A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON JULY 23, 2024, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Ryan Neal, Interim City Manager
Billie Trump, Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler, City Attorney Bill File, and the Mayor’s and
CM’s Assistant Susan Miller. Council Members:
Natalie Coots, Nancy Shoemaker-Dingess, Frank
Williams, Kip Buchanan, Janine Bullock, and Council
persons at Large Sherrie Hunter and Cody Reedy. The
following City employees were present: Director of IT
Bill Kelley, Anthony Martin IT, Chief Coughlin of BFD,
Board of Public Works (BPW) Director Pam Frey, Chief
Bailey of BPD, Director of Parks & Recreation Leslie
Baker, and Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald
Morgan.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person or listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the Council meeting dated
July 09, 2024, copies of which had been
distributed to each member. Council
unanimously approved the minutes as
written on a motion by Councilman
Williams seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock.

Next, Dr. Deanee Johnson presented to
Council as the Executive Director of Just
For Kids which is located in the City and

serves Raleigh and Fayette counties.

She said one of its major funding sources



(VOCA) is being cut. She is asking the
City to contribute to help cover the cost of
an additional therapist. Councilwoman-
at-Large thanked Dr. Johnson for all this
organization does and encouraged people
to also donate to the United Way. Just
For Kids falls under the scope of the
United Way and proceeds to the United
Way certainly helps Just For Kids.
Councilman Buchanan asked Dr. Johnson
if Just For Kids leases or owns the
building where Trudy’s House is. She
said that Just For Kids owns it.
Councilwoman Bullock asked Interim
City Manager Billie Trump if opioid
funds can be used to pay salaries. He said
he would have to check with the state
regarding its guidelines. The Mayor
asked Dr. Johnson how soon Just For
Kids would need the contribution. Dr.
Johnson said the fiscal year starts again
October 1, 2024. Councilman-at-Large
Reedy asked her if she will be asking
other municipalities for contributions.

She said yes. The Mayor asked Council if
any member had any further questions of
Dr. Johnson. There were no further
questions. The Mayor said a Workshop is
needed for the City to determine how the

opioid funds will be used before any



funds are disbursed. Councilman-at-
Large Reedy agreed.

Next, Council unanimously approved a
motion made by Councilwoman-at-Large
Hunter and seconded by Councilwoman
Bullock to reappoint Manual Cartell to
the Planning Commission.

For Council’s edification, Chief Code
Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan read
the notification for application of a
WVABCA license for 1002 Neville
Street. The application is for Paragon
Fabulous Eatery. The application is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next, Mr. File read by title, AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE
CITY OF BECKLEY TO GRANT
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION AND
PERMANENT O & M EASEMENT
THROUGH THE CITY’S RAILS TO
TRAILS PROPERTY IN VICINITY OF
RURAL ACRES DRIVE. Mr. File said
that it authorizes the City to grant a
permanent easement across the rails to
trails property in the vicinity of Rural
Acres Drive. A commercial developer
wants to develop a piece of land that does
not currently have sewer connection. The
sewer connection will be through the
North Beckley Public Service District, not
through the Beckley Sanitary Board. The
City owns the rails to trails but technically
this piece of property is not within the
City limits. The maintenance of the
sewer will be the responsibility of the
developer. Mr. File said that a map is
available tonight at this meeting for
review if anyone wants to look at where
the placement of the sewer line will be.
He said that the developer requested this
easement. The second reading and public
hearing of this ordinance will be held
during the August 13, 2024, Council

meeting.



The Mayor asked Council if anyone had
any questions. There were no questions.
Council unanimously approved the
ordinance on a motion made by
Councilman-at-Large Reedy seconded by
Councilman Williams. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the Budget
Revision for the FY 2024-25 Municipal
Budget. Interim City Manager Billie
Trump said that the Unassigned Fund
Balance was revised by $2,649,051. The
Business and Occupation Tax was revised
to $11,538,191. The Sales tax was
revised to $6,621,793. He gave a detailed
explanation for the revisions. Mr. Trump
asked if any Council members had any
questions regarding the budget.
Councilwoman Coots thanked Mr. Trump
and Interim Recorder-Treasurer Jessica
Chandler for providing her with
information regarding the budget.
Council unanimously approved the
budget revision on a motion made by
Councilwoman Coots, seconded by
Councilwoman Shoemaker-Dingess. A
copy of the Budget Revision for the FY
2024-25 Municipal Budget is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) FY
2024-2028 Five Year Consolidated Plan.
Mr. File read the resolution in its entirety.
The Mayor asked Council if anyone had
any questions. Councilwoman Bullock
asked Mr. File where the low moderate
places are. Mr. File said that he cannot
speak regarding that. Councilwoman
Bullock said that she would ask the City’s
Grant Administrator Angela King. Billie
Trump said that the areas change
according to the census. Councilman
Williams said he spoke to Angela today
and she said that a map is available.
Councilwoman Bullock said that this is a
good example as to why completing the
US Census is important. The resolution
was passed unanimously by Council on a
motion made by Councilman Buchanan
seconded by Councilman Williams. The
resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the CDBG FY
2024 Annual Action Plan (included in
previous item). Mr. File read the
resolution in its entirety. The Mayor
asked Council if anyone had any
questions. There were no questions.
Council unanimously approved the
resolution on a motion made by
Councilwoman Coots seconded by
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter. The
resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next on the Agenda was the FY 2024
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Choice (AI). Mr. File read the resolution
in its entirety. The Mayor asked Council
if anyone had any questions. There were
no questions. Council unanimously
approved the resolution on a motion made
by Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter
seconded by Councilwoman Bullock.

The resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



OLD BUSINESS: The Mayor thanked
Council for the work that they have done
since the last Council meeting in working
with various departments to broaden their
understanding. He thanked Council for
working with the public regarding the
public comments that were made at the
last meeting. He thanked the public for
their comments. The Mayor said that
HUD has its own inspectors and the
meeting that was originally on August 4"
at Beckley Housing has been changed to
August 12 at 4:00 p.m. at the same
location. He said the City has been
working to help find a solution for Mary
West’s problem regarding speeding
drivers on Larew Avenue, but she isn’t
here tonight so he will discuss it when she
attends. Councilman-at-Large Reedy
suggested that the Pinecrest Committee
consist of the two Council persons at
large, the city attorney, the mayor and the
city manager. Mr. File said he thinks this
is a good idea and he may have more
information regarding this at the next
meeting. Councilman-at-Large Reedy
asked if Council could enter into
Executive Session after the public
comments towards the end of this meeting

to discuss the Fruits of Labor lease. Mr.



File said yes. Mr. File said no decisions
will be made during Executive Session
and no votes will be taken. Councilman
Williams said a Workshop is needed.
NEW BUSINESS: Councilwoman-at-
Large Hunter thanked everyone for
praying for her grandson during his
medical treatments and for their prayers
for her husband’s back surgery. She
expressed her gratefulness for the
Exhibition Coal Mine and what a great
experience she and others had during the
4% of July festivities there. The
Mountaineer Food Bank will distribute
food Friday from 11:00 — 12:30 at Epling
Stadium and the second Friday each
month is the Veterans Table.
Councilwoman Bullock thanked Beckley
Events Director Jill Moorefield and
Chamber of Commerce President
Michelle Rotellini for their work on
making the Bill Wither’s Festival a
success. Councilwoman Coots thanked
people in the various departments for the
time she got to spend learning more about
various departments. She said Board of
Public Works Director Pam Frye agreed
to help Carpenter’s Corner by placing

garbage cans out front for them.



PUBLIC COMMENTS: Executive
Director of NRGRDA Jina Belcher gave a
packet to Council of the four high priority
projects which are all time sensitive. She
asked Council to consider what the best
way to move forward on these projects
are. She said that there are other projects
but these are the most time sensitive.

Jina reminded the City that if the five
member committee for Pinecrest changes,
the agreement will need to be revisited.
She said the bids from the engineering
firms were opened during the June 25%
City Council meeting and these need to be
decided upon soon. She thinks that there
is a genuine interest from the Raleigh
County Commission to consider a
collaboration on the Pinecrest project.

She said that there is a seat available on
the NRGRDA Board of Directors.
NRGRDA bylaws indicate that the Mayor
selects who serves in that seat for the
City. She said that the NRGRDA would
like to return the shooting range property
back to the City. She said if a Workshop
with NRGRDA is needed please let her
know. Amanda Hammons works in
substance abuse disorder as a counselor
and spoke about the need for a day center

in the City. She said a four thousand



square foot building needs to be
constructed for the day center that is not
city owned. She is requesting a member
of Council to be on the Board of Directors
for this newly formed organization and a
letter of support from the City to help
make this happen. Rose Hicks said it
would be great to see the City remove
parking meters. She said that prayer
needs to take place before each City
Council meeting. She said left turn
signals still needing to be installed at on
traffic lights at City National Bank
uptown and also on the traffic lights near
CVS and Central Avenue. She said some
of the street signs need to be installed as
some of the streets do not have a sign and
she couldn’t find a speed limit sign near
Third Street. She said that the City needs
to form a Safe Streets Committee. She
said a four way stop needs to be installed
at Hull Street and Berry Street.
Christiania Baisden thanked the City for
installing microphones for each Council
member. She apologized to Councilman
Williams for any misunderstanding that
she may have caused. Kelly Gunnoe with
the Raleigh County Family Support
Center for all of her help during the

difficult time for residents of Hargrove



Apartments. Danielle Stewart spoke
about a special municipal election to
return the City back to a strong mayor
form of government. She gave Council
members copies of the State Code for
reference. Shirmira Harbin invited
everyone to attend a Back To School
Summer Fest at United Apostolic Faith
Church at 1010 S. Kanawha Street on
Saturday, August 3, 2024.

Council unanimously approved entering
into Executive Session at 7:32 on a
motion by Councilman-at-Large Reedy,
seconded by Councilwoman-at-Large
Hunter. Council unanimously approved
entering back into the regular Council
meeting at 8:10 p.m. on a motion by
Councilman-at-Large Reedy seconded by
Councilwoman-at-Large Hunter. Council
unanimously approved adjourning the
meeting at 8:11 p.m. on a motion made by
Councilman Williams seconded by
Councilwoman-at-Large Hutner. The

Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m.

Mayor
Interim City Manager



