A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON JULY 08, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, Susan Miller, Mayor & City Manager’s
Assistant, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank
Williams, Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: [T Technician Anthony Martin, BFD
Deputy Chief Allard, Director of Board of Public Works
(BPW) Mike Bolen, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill
Moorefield, Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker, and
Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by prayer by Pastor
Monte Mitchell with the Beckley
Presbyterian Church . The public had the
option to join the meeting in person, listen
by WEB-X from their computer, or listen
by phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all
members of Council were present. The
Mayor said that there was a quorum.
Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the June 24, 2025, Council
Meeting, copies of which had been
distributed to each member.

Council unanimously approved the

minutes as written on a motion by



Councilwoman Coots seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone, dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer, click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel. There wasn’t anyone
who signed up to speak online. Mary
West requested more speed humps on
Larew Avenue and voiced concerns about
trees in alleyways. She said tree stumps
need to be removed. John Paul DeJarnett
is the superintendent of a correctional
center located near the old Beckley
Hospital. He said the individuals in the
correctional program help clean churches,
mow lawns at cemeteries, etc. He said
that if help is needed with this type of
work to contact him at 304-256-6780.
Christina Baisden said the City still needs
to be transparent, and the public needs a
way to interact and address Council.
Danielle Stewart voiced her opinion about
the deficit the City’s Parks and
Recreation’s department has in its budget
and referenced several state codes.
Shaleaeen Farhart is a student and shared
her vision for downtown. She would like
to see it have more walkability. Chief

Deputy Allard, along with two officers



from the BPD updated Council on
programs implemented to help those
struggling with addiction. To date,
fourteen officers have been CIT trained
(Crisis Intervention Training). The BPD
has a Peer Recovery Support Specialist,
Heather Williams, who also helps.
Together, they work with the WV Sober
Living Program to help individuals with
addiction find placement in rehabilitation
services.

Next were Brief Comments From the
Mayor, Council Members, and the Interim
City Manager. Councilwoman Bullock
invited everyone to the NAACP State
Conference on August 8% & 9™ at Heart
of God Ministries. She thanked various
departments for their help. She thanked
the correctional facility for permitting the
inmates to mow Wright-Hunter Cemetery.
She thanked Mr. Jarrell for his
willingness to listen and offer help when
needed. She recommended that the City
give the RCBOE (Raleigh County Board
of Education) $1M of its opioid money.
Councilman Buchanan asked if the tents
set up selling fireworks on various
parking lots had to have permits. Chief
Code Enforcement Officer Morgan said

yes. Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica



Chandler said they are required to pay
B&O taxes. He said that Harper Road is
also experiencing a major problem with
homelessness. He thanked City Attorney
Mr. File for staying with the City.
Councilman Williams thanked various
departments for their help recently and
said the departments are doing a good job.
He also thanked Council members.
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess
thanked the BPD for their work on a
recent issue on Woodlawn Avenue. She
asked if the people who set up tents on
various parking lots selling puppies and
other things have permits. She said an
ordinance needs to be written regarding
this issue. She said each of the
departments is doing a great job.
Councilwoman Coots has similar
concerns regarding puppies being sold
and out in the heat. She thanked all of the
departments for the work they do. She
said the opioid fund topic still needs
addressed. She thanked Mr. Jarrell for his
willingness to hear Council and work on
issues. She asked Jessica Chandler
Interim Recorder Treasurer to explain
why there was more money in the budget

under the line item of City Attorney.



Jessica said it is because in December of
2024, Mr. File was considering retiring.
In anticipating having to hire a new City
Attorney, the City wanted to be able to
offer a competitive salary. Mr. File’s
salary is very low compared to other City
Attorneys in West Virginia. The City
Attorney line item was increased to
provide funds to pay Mr. File’s
replacement. The Mayor said he attended
the Bill Wither’s Festival and had a great
time. He thanked Ms. Sholin Farhat for
addressing Council about what she wants
her city to become. The Mayor said that
the public can talk to Council members
before or after meetings, as well as speak
to him. Councilwoman Hunter said more
speed humps/bumps are needed on
Larew. She thinks the Welcome Center
needs to reopen. She would like to see
the ordinance regarding vape/smoke
shops on an upcoming agenda. She
thanked the Mayor for his part in
coordinating the Mountain State Golf
Classic event this weekend in Beckley.
She said the second Friday of each month
is the Veterans Mobile Food Pantry at
Epling Stadium from 10-11:30. Cat food
and dog food will be available. She

