A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON MARCH 11, 2025, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Phillip Jarrell, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Kip Buchanan, Nancy Shoemaker-
Dingess, Frank Williams, Janine Bullock, Sherrie
Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees
were present: [T Tech Anthony Martin, IT Director Bil
Kelly, Director of P&R Leslie Baker, BFD Captain Ernie
Parsons, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) Pam
Frey, Beckley Events Coordinator Jill Moorefield, Chief
Dean Bailey of BPD, and Chief Code Enforcement
Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor led in the Pledge of
Allegiance followed by a prayer by Pastor
John Jordan with Calvary Assembly of
God. The public had the option to join
the meeting in person, listen by WEB-X
from their computer, or listen by phone,
using the weblink or phone number
provided the day of the meeting on the
City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the
City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The Mayor said that all
members of Council were present and
there was a quorum. Council dispensed
with the reading of the minutes from the
February 25, 2025, Council Meeting,
copies of which had been distributed to
each member. Council unanimously
approved the minutes as written on a

motion by Councilwoman Hunter

seconded by Councilwoman Coots.



Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the March 4, 2025,
Workshop copies of which had been
distributed to each member. Council
unanimously approved the minutes as
written on a motion by Councilwoman
Hunter seconded by Councilman
Williams.

City Council considered and unanimously
adopted a Resolution authorizing the City
to accept the terms and conditions of the
Byrne Discretionary Community Project
Grant in the amount of $270,000 for the
purchase of six (6) patrol vehicles, the
motion being made by Councilman Reedy
seconded by Councilwoman Hunter.

The resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



City Council considered and unanimously
adopted a Resolution authorizing the City
to accept the terms and conditions of the
Edward Byrne Memorial Assistance
Grant in the amount of $21,779.00 for the
purchase of a GrayKey device, the motion
being made by Councilman Reedy,
seconded by Councilwoman Buchanan.
The resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



City Council considered and unanimously
adopted a Resolution authorizing the City
to accept the terms and conditions of the
Byrne Discretionary Community Project
Grant in the amount of $36,000.00 for the
purchase of (30) thirty bullet proof vests,
the motion being made by Councilman
Reedy seconded by Councilman
Williams. The resolution is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



City Council considered and unanimously
adopted a Resolution authorizing the City
to accept the terms and conditions of the
FY24 COPS Technology And Equipment
Program (Office of Community Oriented
Policing Services) in the amount of
$57,000.00 for the purchase of ten (10)
portable radios, the motion being made by
Councilman Buchanan seconded by
Councilman Reedy. The resolution is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the renewal of
contract with Soaring Hope Animal
Rescue Partners (SHARP) which began
in March of 2023. Interim Recorder
Treasurer Jessica Chandler said this
501C-3 group helps pick up and find
homes for stray animals in the City.
SHARP is requesting an increase of
$500.00 in the monthly amount the City
contributes, as well as the cost of
constructing a 3-4 run kennel ranging
between $8,500 - $10K. The cost of the
3-4 run kennel would be split between the
City and the County. Councilwoman
Coots made a motion seconded by
Councilman Buchanan to approve the
renewal of this contract. The Mayor
asked if any member of Council had any
questions. Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess said that she would like to see
this tabled until more information is
gathered from what this group does and
what the contribution the City makes to
the Raleigh County Humane Society
entails. Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dingess said that she has concerns that
need to be addressed and it will take more
time. She asked Jessica Chandler how
much the City contributes to the Raleigh

County Humane Society each year and if



the contribution to the Humane Society is
separate from the contract with SHARP.
Jessica said they are separate and the City
contributes $69K to the Humane Society
annually. Councilwoman Shoemaker-
Dinges said that she thinks the public
should be able to walk to the back of the
animal shelter to view the animals in need
of adoption, but the public is no longer
able to do so, they have to view pictures
of the animals needing adoption.
Councilwoman Hunter said she thinks
people should be allowed to view the pets
in need of being adopted also.
Councilwoman Bullock thanked Tonya
Williams for her help in rescuing a dog.
She also thanked Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess for inviting her to a
meeting regarding this and appreciates her
passion for helping cats and dogs.
Councilman Reedy said perhaps Council
can visit the Humane Society and a
Workshop may be needed. The Mayor
said the contract doesn’t expire until the
end of March. Council unanimously
approved a motion by Councilwoman
Hunter seconded by Councilman
Williams to table the previous motion to

approve the contract with SHARP.



