A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON JULY 22, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, Susan Miller, Mayor & City Manager’s
Assistant, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank
Williams, Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: [T Technician John Hopkins, BFD Chief
Bailey, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) Mike
Bolen, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield,
Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker, and Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by prayer by Pastor
Vondie Cook with Cross Point Church.
The public had the option to join the
meeting in person, listen by WEB-X from
their computer, or listen by phone, using
the weblink or phone number provided
the day of the meeting on the City’s
webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s
Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all
members of Council were present. The
Mayor said that there was a quorum.
Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the July 8, 2025, Council
Meeting, copies of which had been
distributed to each member.

Council unanimously approved the

minutes as written on a motion by



Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone, dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer, click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel. There wasn’t anyone
who signed up to speak online. Mary
West thanked Council for the work they
are doing and voiced concerns about
speeding drivers on Larew and for tree
stumps to be removed. Steven Webb with
Dias Floral reiterated the need for a
parking spot for their delivery driver.
Carol Workman voiced concerns of loud
music in her neighborhood and asked for
the noise ordinance to be updated.
Christina Baisden spoke regarding her
interpretation of Roberts Rules of Order.
Daniele Stewart gave Council a sheet
with her eight year plan for using the
opioid settlement money with a
description of a director’s position to
oversee the use of this settlement money.
Next were Brief Comments From the
Mayor, Council Members, and the Interim
City Manager. Councilwoman Bullock
thanked Beckley PD, expressed her
request for a portion of the City’s opioid

settlement funds to be donated to the



Raleigh County Board of Education, and
invited the Mayor to the NAACP event on
August 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. She inquired
about the progress of the Land Reuse
Agency (LRA). Councilman Buchanan
asked Chief Code Enforcement Officer
Morgan if permits were issued for the
work at Hargrove Apartments. Officer
Morgan said yes. Councilman Williams
thanked Code Enforcement for its help
recently and suggested that a Welcome
Center be located in the former Waitkus
Eye Center Building. Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess said the sidewalks
need attention as grass and weeds
growing through and around them needs
to be cut. Councilwoman Coots said that
August 5™ is National Night Out and
invited everyone to attend the event at
Wildwood House at 2:00 p.m. The
Mayor said

August 23" is Boots verses Badges
Basketball fundraiser and asked for
everyone’s support. The event starts at
2:00 p.m. in Woodrow Wilson’s
gymnasium. The Mayor asked Jill
Moorefield to highlight some of the
upcoming events the City will be hosting.

Councilwoman Hunter said



that tomorrow is the Mountaineer Food
Bank distribution for the public at Epling
Stadium at 9:00 a.m. .

She requested additional speed
humps/bumps on Larew Avenue and
congratulated Chris Daniels for recently
winning the 2025 WV Senior Amateur
Championship and the recent local golf
tournament

. She said a vape/smoke shop ordinance
is needed. She asked everyone to
remember Will Shumate in prayer for his
health condition. Councilman Reedy had
no comments. Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell said the vape/smoke shop
ordinance should be on the next agenda
for the first reading. He is working on the
committee for members to be on the Land
Reuse Agency. He has been working off
of the information listed in the
comprehensive plan including updating
the employee policy manual (it hasn’t
been updated since 2017 and a
professional firm may be considered for
updating the manual), job descriptions,
and implementing a benefits committee.
He is also having the City maps worked
on. The Beckley Sanitary Board and the
Code Enforcement office is compiling a

list of vacant buildings in City limits.



He said Jessica is busy working on year
end procedures.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old
business.

NEW BUSINESS: Next on the agenda
was the approval of the FY2025-2026
General Fund Budget Revisions. City
Manager Jarrell said that in March of
2025 (when he started), the revenues for
the FY2025-2026 budget were estimated
conservatively. The City did not
anticipate receiving the amount of
revenue it actually received when
finalizing its budget. Anything that was
above and beyond what the City expected,
Mr. Jarrell said it would be putin a
contingency fund for Council to decide
how to allocate or spend the money. The
money was not put in a different expense
account. Mr. Jarrell said the budget being
discussed tonight has not changed at all
other than the increase in revenue.

Jessica said the line item of the Coal
Severance that was recently approved was
added to the General Fund Budget. The
Mayor asked for a motion to approve the
budget revisions as presented.
Councilman Reedy made the motion
seconded by Councilwoman Coots. The

Mayor asked if there were any questions.



Councilman Williams asked for
clarification regarding the amount listed
for Parks & Recreation.

City Manager Jarrell said it is $2.9M for
FY-2025-2026 and is exactly what was
previously approved. Jessica said that
this budget does not include the Parks and
Recreation budget. She said that it is just
the General Fund and does not affect the
Parks & Rec. department at all.
Councilman Reedy suggested the
information is on page five showing
$2.9M for Parks & Rec. City Manager
Jarrell told Council they are welcome to
call him to discuss the budget(s) at any
time. The Mayor asked for all in favor to
say aye and those opposed to say nae.
Five Council members voted to approve
the budget revisions. Councilpersons
Williams and Hunter voted against the
budget revisions. The Mayor asked for a
show of hands which confirmed the 5-2

vote.



The Request For Revision To Approved
Budget and Resolution To Adopt Budget
are hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Councilwoman Bullock asked if revisions
can be made to the budget at any time.
Jessica and Mr. Jarrell said yes. Jessica
said that the Parks and Recreation that is
listed includes the hotel/motel tax that the
City is required to distribute to the
Convention Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) and
to the Parks & Rec. department, so it is
not all a General Fund contribution.
Councilwoman Hunter asked if the one
percent sales tax is earmarked for
anything in particular. Jessica said no,
it’s part of the general fund budget.
Councilwoman Hunter said that she does
not recall this Council voting to remove
$497K previously allocated for the
Welcome Center and questioned if it was
added to Black Knight’s budget. Jessica
sad that she wasn’t aware of what
Councilwoman Hunter was referring to.
She and Mr. Jarrell said that they would
be happy to meet with her and meet with
any other members of Council that may
have questions regarding the budget. The
Mayor reminded everyone that beginning
in August 2025 Council meetings will be
on the first and third Tuesday of each

month at 5:30 p.m. The Mayor



announced that the Parking Commission
Meeting was cancelled for tonight.

With there being no further business to
discuss, Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting on a motion by
Councilman Williams and seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

Mayor
City Manager



