A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON OCTOBER 8§, 2024, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Ann Worley, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank
Williams, Kip Buchanan, Janine Bullock, and Council
persons at Large Sherrie Hunter and Cody Reedy. The
following City employees were present: Assistant
Director of IT Amy Evans, Anthony Martin IT, Chief
Coughlin of BFD, Director of Board of Public Works
(BPW) Pam Frey, Chief Bailey of BPD, Director of
Parks & Recreation Leslie Baker, and Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person or listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.
Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the September 24, 2024,
regular council meeting, copies of which
had been distributed to each member.
Council unanimously approved the
minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess.
Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the Special Council meeting

dated October 3, 2024, copies of which

had been distributed to each member.



Council unanimously approved the
minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman Hunter.

Next on the Agenda was the anticipated
Executive Session. Council unanimously
approved entering into Executive Session
at 6:34 p.m. on a motion by Councilman
Reedy seconded by Councilwoman Coots.
Council unanimously approved entering
back into the regular Council meeting at
6:44 p.m. on a motion by Councilman
Reedy seconded by Councilwoman
Hunter.

Next on the Agenda was the hiring of
City Manager and approval of
employment terms in employment
contract. Mr. File said the contract has
been negotiated by the City and Mr.
Resare. Council unanimously approved
hiring Mr. Michael Resare as the City
Manager on a motion by Councilwoman
Hunter seconded by Councilman Reedy.
Mr. File said Mr. Resare will start
December 1, 2024. His contract is a three
and a half year contract ending June 1,
2028, with the option to renew/extend the
contract. His annual salary will be

$126,200.00.



Mr. Resare will be relocating from
Arizona. Councilman Reedy said he is
excited for Mr. Resare to start and looks
forward to being part of the City of
Beckley having its first City Manager.
Councilwoman Bullock said that Mr.
Resare is well qualified. The Mayor said
that he is excited and glad the City is
moving forward. Councilman Williams
said that it was a tough decision and he
too is looking forward to the new City
Manager starting in December.

Next on the Agenda was the
reappointment of Leslie Baker to the
Beckley-Raleigh County Marketing
Committee for Visit Southern WV.
Council unanimously approved a motion
to approve the reappointment by
Councilwoman Coots

seconded by Councilman Reedy.

Next on the Agenda was the
reappointment of Jill Moorefield to the
Beckley-Raleigh County Marketing
Committee for Visit Southern WV.
Council unanimously approved a motion
to approve the reappointment by
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess

seconded by Councilman Reedy.



Next on the Agenda was the appointment
of Councilman Kip Buchanan to the
Planning Commission as Council’s
representative. Council unanimously
approved the appointment on a motion by
Councilwoman Hunter seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock.

Next on the Agenda was the appointment
of the City Manager to the Planning
Commission as the administration’s
representative. Council unanimously
approved the appointment on a motion
made by Councilman Reedy seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock.

Next on the Agenda was the appointment
of the City Manager to the Region |
Planning & Development Council.
Council unanimously approved the
appointment on a motion by
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess
seconded by Councilman Reedy.

Next on the Agenda is the award of the
Audit Request For Proposal (RFP).
Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler said the Procurement
Committee met and discussed the three
bids received to perform the City’s audits.
The committee agreed to hire Ferrari and
Associates at $23,000 for the 2022-23

audit and $24,250 for the 2024-25 audit.



Council unanimously approved the bid by
Ferrari and Associates to conduct the
audits on a motion by Councilman
Williams and seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock. The bid is hereby incorporated

into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was discussion and
action by City Council on an Ordinance
Authorizing City of Beckley To Convey
131.47 Acres Of Real Estate, More Or
Less, Located In The Pinecrest Industrial
Park In Beckley, Raleigh County, WV,
To The Raleigh County Commission For
The Purpose Of Economic Development
of This Real Estate. Prior to a motion
being made on the ordinance,
Councilwoman Hunter immediately
objected to the consideration of this
ordinance, saying this ordinance was
disposed of in a previous meeting and
unless there was substantial change to the
motion, it requires an entirely new
ordinance. She said there is no reason to
consider the question and objection to the
consideration of a question is a motion in
accordance with Robert’s Rules 26. She
said Council is governed by Robert’s
Rules of Order. Mr. File said the public
hearing was September 24, 2024, no
action was taken, and the ordinance was
not tabled. He said there was no motion
made and no vote taken in favor of or in

opposition to the ordinance.



Mr. File said that he thinks Council needs
to act on this ordinance and decide
whether to make a motion. If a motion is
made with a second to adopt the
ordinance, then Council can debate the
ordinance, and at that time a member of
Council can object to the ordinance and
make an appropriate motion.
Councilwoman Hunter said point of order
objection to the consideration of this
question does not require a second and in
accordance with Robert’s Rules 26-2-4.
(Members of the audience were speaking
out attempting to be heard and there was
substantial confusion to what Council was
attempting to say and do.) Mr. File read
the ordinance by title, an Ordinance
Authorizing City of Beckley To Convey
131.47 Acres Of Real Estate, More Or
Less, Located In The Pinecrest Industrial
Park In Beckley, Raleigh County, WV,
To The Raleigh County Commission For
The Purpose Of Economic Development
of This Real Estate. He said Council is
being asked, if it so desires, to adopt this

ordinance.