Next on the Agenda was Brief Comments
from Council Members, the Mayor, and
the Interim City Manager.

Councilwoman Bullock asked if there is
an update on the playground equipment at
Barber Avenue and an update on getting a
traffic light installed at the Bypass near
the Soccer Complex. The Mayor said the
City is still working on the traffic light
but it isn’t likely to happen. He said at
best there may be a flashing light installed
there. Councilman Buchanan thanked
Mr. Jarrell for working on the budget and
asked for a list of the City’s assets
including vehicles and insurance.
Councilman Williams said he has
concerns about abandoned buildings in
the City and the City needs to decide if it
will attempt to lease or sell the buildings.
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said
the City needs a landbank.
Councilwoman Coots said potholes need
repaired in the City. Pam Frey Director
of Board of Public Works said that cold
patching has begun. The Mayor said he
would like to see a list of property the
City owns and thanked Mr. Jarrell for his
hard work this week on the budget.
Councilwoman Hunter said that perhaps

Larew Avenue could have speed humps



installed similar to those in front of
Academy Sports. Councilman Reedy said
he has been experiencing problems with
his email. Director of IT Bill Kelly said
that I'T will look into it. Councilman
Reedy encouraged other Council
members to check their Spam and Junk
email folders. Interim City Manager
Jarrell said that he has been busy meeting
with Department Heads while working on
the City’s budget.

OLD BUSINESS: Councilman Williams
said abandoned houses need attention in
the City. He said there is one house in his
Ward (IIT) that has needed attention for
fourteen years. He said the City’s
neighborhoods need to grow.
Councilwoman Bullock said abandoned
lots also need attention. Mr. File said that
he is currently working with Mr. Morgan
on an ordinance regarding a Land Reuse
Agency. Ms. Bullock also said that S.
Kanawha and S. Fayette Streets need
beautification. Councilman Williams said
all the sidewalks in the City need

attention.



NEW BUSINESS: The following bids
were opened for DLAP Demo Group 6
consisting of the demolition of 13
buildings. The first was from Aster
Oilfield Services, Inc. for $100,200. Next
was Empire Salvage for $80,000. Next
was Reclaim Company for $159,410. The
last bid for Group 6 was from Tom’s Tear
Down & Take Away for $108,400.

Next, the following bids were opened for
DLAP Demo Group 7 consisting of the
demolition of 2 buildings. First was a
bid from Aster Oilfield Services, Inc. for
$37,650. Next was from Empire Salvage
for $53,151. The last bid for Group 7 was
from Tom’s Tear Down & Takeaway for
$47,480. All bids will be forwarded to
the two Council people at large, Chief
Code Enforcement Officer Donald
Morgan, and Interim Recorder Treasurer
Jessica Chandler for possible award at a
future meeting.

Next, Mr. Brian Brown gave a
presentation updating Council on “The
Market” which is a development on
Central Avenue he is hoping to work with
the City on soon. He, Interim City
Manager Jarrell, and Chief Code

Enforcement Officer Morgan will



schedule a meeting to discuss the details
and gather more information as to exactly
what Mr. Brown is requesting from the
City.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor
announced that if calling by phone: dial
*3 to raise your hand. If connected by
computer: click the “hand icon” on your
participants panel. Anthony Martin, IT
Technician said there wasn’t anyone who
signed up to speak online.

Mary West spoke about alleyways on
Larew needing cleaned, trees needing
trimmed or cut down, and drivers
speeding. She asked if Larew Avenue
could become a one way street. Tom
Moseley said there is a litter problem in
Ward III. Councilman Williams said that
he is aware of the issue. Councilwoman
Hunter asked Mr. Moseley to see her after
the meeting to discuss a litter index in the
area(s) he mentioned. Pam Upton asked
Council to be mindful that SHARP is
separate from the Raleigh County
Humane Society, and that SHARP needs
the contract with the City.

Council unanimously agreed to enter into
Executive Session on a motion by
Councilman Williams seconded by

Councilwoman Coots at 7:39 p.m.



Council unanimously agreed to enter back
into the Regular Council Meeting at 8:24
p.m. on a motion by Councilman
Williams seconded by Councilwoman
Coots at 8:24 p.m.

With there being no further business to
discuss Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting on a motion made
by Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess. The
Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:24

p.m.

Mayor

Interim City Manager



