A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 5:30 PM ON AUGUST 12, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Manager Phillip
Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler,
Susan Miller, Mayor & City Manager’s Assistant, City
Attorney Bill File. Council Members: Natalie Coots,
Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine
Bullock, Kip Buchanan, and Sherrie Hunter. The
following City employees were present. Chief of BFD
Ed Thompson, IT Technician John Hopkins, BFD Chief
Bailey, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield,
Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker, and Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan. ABSENT:
Councilman Reedy and Director of Board of Public
Works Mike Bolen.

The public had the option to join the
meeting in person, listen by WEB-X from
their computer, or listen by phone, using
the weblink or phone number provided
the day of the meeting on the City’s
webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s
Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that public
comments are not made and votes are not
taken during a Special Meeting.

The Mayor referred to Mr. File for the
first item on the Agenda. Mr. File said
that tonight is the second reading of the
Vape/Smoke Shope Ordinance. The first
reading was during the August 5, 2025,
Regular Council Meeting. He read the
ordinance by title, Sec. 15-38. The City of
Beckley Vape/Smoke Shop Location And

Operating Requirements Ordinance. Mr.

File opened the pubic hearing. The



following people spoke in favor of the
ordinance: Kelly Gunnoe, Leonard
Smith, Chris Crookshanks, and Mary
West. With there being no further
comments, Mr. File closed the public
hearing. Council unanimously approved
the ordinance as presented on a motion by
Councilwoman Coots seconded by
Councilman Buchanan. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next, Mr. File said that tonight is the
second reading of the ordinance
authorizing the City to convey 2.204
Acres to the DHHR. The first reading
was during the August 5, 2025, Regular
Council Meeting. He read the ordinance
by title, An Ordinance Authorizing City
Of Beckley To Convey To The WV
Department of Health and Human
Resources a 2.204 Acre Tract Of Real
Estate, Being A Portion Of Parcel 14, Tax
Map 50 (State Board Of Controls, Deed
Book 99, Page 275) Located On
Eisenhower Drive In Beckley District,
Raleigh County, WV. Mr. File opened
the public hearing. There were no
comments. Mr. File closed the public
hearing. Council unanimously approved
the ordinance as presented on a motion by
Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter. Mr. Williams
asked if the City will be in contact with
the DHHR regarding this conveyance.
Mr. File said yes. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next was the first reading of an ordinance
which Mr. File read by title, Ordinance
Amending City Of Beckley Code Chapter
2, Section 2-204. He said the second
reading and public hearing will be during
the August 19, 2025, Regular Council
Meeting. He summarized the ordinance
explaining that during the last three
Regular Common Council meetings
Council experimented with a revised
Order of Procedure in an effort to
improve the efficiency of the meetings
and make it more convenient to the
public. He explained that the ordinance
outlines the order of proceedings. The
Mayor asked for a motion to approve the
ordinance as presented. Councilwoman
Coots made the motion seconded by
Councilman Buchanan. Councilman
Williams asked Mr. File if Council
followed the proper order in which to
make these changes. Mr. File said yes.
Councilwoman Hunter said that she
checked with a few other municipalities,
and they too have a similar outline for the
order of proceedings for their Council
meetings. Councilwoman Coots said that
she checked with attorney Mark

Matkovich and he said it is proper.



Mr. File explained the Ordinance also
outlines the procedure the public must
follow if the speaker desires to distribute
any exhibits to Council members. Copies
of any exhibits are also to be given to the
City Attorney, City Manager, and to the
Recorder-Treasurer. The Mayor said that
he thinks as soon as the materials start
being disbursed, the three minutes allotted
for that person to speak should begin.
With there being no further comments,
Council unanimously approved the
ordinance as presented. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



With there being no further business to
discuss, Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting on a motion by
Councilman Buchanan and seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.
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