for what they do for the City and thanked Mr. File

for his hard work.



Mr. File thanked Councilman Williams and explained that the format of the Agenda is the
format that the City will be using and the format is an outline for business items to be
categorized. For example, when there are no ordinances or resolutions the format will remain
the same. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said that City Manager Jarrell discussed with
her Lisa Strader’s interest in being on the Board of Zoning Appeals, which resulted in her
nomination. Councilwoman Coots requested that the Vape/Smoke Shop Ordinance be
updated to include compliance checks to hold these stores accountable and action needs to be
taken early on, the first time if they are not in compliance. She asked Mr. File if the first
reading of an ordinance regarding the Land Reuse Agency (LRA) will be on an Agenda soon.
Mr. File said that it will be on an Agenda soon. The Mayor encouraged everyone to attend
Woodrow Wilson’s homecoming football game this Friday and said the parade is Saturday.
He said that Halloween for the City of Beckley will be on Friday, October 31* from 6pm-8pm.
Councilman Reedy said that he has heard a lot of excitement from people in support of a dog
park in the City. He said that the County passed an ordinance pertaining to panhandling today
and said the City needs to work with the County regarding this problem because he doesn’t
think the County’s ordinance applies in City limits. City Manager Jarrell said that he will
work with Bill Roop regarding this. Mr. Jarrell said it is also a safety issue. Councilman
Reedy said that he has noticed a significant increase in panhandling over the last month. He
said that he watched a bus pick up a man and woman on Harper Road after he saw them
panhandling. He said that he was told that vans are bringing people into Beckley and dropping
them off and picking them up after they panhandle. Councilman Reedy thanked BPW for
their work on the Earwood parking lot. City Manager Jarrell thanked the staff and Jill
Moorefield for a great event last weekend, which was Chili Night.

ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES: There were no ordinances.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS: There were no resolutions.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS: The Mayor asked for a motion to appoint Noah Kapp to the Emergency
Operating Center Board (term 6-30-27). Councilman Buchanan made a motion, seconded by
Councilman Reedy. The Mayor asked if there were any questions. There were no questions.
Council unanimously approved appointing Noah Kapp to the Emergency Operating Center
Board of Directors. The Mayor asked for a motion to appoint Gary Sutphin to the Beckley
Building Commission (term 7-1-30). Councilwoman Coots made a motion,

seconded by Councilman Buchanan. The Mayor asked if there were any questions. There were
no questions. Council unanimously approved the appointment of Gary Sutphin to the Beckley
Building Commission. Next, the Mayor asked for a motion to appoint Lisa Strader to the
Board of Zoning Appeals (term 6-30-27). Councilman Williams made a motion, seconded by
Councilwoman Coots. The Mayor asked if there were any questions. There were no questions.
Council unanimously approved the appointment of Lisa Strader to the Board of Zoning

Appeals.



POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PERSONNEL ISSUES: The Mayor
said there was no need for Executive Session. The Mayor adjourned the meeting at
5:54 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Buchanan seconded by Councilman Williams
The Mayor stated the Special Parking Commission Meeting to discuss the Earwood Parking

Lot will follow the Council Meeting.

Mayor City Manager



