A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON APRIL 22, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, Susan Miller Mayor & City Manager’s
Assistant, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, Nancy Shoemaker-
Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: [T Technician Anthony Martin, IT
Director Bill Kelly, BFD Chief Ed Thompson, Director
of Board of Public Works (BPW) Pam Frey, Beckley
Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield, Chief Dean Bailey
of BPD, Parks & Rec. Director Leslie Baker, and Chief
Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by prayer by
Assistant Pastor Bryan Knight with
Beckley First Baptist Church. The public
had the option to join the meeting in
person, listen by WEB-X from their
computer, or listen by phone, using the
weblink or phone number provided the
day of the meeting on the City’s webpage
at Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook
page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all
members of Council were present and
there was a quorum. Council dispensed
with the reading of the minutes from the
April 8, 2025, Council Meeting, copies of
which had been distributed to each

member. Council unanimously approved

the minutes as written on a motion by



Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Coots.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the April 15, 2025, Special
Council Meeting, copies of which had
been distributed to each member. Council
unanimously approved the minutes as
written on a motion by Councilman
Williams seconded by Councilwoman
Hunter.

Next on the Agenda was Brief Comments
From the Mayor, Council Members, and
the Interim City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock read a letter that
she received from Congresswoman Carol
Miller thanking her for her service.
Councilman Buchanan confirmed that the
golf course at Black Knight will open
May 1*' and a quote for Wi-Fi at the
campground at New River Park was
recently put out for bid. He asked the
City Attorney if any member of Council
is asked to serve on the board of directors
for any organizations should they first
discuss it with him if they think there
could possibly be a conflict of interest.
Mr. File said yes. Councilman Williams
thanked Code Enforcement for recently

inviting him to a meeting and the Board



of Public Works on a job well done
during spring cleanup.

Councilwoman Dingess also thanked the
Code Enforcement Office. Councilwoman
Coots encouraged others to see Steel
Magnolias at The Raleigh Playhouse and
Theatre and to shop locally to support
local businesses. She said that this
Council is no longer considered new and
it is time to get busy drafting ordinances
and making necessary changes to help the
City. The Mayor said that the City will
have a booth set up tomorrow at the
Beckley Raleigh County Convention
Center for Future Forward and
encouraged the public to attend.
Councilwoman Hunter was grateful for
the thirty-two students from Stratton who
recently participated in a litter sweep.
She said today is National Earth Day.
She presented Coby Dillion with a
Certificate of Achievement for being the
WYV High School Soccer Player of the
Year. Councilman Reedy said that he is
grateful for the upcoming Workshop on
the 29 and looks forward to progress
being made and thanked Interim City
Manager Jarrell for scheduling the

Workshop.



He said he, like Councilwoman Coots
thinks that it is time for Council to get
busy making necessary changes.

Mr. Jarrell said that he appreciated the
staff and thanked them for their hard
work. He said that while he was at Future
Forward earlier today various topics were
discussed. Among them were parking,
landbanks, and the Rails To Trails.

OLD BUSINESS: Mr. File said that the
first reading of the ordinance titled
“Ordinance Establishing Free Two (2)
On-Street Parking In Downtown Beckley
passed on the first reading during the
April 8, 2025, Regular Council Meeting.
Tonight is the second reading and public
hearing on this ordinance. Mr. File said
that 15-minute parking spaces and
parking spaces marked reserved will
remain, as well as monthly paid parking
spaces. He read the ordinance by title,
Ordinance Establishing Free Two (2)
Hour On-Street Parking In Downtown
Beckley. Mr. File opened the public
hearing. Christina Baisden said that she
appreciated the free two-hour parking, but
a discussion should have taken place
during a Parking Commission Meeting.
With there being no further comments,

Mr. File closed the public hearing.



Council unanimously approved the
ordinance as presented on a motion by
Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



NEW BUSINESS: The Mayor opened
bids for asphalt, concrete,
stone/abrasives/sand, and reinforcement
rods. The first bid was from Appalachian
Aggregates, LLC and is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



The second bid was from Southern WV
Paving and is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



The third bid was from Triple A Paving
and is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



The last bid was from Premier Concrete
Services and is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



The bids will be reviewed by the two
Council members at Large, Board of
Public Works Director, the Interim City
Manager, and the Interim Recorder
Treasurer for possible award at a future
Council meeting. Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess asked Pam Frey for
the procedure to request specific streets
be added to the list for paving. Pam said
Council can email her the street name and
she will see if is on the list already
composed and if not, depending on the
budget and time, the street may be added
to the list or it may need to be put on the
list for a later date. Interim City Manager
Jarrell said that bids will also be accepted
from the WV State Department of
Transportation.

Next was the first reading of an ordinance
titled “Ordinance Changing Starting Time
Of Regular Meetings Of Beckley
Common Council From 6:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. On Second And Fourth Tuesdays Of
Each Month”. Mr. Filed read the
ordinance by title and said if passed
tonight the second reading and public
hearing will be during the May 13%
Council meeting. Councilman Reedy
made a motion to adopt the ordinance

seconded by Councilman Williams.



The Mayor asked if there were any
questions or comments from Council.
Councilwoman Hunter said that the
Raleigh County Board of Education
(RCBOE) Meetings are held on the same
days of the week and start at 5:30 p.m.
She said she thinks that City Council
Meetings should remain starting at 6:30
p.m. Councilman Williams asked if the
RCBOE Meetings also start at 5:30.
Interim City Manager Jarrell confirmed.
The Mayor asked if there were any other

questions for comments.



With there being none, Council voted to
approve the ordinance as presented with
all members of Council voting in favor of
the ordinance with the exception of
Councilwoman Hunter who voted against
the ordinance. The ordinance is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone: dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer: click the “hand icon” on your
participant’s panel. There wasn’t anyone
who signed up to speak online.

Mary West expressed concerns regarding
the placement of speed humps on Larew
Avenue. She said that she is having the
trees that are of concern to her near her
residence taken care of. She expressed
her opposition to changing the City
Council Meetings to 5:30 p.m. Next,
Tom Moseley said that the restrooms at
New River Park need to be unlocked for
the public to use and some of the picnic
tables need attention there. He said that
the playground equipment sits in the sun
all day and needs covered because it is
hot when children want to play on it. He
requested that a fence be installed so the
Board of Public Works isn’t visible while
at the park. Christinia Baisden said that
she appreciated the documents for this
meeting being posted on the City’s
website. She was opposed to changing
City Council Meetings to 5:30 p.m.

She said that morale at the Board of

Public Works is not good.



Next on the Agenda was Potential
Executive Session Regarding A Personnel
Issue. Council unanimously approved
entering Executive Session on a motion
by Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilman Williams at 7:07 p.m.
Council unanimously agreed to enter back
into the Regular Council Meeting at 8:01
p.m. on a motion by Councilwoman
Coots seconded by Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess. With there being no
further business to discuss, Council
unanimously approved adjourning the
meeting on a motion made by
Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilman Buchanan. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

Mayor

Interim City Manager