Councilwoman Hunter said that she
makes a motion to postpone this

ordinance indefinitely or to a specified



time. She said the City of Beckley
taxpayers have already paid $327,852.88
to settle a debt for the Pinecrest property.
Councilwoman Hunter said that she
believes that Council did not comment on
this during the last meeting and this is her
motion to move forward and to negate the
motion. Councilwoman Hunter said that
she makes a motion to postpone this
ordinance indefinitely or to another set
time. The Mayor asked for a second.
Councilwoman Bullock asked Mr. File to
explain the court documents regarding
this ordinance. She said there was a deed
and a covenant and she would like Mr.
File to further explain this. Mr. File said
that in the deed she is referring to there is
a provision that states that the property
was transferred and subject to certain
terms and conditions. Mr. File said this
deed also encompasses prior restrictions
that would be on record. He said that
there are more than just restrictions
between Pinecrest and the City of
Beckley.

There were also restrictions when this
property was deeded to the Pinecrest
group. The County Commission has
indicated that it has the economic ability

to prepare these lots for development.



There will be an agreement between the
County and the City that will contain
terms that both parties must abide by.
Councilman Williams asked before the
County became involved, did this
ordinance require the property be
conveyed. Mr. File said it did not.
Councilman Williams asked if the
agreement that the City had before the
County got involved, did it require the
City to sell this property to Pinecrest or is
the property already sold to Pinecrest.
Mr. File said there is no requirement in a
deed or in an agreement for the City to
reconvey this property to Pinecrest.

If this property is transferred by Council,
this property will be used for economic
development as was intended when this
property was transferred to the City of
Beckley. Councilman Williams said that
if the City had moved forward on this
from the beginning, the money would
have been available to spend on this
property. He said that is the reason why
the County is willing to accept it. Mr.
File said that he is not aware of an
agreement stating that ARPA funds, or
other specific funds, had to be used by the
City for infrastructure development. Mr.

File said the City agreed it would provide



funds to develop the infrastructure.
Councilwoman Hunter said the City did
not do it and there are too many
unanswered questions regarding this. She
said it is the responsibility of the City
which has the money to do the
infrastructure and the City should not
convey the property.

Councilwoman Hunter asked to have a
Workshop before any decisions are made.
The Mayor asked for a second to
Councilwoman Hunter’s motion to
postpone the ordinance. Councilman
Williams seconded the motion. The
Mayor asked for a show of hands of those
in favor of the motion to postpone action
on this ordinance until the next Council
meeting. Councilwoman Bullock,
Councilman Williams, Councilwoman
Coots, and Councilwoman Hunter raised
their hand. The Mayor asked for a show
of hands from the Council members
opposing the motion to postpone action
on this ordinance until the next Council
meeting. Councilman Buchanan,
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess, and
Councilman Reedy raised their hand. The
vote was 4-3 to postpone the ordinance

until the next Council meeting.



Councilwoman Coots asked Mr. File if a
Workshop could be scheduled. He said
yes.

The next item on the Agenda was a notice
of application for WVABCA Class Bl
license at 622 S. Fayette Street. No
action is required from Council, it is for
their edification only. The application
was from Hazelwood’s Quick Stop
Convenient Store, LLC. The application

is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda is the explanation for
the need to rebid Group #3 (consisting of
107 Elco Lane & 104 Hunter St.) for the
DLAP Grant. Two bids were received for
the same amount ($11K). The bids were
from Empire Salvage & Recycling, Inc.
and Tom’s Tear Down & Take Away.
Jessica said the State was contacted
regarding the rebidding process and both
contractors rebid this job. Empire
Salvage & Recycling’s bid was $8,000.
and Tom’s Tear Down and Takeaway was
$9,999.00. The contract was awarded to
the low bidder which was Empire

Salvage.



OLD BUSINESS: The Mayor
congratulated the City, Jill Morefield, and
all the employees and volunteers who
helped make this year’s Chili Night
successful. Councilwoman Bullock
thanked Jill for her hard work on the Bill
Wither’s project. Councilwoman Hunter
reported that over four hundred people
participated in the Household Hazardous
Waste Collection and thanked everyone
who worked that day. She said it will
take place again in four years.
Councilwoman Hunter congratulated
Michelle Rotellini for the opening
tomorrow of “Uptown Dish” café and
asked everyone to support this great café.
NEW BUSINESS: The Mayor announced
that the City and County will observe
trick-or-treat hours from 6 — 8 p.m. on
Thursday, October 31*. Interim City
Manager said that she is excited for the
new City Manager, Michael Resare to
start in December. She said a press
release will be given tomorrow. Mr.
Resare told Ann that he welcomes a call

from the media.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mary West
complained about speeding driver’s on
Larew Avenue. Paul Corbit Brown spoke
in opposition to the City conveying the
Pinecrest Property to the County. Tom
Mosley requested that Scott Worley and
Greg Stovall be honored in the memory of
their passing by the City. He also
requested that a Safety Commission be
formed for the City. Christinia Baisden
spoke in opposition to the Pinecrest
property being conveyed. Danielle
Stewart’s name was listed on the public
sign in sheet for comments, but she left
prior to Public Comments. The Mayor
adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. on a
motion by Councilman Buchanan

seconded by Councilwoman Bullock.

Mayor

Interim City Manager



