A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30 PM ON JUNE 24, 2025, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, Susan Miller, Mayor & City Manager’s Assistant, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Kip Buchanan, Sherrie Hunter,
and Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: IT Technician Anthony Martin, IT
Technician John Hopkins, BFD Chief Ed Thompson, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) Mike Bolen,
Beckley Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield, Chief Dean Bailey of BPD, Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker,
and Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer by Assistant Pastor Dusty
Brian with Bible Baptist Church. The public had the option to join the meeting in person,
listen by WEB-X from their computer, or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone number
provided the day of the meeting on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook
page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all members of
Council were present. The Mayor said that there was a quorum. Council dispensed with the
reading of the minutes from the June 5, 2025, Workshop, copies of which had been distributed
to each member.

Council unanimously approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess seconded by Councilwoman Hunter.

Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from the June 10, 2025, Regular Council
Meeting, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilwoman Coots seconded by
Councilman Williams.

Next on the Agenda were Brief Comments From the Mayor, Council Members, and the
Interim City Manager. Councilwoman Bullock invited Ms. Thompson who is a recent
Woodrow Wilson graduate to introduce herself at the meeting. She will attend college soon to
be a dentist and wants to return to Beckley to practice. Councilwoman Bullock inquired about
the opioid settlement money, the Land Reuse Agency, and an ordinance regarding vape shops.
She hopes these items are addressed soon. Mr. File said these items are being worked on.
Interim City Manager Mr. Jarrell said these items can be included in a workday/workshop as
each item is ready. Each item requires specific details.

She and Councilwoman Coots attended their 45 high school reunion held at Black Knight;
she said it was great. She thanked Councilwoman Hunter for all she does for the City. She
thanked Kelli Gunnoe for all that she does. She thanked Mary West for speaking to the
leaders in Charleston regarding the rate hikes from Appalachian Power. Councilman
Buchanan said he is glad to see the City working to adopt a Vape/Smoke Shop Ordinance
soon, as well as the City working to use the opioid funds soon. He said the City had a lot of
business this past weekend with events at Black Knight and the pool at New River was well

attended. Councilman Williams thanked the Board of Public Works for their work and the

BPD for their assistance with an incident in his neighborhood recently.



Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess did not have any comments. Councilwoman Coots said
that she and Councilman Williams recently rode together touring each other’s Wards to learn
more about the City’s challenges. She would like to see the City have a “town hall” type of
collaboration with the residents of the City regarding how the opioid funds should be used.
She said Charleston, WV did this. The Mayor thanked all the departments involved in helping
host and prepare for the arrival of the Antique Automobile Club of America. He asked City
Events Director Jill Moorefield if she would like to share more about the Bill Withers Festival.
She said the concert is at the Bill Withers Plaza on Saturday from 1:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. and on
Sunday the documentary “Still Bill” will be at The Raleigh Playhouse & Theatre at 4:00 p.m.
and admission is $5.00. Councilwoman Hunter thanked everyone involved in the streetscape
clean-up project on Harper Road. She thinks Larew Avenue needs more speed humps. She
said this is the one-year anniversary of the City adopting a strong Council form of government
with a ceremonial Mayor. She also said itis troubling to her that Council did not have a vote
in the decision to close the Welcome Center. She said Beckley needs a Welcome Center. She
congratulated Tiffany and Noah Kapp on the recent opening of their new business in
downtown town called “Tiffany’s on Main”. Councilman Reedy said his comments will be
made during the Parking Commission Meeting.

Interim City Manager Phillip Jarrell thanked all of the departments that helped with the events
this past weekend and he thanked Donnie Holcomb for holding the event in Beckley. He said
Black Knight had a busy weekend and the pool at New River has been very busy.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business.

Next was the receipt of bids for the removal and installation of roofs on fire stations 1 & 3.
Fire Station 1 (FS1) is located on 3™ Avenue and Fire Station 2 (FS2) is located on Pikeview
Drive. The Mayor said these bids will be reviewed for possible award at a future Council
meeting. The first bid was from Vertex Roofing for FS1 for $84,645.00 and FS2 for
$30,355.00. Vertex Roofing’s bid for metal roofing for FS1 was $248,046.00 and for metal
roofing for FS2 was $88,954.00. Dan Hill Construction’s bid for FS1 was $136,738.00 and
$65,950.00 for FS2. Dan Hill Construction’s bid for metal roofing for FS1 was $494,886.00
and $186,578.00 for FS2. Frye Roofing’s bid for FS1 was $79,076.00 and $39,409.00 for

FS2. Fry Roofing did not submit a bid for metal roofing.



The bid(s) are incorporated into these minutes.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone, dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer, click the “hand icon” on your participant’s panel. There
wasn’t anyone who signed up to speak online. Mary West requested more speed humps on
Larew Avenue. She said the public needs to share their opinions when given the opportunity
regarding power companies consistently requesting rate hikes. Christina Baisden spoke about
Black Knight, recent hires of the City and said the City needs a homeless shelter. She also
complained about Council’s lack of response to her questions. Danielle Stewart voiced her
opinion about the City’s general fund and the budget, targeting the figures included for the
City Attorney’s Office.

Council unanimously approved entering into Executive Session on a motion by Councilman
Reedy seconded by Councilman Buchanan. Council entered Executive Session for lease
negotiations and a personnel issue at 7:03 p.m.

Council unanimously approved entering back into the Regular Council Meeting on a motion
by Councilman Buchanan seconded by Councilwoman Coots at 7:43 p.m. With there being
no further business to discuss, Council unanimously approved adjourning the meeting on a
motion by Councilman Williams seconded by Councilwoman Hunter.

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:44 p.m.

The Parking Commission Meeting was held following the Council meeting.

Mayor City Manager



