A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST 13, 2024, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Billie Trump, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank
Williams, Kip Buchanan, Janine Bullock, and Council
persons at Large Sherrie Hunter and Cody Reedy. The
following City employees were present: Director of IT
Bill Kelley, Anthony Martin IT, Chief Coughlin of BFD,
Board of Public Works (BPW) Supervisor Mike Bolen,
Chief Bailey of BPD, Director of Parks & Recreation
Leslie Baker, and Chief Code Enforcement Officer
Donald Morgan. ABSENT: Pam Frey Director of Board
of Public Works.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person or listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the Council meeting dated
July 23, 2024, copies of which had been
distributed to each member. Council
unanimously approved the minutes as
written on a motion by Councilwoman-at-
Large Hunter seconded by Councilman
Williams.

Next was discussion regarding the
appointment of a City representative to

the Board of Directors for the New River

Gorge Regional Development Authority



(NRGRDA). Councilman Williams asked
that if the Interim City Manager could
serve in this role. Mr. File said yes until
the City Manager is hired. Council
unanimously approved the appointment of
the City Manager as the City
representative to the Board of Directors
for the NRGRDA on a motion by
Councilman-at-Large Reedy seconded by
Councilman Williams.

The Mayor asked Council if any member
had any questions. There were no further
questions.

Next was the discussion/authorization to
contribute to Imagination Station from the
General Fund. Interim City Manager
Billie Trump said that opioid funds
cannot be used for this according to the
regulations set forth from the State.
Councilwoman Coots asked if this is an
educational program. Billie Trump said
yes. Councilman-at-Large Reedy asked if
$185K is how much money is currently in
the general fund. Mr. Trump said yes.
Council unanimously approved
contributing $16K to Imagination Station
from the General Fund on a motion made
by Councilman-at-Large Reedy seconded

by Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter.



Next, Mr. File explained that the previous
Council approved this ordinance in June.
However, the ordinance had to have
verbiage added to the ordinance. He said
that the fourth paragraph had “with
Special Warranty “ (which deals with
property law) added and that the fifth
paragraph was added to the ordinance
allowing the Mayor, City Manager or the
Recorder Treasurer authorized to sign
authorizing this transaction. Mr. File said
that this does not slow down the process.
He read the ordinance by title,
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
PROPERTY SWAP WITH WEST
VIRGINA DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS ASSISTANCE. He said if
passed tonight the second reading will be
at the August 27" Council meeting. The
Mayor asked if any member of Council
had any questions. Councilwoman
Shoemaker-Dingess asked what property
is being swapped. Mr. Trump explained
that it is two pieces of property that are
adjacent in the Pinecrest Industrial Park.
The Veteran’s Assistance is wanting to
swap property because the property it has
is not topographically suitable for it to
build a one level facility on and it would

save the State money.



Therefore, it is requesting to swap a piece
of property with the City that is more
suitable for this type of construction. She
asked if this property is included in the
Pinecrest Industrial Park that the City is
deeding to the County. Mr. File said no.
There were no other questions. The
ordinance was unanimously passed by
Council on a motion by Councilman
Williams seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock. The ordinance is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



Next, the second reading of the ordinance
that Mr. File read by title, AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE
CITY OF BECKLEY TO GRANT
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION AND
PERMANENT O & M EASEMENT
THROUGH THE CITY’S RAILS TO
TRAILS PROPERTY IN VICINITY OF
RURAL ACRES DRIVE. Mr. File said
that it authorizes the City to grant a
temporary and permanent easement
across the Rails to Trails property in the
vicinity of Rural Acres Drive. A
commercial developer wants to develop a
piece of land that does not currently have
sewer connection. The City owns the
Rails to Trails but technically this piece of
property is not within the City limits. The
maintenance of the sewer line will be the
responsibility of the developer. He said
that the developer requested this
easement. Mr. File opened the public
meeting. There were no public
comments. Mr. File closed the public
meeting. The Mayor asked Council if
anyone had any questions. There were no
questions. Councilwoman-at-Large asked
why JMD Consulting & Management,

LLC is doing the work there.



