A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30 PM ON APRIL 8, 2025, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager Phillip Jarrell, Mayor and City Manager’s Assistant
Susan Miller, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler, City Attorney Bill File. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie Hunter,
and Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: IT Director Bill Kelly, BFD Chief Ed
Thompson, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) Pam Frey, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill
Moorefield, Chief Dean Bailey of BPD, and Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan. ABSENT:
Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer by Assistant Pastor Sam
Peterson with Faith Community Church. The public had the option to join the meeting in
person, listen by WEB-X from their computer, or listen by phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the City’s
Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all members of
Council were present and there was a quorum. Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the March 25, 2025, Council Meeting, copies of which had been distributed to
each member. Council unanimously approved the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Williams seconded by Councilman Reedy.

For informational purposes Chief Code Enforcement Officer Morgan read the Notice of

Application for WV ABCA License at 110 Harper Park Drive for a change in ownership of the

Hampton Inn. A copy of the application is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was Brief Comments From the Mayor, Council Members, and the Interim
City Manager. Councilwoman Bullock thanked several people beginning with news reporter
Jessica Farrish for interviewing her as a "Remarkable Woman” on March 31, 2025.
Councilwoman Bullock thanked Councilman Reedy for his kind remarks, and Councilwoman
Hunter for the picture she gave her. Councilwoman Bullock congratulated Jessica Farrish on
the award she received. Councilwoman Bullock invited everyone to attend the 80™ Charter
Day Luncheon Beckley Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Data Sorority. Dr. Roslyn Clark
Artis is the President of Benidict College and the Keynote Speaker. Lunch begins at 11:00
and is $50.00. Councilwoman Bullock expressed concern regarding juveniles climbing the
fence at the old Piney Oaks Elementary School to gain access to the building. Chief Bailey of
the BPD said that he’ll look into it. Councilman Buchanan asked IT Director Bill Kelly if Wi-
Fi is available at the campground yet. Mr. Kelly said no but it will be soon. Councilman
Buchanan confirmed that the tentative opening date for the golf course at Black Knight is
April 14® The Mayor said yes, that is a tentative date. Councilman Buchanan asked if the list
of buildings the City owns is still being compiled. Interim City Manager Jarrell said yes.
Councilman Buchanan asked if the assets for disposal are almost ready to be put up for
auction. Interim Recorder-Treasurer said yes, an advertisement will run in the paper first.
Councilman Williams as well as the other Council members thanked Events Coordinator Jill
Moorefield for the Bill Withers Festival. Councilman Williams, as well as the other members
of Council thanked the Board of Public Works for all their hard work for spring cleanup.
Councilwoman Dingess said her concerns have been addressed at the last Council meeting.
Councilwoman Coots thanked Mr. Jarrell for the work he has done in the short amount of time
that he has been here. She thanked the Beckley Sanitary Board for the projects they are
overseeing on Maxwell Hill. Councilwoman Coots congratulated Councilwoman Bullock for
her recognition as a “Remarkable Woman”.

The Mayor said that he presented a Proclamation at Just For Kids yesterday to help bring
awareness to April being Child Abuse Awareness Month. Councilwoman Hunter said that
Just For Kids is a great non-profit that falls under the United Way umbrella. Councilwoman
Hunter read aloud a letter from someone expressing their request for free parking in the City in
more places than it is currently offered. Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler said that
parking fees help pay for the Beckley Intermodal Gateway and helps pay for insurance on the
parking lots. Councilman Reedy said that more regarding parking will be discussed at the
Parking Commission Meeting on April 22™ after the Regular Council Meeting. Among some
of Councilman Reedy’s concerns were the Charles House and the Greyhound Bus Station. He
is hoping that Council will be able to look deeper into these concerns soon. Councilman
Reedy said that Dolly Pardon’s Imagination Station was supported last year with a $16K
contribution. It was from the general fund and hopes it can be supported regularly.

He realizes that the budget has already been approved for this year but would like to see the

City support this organization in the future.



Councilwoman Coots said that her sorority made a $6K contribution to this organization and
perhaps the City and her sorority could discuss this in more detail next year. Interim City
Manager Jarell said that General Manager Jeremiah Johnson is out of town on business for the
Beckley Sanitary Board. Mr. Jarrell said that he has been meeting with various organizations,
committees, serving on board of directors, and recently held a department head meeting. He
said that he hired someone to manage the golf course at Black Knight and attended the Upper
Big Branch Memorial Ceremony last Saturday.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS: Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica Chandler discussed the State Contract
Pricing For The Beckley Fire Department. Reimbursement from the fire levy can be used to
purchase 2, F-150’s through Thornhill Ford for $44, 516.00 each and 1 GMC 3500 HD
through Matheny GMC for $50,162.00. Council unanimously approved the purchase on a
motion by Councilwoman Coots seconded by Councilman Williams.

Information regarding the vehicles was provided to Council for review prior to the meeting

and is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the agenda was the Approval Of Purchasing Cooperative Pricing For A Paver For The
Board Of Public Works. Interim City Manager Jarrell said Boyd Cat can provide the City with
a new 2024 Weiler Paver for $211,625.00. Councilman Williams asked if the City will still
contract paving work if this paver is purchased. Director of Board of Public Works Pam Frey
said that it depends on the size of the project and how the project is funded. She said that this
will be used for smaller jobs. Council unanimously approved the purchase of the paver on a
motion by Councilman Reedy seconded by Councilwoman Hunter. Information on the paver

was given to Council prior to the meeting and is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the agenda was the Ordinance Establishing Free Two (2) Hour Parking In Downtown
Beckley. Mr. File said that tonight is the first reading of the ordinance and if approved by
Council the second reading and public hearing will be during the April 22" Council Meeting.
Mr. File said that there will be two hour free parking in the City between the hours of 8:00
a.m. —4:30 p.m. . However, parking spaces that are currently reserved and 15 minute parking
spaces will remain. Mr. File read by title Ordinance Establishing Free Two (2) Hour On-
Street Parking In Downtown Beckley. Council unanimously approved the ordinance on a
motion by Councilman Reedy seconded by Councilman Williams. The ordinance is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



The Mayor read the Proclamation for Fair Housing Month. It is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced that if calling by phone: dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer: click the “hand icon” on your participants panel. There
wasn’t anyone who signed up to speak online.

Mary West expressed concerns regarding the placement of speed humps on Larew Avenue and
concerns about trees on Larew Avenue. Pam McTier with FEMA spoke about the flooding
that took place in our area in February. She said that over 13K homes in the area reached out
to FEMA for assistance and encouraged anyone affected by that flood needing help to reach
out to FEMA. Christina Baisden said that she continues to be disappointed with the lack of
transparency from Council. She complained about the response to her FOIA request and she
complained about how Executive Session is listed on the Agenda.

Reverand Calvin Moore, Jr. said that he is still waiting for the stormwater issues on Hartley
Avene to be corrected. He does not think that he was offered enough money for his house and
the stormwater issues affected the foundation of his home and the outbuildings he built.
Councilwoman Bullock asked him if he is requesting additional money for the sale of his
house. He said yes. She said that the stormwater issues in this area have taken too long. She
told Reverand Moore, Jr. that she will go to the Beckley Sanitary Board with him to discuss
this with General Manager Jeremiah Johnson.

With there being no further business to discuss, Council unanimously approved adjourning the
meeting on a motion made by Councilman Reedy seconded by Councilwoman Coots. The

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

Mayor Interim City Manager



