A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 5:30 PM ON AUGUST 05, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, City Manager Phillip
Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler,
Susan Miller, Mayor & City Manager’s Assistant, City
Attorney Bill File. Council Members: Natalie Coots,
Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine
Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Sherrie Hunter, and Cody
Reedy. The following City employees were present: 1T
Technician John Hopkins, BPD Chief Bailey, Captain of
BFD Ed Wills, Director of Board of Public Works
(BPW) Mike Bolen, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill
Moorefield, Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker, and
Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by prayer by Pastor
Walter Leach, Sr. with St. Paul Baptist
Temple. The public had the option to join
the meeting in person, listen by WEB-X
from their computer, or listen by phone,
using the weblink or phone number
provided the day of the meeting on the
City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the
City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
5:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all
members of Council are present and there
is a quorum. Council dispensed with the
reading of the minutes from the July 22,
2025, Council Meeting, copies of which
had been distributed to each member.
Council unanimously approved the
minutes as written on a motion by

Councilman Williams seconded by

Councilwoman Hunter.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone, dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer, click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel. There wasn’t anyone
who signed up to speak online. Mary
West thanked Council for the work they
are doing and thanked the Board of Public
Works for their work in cleaning up tree
stumps in the alley on Larew Avenue.
She said that more unity among the
people in the City is needed. Adam
Justice with the BPD encouraged
everyone to attend a fundraiser, “Boots
vs. Badges” on August 23™ at 3pm at
Epling Stadium. It will be a baseball
game between the BFD and the BPD.
Free admission for children. Admission
is $5.00 for adults and all proceeds go to
charity. Christina Baisden handed
Council and City administration with a
letter of intent to file a complaint in
Circuit Court regarding the Open
Meetings Act. She said the City is in
violation of Code 6-9-A. Ms. Baisden
exceeded her allotted three minutes to
speak after several requests to stop she
was escorted from the meeting pursuant
to the Mayor’s order. Tom Mosley spoke

to encourage unity in the community.



Chris Crookshanks thanked Council for
moving forward with the Vape/Smoke
Shop Ordinance.

The Mayor asked Anthony Martin, IT
Technician if anyone signed up online to
speak. Anthony said no.

Next were Brief Comments From the
Mayor, Council Members, and the City
Manager. Councilwoman Bullock said
the NAACP event is on August 8, 2025,
at 6:00 p.m. at Heart of God Ministries.
She thanked the City Manager and City
Attorney for the Resolution Honorarily
Naming Rice Street Pastor Walter Leach
Street in Beckley after Pastor Leach.
Councilman Buchanan thanked Jill
Moorefield for the great car show this
past weekend and thanked Board of
Public Works for helping with the event.
He requested a workshop specifically on
the Historic Black Knight. Councilman
Williams thanked Code Enforcement for
their help regarding work that has
recently taken place on the street he lives
on. Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess
thanked all the departments that work for
the City. Councilwoman Coots thanked
the City Manager and Chief for getting

out and walking the streets interacting



with the foot traffic. She encouraged the
community to support one another.

The Mayor agreed, he said the focus
needs to be on our community and the
people. Councilwoman Hunter said

that the Mountaineer Food Bank
distribution for the veterans is at Epling
Stadium at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, August
8th. She said she would like to have a
community garden in each ward and is
offering a ward challenge champion from
each ward. Councilman Reedy had no
comments. Interim City Manager Phillip
Jarrell thanked the staff. He said paving
will be taking place at Barber Park and
work on the Earwood parking lot will
start soon and the Neville St. parking lot
is next. He is working with Mr. File, City
Attorney, on a vacant property ordinance
and the LRA is still being worked on. He
said there is available housing for the
homeless.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old
business.

NEW BUSINESS: Next, Mr. File
summarized and read by title an
Ordinance title Sec. 1.5-38 The City of
Beckley Vape/Smoke Shop Location and

Operating Requirements Ordinance.



Mr. File said that vape/smoke shops can
not be located in certain zones nor within
1,500 feet of certain properties.
Vape/Smoke Shops may be located in the
B-2 zone and require a conditional use
permit. Tonight is the first reading of this
ordinance, if passed, the second reading
and public hearing will be on Tuesday,
August 120 at the Special Council
Meeting at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor asked if
Council members had any questions.
There were none. Council unanimously
approved the ordinance on a motion by
Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter.