Mr. File said that JMD Consulting is the
company that is developing the property
there. Council unanimously approved the
first reading of this ordinance on a motion
by Councilman Buchanon seconded by
Councilman Williams . The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the resolution
Granting City Officers Signature
Authority. Mr. File said that due to the
change in the City’s form of government
this resolution is necessary. He said this
will be in the City’s charter and the City’s
code. He read the resolution in its
entirety which was unanimously approved
by Council on a motion by
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter seconded
by Councilwoman Bullock. The
resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



OLD BUSINESS: The Mayor said that a
Workshop is still needed to discuss items
such as a policy for the distribution of
opioid funds. He suggested Monday,
August 260 at 5:00 p.m. Councilwoman
Bullock said that she would like the Fruits
of Labor lease as an item on this Agenda.
Councilman-at-Large Reedy asked for an
update on Fruits of Labor and on
Pinecrest and if possible schedule a
Workshop on these items next week. Mr.
File said that he is on vacation next week.
Councilman-at-Large Reedy asked if the
August 26™ Workshop could include
these items among others.
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter asked
Mr. File if the items needing discussed
during a Workshop need to be specifically
listed on the Agenda. He said yes and the
Agenda will be posted at least three days
prior to the Workshop. Councilman
Williams asked if this could include any
other leases that the City has that has not
yet acted upon.

Mr. File asked Council members to email
him a list of items they would like to see
on the Agenda so they can all be listed.
Councilwoman Coots said that Council

needs to decide on Fruits of Labor.



Mr. File said at the end of this meeting he
is going to ask to enter into Executive
Session to discuss the negotiations that he
had today with Tammy Jordan. Mr. File
said that he checks with the Ethics
Commission and Council can enter into
Executive Session. Councilwoman
Hunter said that if discussions are going
to take place regarding purchases made
with taxpayer’s dollars they need to take
place in front of them, not in Executive
Session. Councilwoman Bullock said that
she agrees. The Mayor said that he
agrees. Itis time to move forward on
these issues. Councilwoman Bullock
asked for the family members of an
employee at the US Penitentiary in
California who died due to being exposed
the fentanyl while opening mail.
Councilwoman Coots told Mary West that
she and the Mayor spoke to the Board of
Public Works and is working on helping
the problem with drivers speeding on
Larew Avenue. The Mayor said that
Councilman Williams had a great idea
that Board of Public Works is looking
into. Councilwoman Coots said that the
car show this past weekend was good and
that Beckley Events Director Jill

Moorefield did a great job.



Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess said
that the honey festival is this coming
weekend. Mr. File said that the Pinecrest
Committee has met and reviewed all of
the proposals from the engineering firms.
They have been ranked one through three
and negotiations are taking place with the
first one. Mr. File said once this is
complete it will be brought before
Council. The City has been working with
the County and they agree with what the
City is doing and the speed in which the
City is moving.

NEW BUSINESS: Councilwoman
Bullock asked Mr. File to elaborate on the
where the City is with the hiring of a City
Manager. Mr. File said due to privacy
laws the City Manager Recruitment
Committee entered into Executive
Session last Thursday and agreed upon
four applicants to begin background
checks on which could take ten to
fourteen days to complete.

These four names will be presented to
Council during an Executive Session.
Mr. File said Council will be meeting
with Baker Tilley soon to decide how to
determine the remainder of the search

Process.



