A WORKSHOP OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT 5:00 PM
ON MARCH 4, 2025, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, Nancy Shoemaker-
Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: IT Tech Anthony Martin, Director of P&R
Leslie Baker, Supervisor of Board of Public Works Mike
Bolen, Captain Parson of BFD, Director of Board of
Public Works (BPW) Pam Frey, Beckley Events
Coordinator Jill Moorefield, Chief Dean Bailey of BPD,
and Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.
Guest speakers: Jina Belcher, NRGRDA Executive
Director, Andy Davis with NRGRDA, Sam Rich with
Thrasher Engineering, and Sam Wilkes with Thrasher.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
5:00 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person, listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

You may view the workshop by logging
on to Beckley.org or going to the City's
Facebook page. The Mayor reminded
everyone that this is a Workshop. No
votes will be taken and no decisions will
be made. It is open to the public, but
there will be no public comments.

The Mayor said the Agenda has three
items with the first being the remediation

of the old Beckley Landfill Site on New

Jersey Avenue. Sam Rich with Thrasher



Engineering discussed a remediation
grant for the old Beckley landfill site on
New Jersey Avenue. A feasibility study
for a visitor center and amphitheater,
potential relocation of Theater West
Virginia, and various development plans
need to be decided upon by Council. He
said the project team is updating Council.
The options for cleaning up the landfill
include off-site disposal, on-site
repository, or capping in place. Thrasher
recommends capping in place as the most
feasible and cost-effective option for
remediation. The City of Beckley
received a $500,000 grant for the
environmental cleanup and
redevelopment of the old Beckley
Landfill site. A feasibility study is
needed to determine the scope and cost of
the proposed visitor center and
amphitheater. The City needs to consider
committing to supporting the final grant
request and potentially matching funds for
the feasibility study. The facility is
owned by the park service, but they don't
have the money to maintain it. Theater
West Virginia is discussing the possibility
of moving to a new location. The
proposed project could include a visitor

center and amphitheater, but there is room



for flexibility in determining the final
asset.

Councilwoman Hunter asked if there are
any other public areas for campgrounds
besides the one at New River Park. Sam
Wilkes said plans for interpretive trails
from the visitor center to the mill site are
needed and a feasibility study is needed to
determine the best use for the property
such as a theater and other potential
developments. Jina Belcher said the
relocation of the shooting

range and road planning should be
considered in the overall project.
Finalization of the remediation plan and
construction documents are needed.
Implementing access controls and fencing
contaminated areas will address
contamination at the mill site if necessary.
NRGRDA is awaiting finalization of the
State’s budget to determine the funding
amount to see what has been approved.
NRGRDA would like to determine the
commitment and support of City Council
for the final grant request and long-term
sustainability of the project. NRGRDA
also suggested that a feasibility study for
the project be conducted and the project
cost be determined. Councilman Reedy
suggested that a tour of the property for
the Council members be scheduled for
this spring. Thrasher will assist in
obtaining the necessary permits for the

project.



Councilwoman Hunter said the need to
assess the need for capturing and treating
leachate once the areas are capped is
important. NRGRDA asked the City to
consider matching funds for the feasibility
study. Andy Davis with NRGRDA
suggested prioritizing and planning in
phases for the project implementation.
NRGRDA plans on putting out an RFP
for firms to respond to with a cost
estimate for the feasibility study, source
proposals and it will come back to
Council with a request for match funding.

Jina asked Council to consider the
relocation of the shooting range and start
looking for potential properties. She said
the grant money will be spent and submit
reimbursement requests will then be
submitted to the EPA. Tom Sopher spoke
in favor of developing the area being
discussed. Director of Parks &
Recreation Leslie Baker explained the
vicinity of trail development and Mitch
Lehman explained how this plan can tie
into the outdoor economic development
plan as well as the comprehensive plan.
The representative that was to attend and
discuss a dog park was not able to attend.
For more detailed information, the
recording including a slide presentation
and maps that were shared during this

workshop and can be viewed by visiting



beckley.org. With there being no further
business to discuss the Mayor adjourned

the meeting at 6:20 p.m.

Mayor

Interim City Manager