Next, Mr. File summarized and read by
title, “An Ordinance Authorizing City Of
Beckley To Convey To The WV DHHR
A 2.204 Acre Tract Of Real Estate, Being
A Portion Of Parcel 14, Tax Map 50
(State Board Of Controls, Deed Book 9,
Page 275) Located On Eisenhower Drive
In Beckley District, Raleigh County,
WV.” City Attorney File said that the
deed is attached to the Ordinance as
Exhibit “A”. Tonight is the first reading
of this ordinance. If passed, the second
reading and public hearing will be on
Tuesday, August 12% at the Special

Council Meeting at 5:30 p.m.



The Mayor asked if Council members had
any questions. Councilwoman Coots
asked if DHHR needs to be corrected on
the deed. City Attorney File said the deed
reads how the entity is listed on the
previous deed that contacts the
reversionary clause. There were no other
questions. Council passed the ordinance
unanimously on a motion by Councilman
Buchanan seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock.

Next, Mr. File summarized and read by
title, “An Ordinance Authorizing City Of
Beckley To Lease Property At 100
Washington Street, Beckley, Raleigh
County, WV To Southern WV Multi-
Cultural Museum and Community Center,
Inc.” City Attorney File said that the
lease is attached to the Ordinance as
Exhibit “A”. Tonight is the first reading
of this ordinance and if passed the second
reading and public hearing will be on
Tuesday, August 19% at the Regular
Council Meeting at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor
asked if Council members had any
questions. Councilman Buchanan asked
if the 501C-3 Corporation (Lessee) will
pay its insurance. Mr. File said yes.
Councilwoman Bullock asked if the group

that currently utilizes the basement needs



to have insurance. Mr. File said that
would be up to the Multi-Cultural Center
to decide. Mr. File said the landlord shall
be responsible for the monthly cost of
utilities. With there being no further
discussion or questions,

Council unanimously approved the
ordinance on a motion by Councilwoman
Coots seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock.

Next, City Manager Jarrell summarized
the resolution titled, “Resolution To
Approve Annual Action Plan”. He said
that this is the City’s FY2025 Annual
Action Plan for its CDBG funding
through HUD which is approximately
$289,846 and will be used for
administrative fees and paving. The
Mayor asked if there were any questions.
There being none, Council unanimously
approved the resolution on a motion by
Councilwoman Hunter seconded by

Councilman Reedy.



The resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next, City Attorney File read the
Resolution Honorarily naming Rice Street
Pastor Walter Leach Street.
Councilwoman Bullock thank Mr. File
and Mr. Jarrell for their work on this
resolution. She also thanked Pastor
Leach, Sr. for his dedication to the
community and thanked the church
members who came tonight. Councilman
Williams thanked Mr. Leach for cleaning
up Rice Street. City Manager Jarrell said
that he has known Mr. Leach for a long
time and Mr. Leach is a great man who
well deserves this honor. With there
being no further comments, Council
unanimously approved the resolution on a
motion by Councilwoman Hunter
seconded by Councilwoman Bullock.

The resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next was the receipt of two bids for the
paving of Mercer Street, Nixon Drive,
and Dorcus Avenue. The first bid was
from Triple A Paving for Mercer Street in
the amount of $198,875.00, for Nixon
Drive in the amount of $10,450.00,and
Dorcus Avenue in the amount of
$$91,750. The next bid was from
Southern WV Paving for Mercer Street in
the amount of $180,385., Nixon Drive in
the amount of $11,175.00, and Dorcus
Avenue in the amount of $65,640.00.
These bids are hereby incorporated into
these minutes and will be considered by
the Councilpersons at Large, the City
Manager, and the Director of the Board of
Public Works for possible award at a

future Council meeting.



Next, Chief Code Enforcement Officer
Morgan read two applications. One form
was from Kumo Japan at 108 Galleria
Plaza for a name change. The other was
an application for WV ABCA License at
101 N. Eisenhower Drive for BFS Foods,
Inc. No action is required by Council.
The applications are hereby incorporated

into these minutes.



Next, the Mayor asked for a motion to
enter into Executive Session to discuss
lease of property. Councilman Reedy
made the motion seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock unanimously
approved by Council which entered into
Executive Session at 6:18 p.m. At 6:40
the Mayor asked for a motion to enter
back into the Regular Council Meeting.
Council unanimously approved on a
motion by Councilwoman Coots
seconded by Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess.

With there being no further business to
discuss, Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting on a motion by
Councilman Reedy and seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 6:41 p.m.

Mayor
City Manager