Councilman-at-Large agreed that the
names of the applicants should be kept
confidential. Councilwoman Coots asked
when this is going to take place. Mr. File
said he does not have a date but Council
will be made aware as soon as possible.
Councilman Buchanan asked Mr. File if
Council needs to email any Agenda items
to him, Mr. File said that would be fine.
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter said that
Mayor Tom Joyce of Parkersburg, WV
would be a valuable source to learn more
about having an advocate for
transients/homelessness. Councilwoman
Coots said that Parkersburg also has a
Pedestrian Safety Act that the City of
Beckley may want to discuss learning
more about to help curb panhandling. Mr.
File said that he is working on an
ordinance regarding panhandling. He met
with other attorneys at the Municipal
League Meeting last week to learn how
other municipalities are handling the
situation. Councilwoman Coots said
that it does not criminalize panhandling it
helps keep panhandlers out of
intersections and off of busy streets.
Councilwoman-at-Large said the Parking

Commission needs to be reimplemented.



Mr. File said that would need to be an
Agenda item for Council to vote on.
Councilman-at-Large Reedy said he
agrees that a Parking Commission is
needed again. Councilwoman-at-Large
Hunter asked Parks and Recreation
Director Leslie Baker if a sign could be
installed in front of Black Knight. Ms.
Baker said it is currently being worked
on. Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter said
that her class reunion that met at Black
Knight on August 10" enjoyed the Black
Knight.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mary West
requested that Council have prayer before
meetings and said the alleyways need
cleaned out on Larew Avenue and speed
bumps are needed.

Mergie Bradley said the parking kiosk
needs to be moved or more kiosks need to
be added. She said the playground
equipment on the playground on Antonio
Avene should have been left alone until
enough money was gathered to make it
better because the work that was done is
not what Ms. Baker said would be done.
She said Piney Oaks Elementary is a

junkyard and needs cleaned up.



Tom Mosley said there is a problem with
drivers speeding on Hull Street and a Safe
Streets Commission needs to be formed
for the City. The Mayor agreed. Rose
Hicks said a Safety Committee is needed,
requested prayer before meetings,
requested the removal of parking meters,
and for a sign displaying the speed limit
on 3™ Avenue to be installed. Dillard
Lawson thanked Council for the trash
cans for The Carpenter’s Corner to use.
Vikie Webb and Arora Bandon gave
updates on the Beckley Welcome Center.
George Barbera is the Track Coach at
Woodrow Wilson High School and
thanked Council for its support. He
invited Council and the Mayor to the
upcoming tracks competitions. Dr. Kristi
Dumas explained the role of the Human
Rights Commission. She said an
ordinance will be presented to Council
about tenants knowing their rights to help
educate the public. Christinia Baisden
said it is time to move forward with a
decision regarding Fruits of Labor. She
said procedures for Council and
committee/commission meetings need to

be clearly defined.



Danielle Stewart said the money the City
received in the opioid settlement needs to
have someone in charge of it and a
strategy going forward on how the money
will be used. Kandy Kozar said
Westwood Drive has a problem with
drivers speeding and signs and speed
bumps don’t help. She said there is a big
problem with homeless people on the hill
where the former Pagoda Motel was and
the trash that is being left behind is bad.
She said the sidewalks in the City need
repaired and the Fruits of Labor issue
needs taken care of. Kolleen Finch said
that the Fruits of Labor issue needs
resolved. She said the streets in the City
are full of cigarette butts and panhandlers
need to be monitored and made to pay
taxes. Lisha Woodson said there are
overgrown trees on Grant Street that need
attention and the street has a lot of
rodents. Councilman-at-Large Reedy
asked Chief Code Enforcement Officer
Donald Morgan if this is one of the
properties on the demolition list. Mr.
Morgan said asbestos abatement is
currently taking place and it should be
demolished soon. She said the garbage is
bad there also. Councilwoman Bullock

asked Board of Public Works Supervisor



Mike Bolen if something could be put
down in that area for rodents. He said
that would be something the Beckley
Sanitary Board would decide.
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter thanked
everyone for being civil this evening.
Council unanimously approved
adjourning the meeting at 7:47 p.m. on a
motion by Councilman-at-Large Reedy
seconded by Councilwoman Bullock.
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:47

p.m.

Mayor
Interim City Manager