thanked Doug Epling for allowing the



Epling Stadium to be used for this.
Councilman Reedy said the fireworks
display the City held was a nice event and
thanked the Epling’s for the fireworks
display the following night. He asked
Leslie Baker for an update about getting a
new swimming pool at New River Park.
She said the City got the earmark so the
first hurdle was a success and this
particular grant does not require a match
from the City. Councilman Reedy
suggested moving Beckley Events &
Beckley Outdoors departments to the
building where the former Welcome
Center was located and rent bicycles out
of that location. Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell thanked the staff and
Council for their work. He thanked Jill
Moorefield for the recent events held in
the City and for the upcoming events. He
said paving will be taking place on
Northwestern Avenue. He said a bid was
recently put out for the paving of Dorcas
Avenue, Nixon Drive, and Mercer Street,
which is funded through CDBG. He said
the Ewart Avenue paving project will be
put out for bid as soon as Beckley Water
and Beckley Sanitary Board finish
working there. He said there is a FEMA

project there now also.



He thanked the Raleigh County Board of
Education for donating playground
equipment being installed at the park on
Barbour Avenue.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old
business.

NEW BUSINESS: Next was the award
bid(s) for the removal and installation of
roofs on fire stations 1 & 2. Fire Station 1
(FS1) is located on 3™ Avenue and Fire
Station 2 (FS2) is located on Pikeview
Drive. Council unanimously approved a
motion by Councilman Reedy seconded
by Councilwoman Hunter to award the
bid for FS1 to Frye Roofing in the amount
of $79,076.00 and the bid for FS2 to
Vertex in the amount of $30,355.00.

Both bids were incorporated into the June
24,2025, Council minutes.

Next on the agenda was the Approval of
the FY2025-2026 Coal Severance Budget
Revision. Jessica Chandler said the
beginning balance of this budget needs
revised to determine what the City’s
estimations are. This revenue increases
the revenue by $30K in anticipation of
recetving that amount from tax revenue
which is estimated to be received in late

July or August.



She said the Coal Severance can be used
for streets and highways or for parks and
recreation. On the original budget it was
dedicated to the streets and highways
which is what is being proposed. The
additional $30K will be added towards
the streets and highways. Council
unanimously approved the FY2025-2026
Coal Severance Budget Revisions as
presented on a motion by Councilman
Buchanan seconded by Councilman
Reedy. There were no questions. The
FY2025-206 Coal Severance Fund
Resolution and Request For Revision to
Approve Budget are hereby incorporated

into these minutes.



Next on the agenda was the Approval of
the City Manager Employment
Agreement. Mr. File said that after having
discussions with each member of Council
this employment agreement seems to be
the consensus of the majority. Council
requested an employment agreement with
Mr. Jarrell to name him the City Manager
and remove the interim tag from his title.
If approved tonight, it would start today,
July 8, 2025, and is for one year at the
pay rate of $110,000/year which he is
currently being paid. After six months,
City Council will review his performance.
City Council will set goals and objectives
for Mr. Jarrell to work towards. This is a
one-year contract, but his performance
will be up for review after six months.
Mr. Jarrell will be provided with one
month’s severance pay and benefits,
unless he resigns on his own. The
Agreement also provides him with two
weeks of accrued vacation. The Mayor
asked for a motion to approve the
employment contract. Councilman Reedy
made the motion which was seconded by
Councilman Buchanan.

Councilwoman Coots asked if health
insurance will be provided to Mr. Jarrell

by the City. He said no, he has his own.



With there being no further discussion,
Council unanimously approved the
employment contract with Mr. Jarrell
which is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Council unanimously approved entering
into Executive Session concerning lease
negotiations at 7:42 p.m. on a motion by
Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilman Buchanan. The Mayor said
no votes are taken and no decisions are
made during Executive Session. Council
unanimously approved entering back into
the Regular Council meeting on a motion
by Councilwoman Hunter seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock at 8:05 p.m.
With there being no further business to
discuss, Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting on a motion by
Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 8:06 p.m.

Mayor
City Manager



