A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED
AT 6:30 PM ON APRIL 23, 2024, IN COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-
Treasurer Billie Trump, City Attorney Bill File, and
Secretary Susan Miller. Council Members: Janine
Bullock, Kevin Price, Robert Dunlap, Tom Sopher,
Sherrie Hunter, Bob Canter, and Cody Reedy. The
following City employees were present: Director of IT
Bill Kelly, Anthony Martin (IT), Chief Coughlin of
BFD, Board of Public Works (BPW) Director Pam Frey,
Chief of BPD Dean Bailey, Director of Parks &
Recreation Leslie Baker, and Chief Code Enforcement
Officer Donald Morgan.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. The public had the option to
join the meeting in person or listen by
WEB-X from their computer, or listen by
phone, using the weblink or phone
number provided the day of the meeting
on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or
the City’s Facebook page.

The Mayor said the Shady Spring High
School Triple A Boys Basketball 2024
Championship Team was planning to
attend the meeting tonight. Each
teammate was going to be presented with
a certificate and a challenge coin during
this meeting. However, due to scheduling
they were not able to attend.

The Mayor announced that the May 14,
2024, Council meeting is cancelled due to
Election Day. There will be a Workshop
to discuss a lease for Fruits of Labor

(FOL) on Monday, April 29, 2024, at

5:00 p.m. There will be a Special



Meeting of Common Council on Tuesday,
May 7, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. for the first
reading of an ordinance for Thrasher’s
approval for the work at the Pinecrest
Business Park.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the regular City Council
meeting dated April 9, 2024, copies of
which had been distributed to each
member. Council unanimously approved
the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Price and seconded by
Councilman Dunlap.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the regular City Council
Workshop dated April 15, 2024, copies of
which had been distributed to each
member. Council unanimously approved
the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Dunlap and seconded by
Councilman Price.

Council dispensed with the reading of the
minutes from the Special City Council
Meeting dated April 16, 2024, copies of
which had been distributed to each
member. Council unanimously approved
the minutes as written on a motion by
Councilman Sopher and seconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.



Next, Council unanimously approved a
motion made by Councilwoman at Large
Hunter and seconded by Councilman at
Large Reedy to award the bid for the
paving of Russel Street (from Vance
Drive to Kanawha Street) and the paving
of Garfield Street (from Johnstown Road
to Russel Street) to Southern WV Paving,
Inc. in the amount of $161,800.00. The
bid is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Next, Mr. File said the City Manager
Hiring Committee unanimously approved
the recommendation to Council to hire
Baker Tilley to assist in the hiring of a
City Manager. The firm will help prepare
the candidate profile development
through the employment offer. The cost
of Baker Tilley’s proposal is $26,950.00.
The committee recommends adding an
additional service in the amount of
$1,650.00 which would provide the City
with a web based community survey.
Council unanimously approved the
motion made by councilman Dunlap and
seconded by Councilman Sopher. The
proposal is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Next, Mr. File stated that in the past
the City adopted an ordinance to convey
certain property at the Beckley Landfill to
the New River Gorge Regional
Development Authority (NRGRDA).
There was property that was deeded from
the City to the NRGRDA but that deed
had omitted a portion of the property that
was intended to be conveyed. The City is
requesting authorization from Council to
approve a Deed of Correction which will
contain the remaining portion of the
property that the City had intended to
originally deed to the NRGRDA. A
motion and vote are necessary to approve
the signing of the Deed of Correction
which will correct the portion of the
property to be included that was omitted
in the past. Executive Director of
NRGRDA Jina Belcher said that this is
part of the Brownsfield remediation and is
a requirement of the EPA. Council
unanimously approved the resolution on a
motion made by Councilman Dunlap and
seconded by Councilman Price. The
Resolution is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next, Mr. File said that tonight is the
first reading of the ordinance. If passed,
the second reading and public hearing
will be during the May 7, 2024, Special
Meeting of the Common Council.
Councilwoman Bullock requested this
ordinance. The police department and the
Chief of Police recommended this
ordinance. This ordinance permits the
installation of stop signs which will stop
vehicles traveling on Bostick Avenue at
the intersection of Bostick Avenue and
Hartley Avenue. Mr. File read the
Ordinance by title, An Ordinance To
Provide For An Amendment To The
Traffic Control Map/Other Than Parking,
And Traffic Control File Requiring
Vehicles Traveling On Bostock Avenue
To Stop At The Intersection Of Bostick
Avenue And Hartley Avenue. Council
unanimously approved the ordinance on a
motion made by Councilwoman Bullock
and seconded by Councilman Sopher.
The ordinance is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



The next item on the Agenda was the Fair
Housing Proclamation. The Mayor gave
the Proclamation to Danielle Stewart of
the Human Rights Commission. A copy
of the Proclamation is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



OLD BUSINESS: Councilwoman
Bullock said that Parks & Recreation
Director Leslie Baker did a great job with
her presentation at the Rotary Club
meeting today. Councilwoman Bullock
asked about the flashing traffic lights at
the Rising Start Daycare Center. Chief
Bailey said that is a state route and he
cannot make recommendations on state
routes. Mr. File said that it is a state
route. Councilman Reedy asked Board of
Public Works Director Pam Frey when
“G” Street would be paved. Pam said she
will reach out to the contractor and see
when they plan on paving “G” Street.
NEW BUSINESS: The Mayor said that
Sam Rich from The Thrasher Group will
discuss Thrasher’s proposed scope of
services for the Pinecrest Business Park
site development. The proposed services
are on page three with the proposed fee
(lump sum of $480K). Mr. Rich also
shared a map with Council which is the
focus of this project. He said the scope of
services that Thrasher is proposing is for
all the site design surveying work that is
going to need to be done to develop this
property located next to the school and
Pinecrest Industrial Road. There are

several tenants interested in buying



property at this location with the caveat
that the subdivision of specific parcels
needs to take place. Thrasher’s contract
would be to design all of the roads, the
site grading to create pad ready
development sites, and all the
infrastructure into the site itself, as well as
subdivide those specific parcels from the
overall Pinecrest boundary. Overall, the
property is approximately twenty-eight
acres. Twenty acres would be “pad
ready” sites that can be sold. The intent is
to develop as much of the property as
possible to make it more attractive.
Thrasher would also do all the necessary
permitting through local and state
agencies, the surveying, inspect the
infrastructure that will be installed,
manage construction, they will offer
bidding and construction administration
services through the contract by means of
advertising and legals ads, etc. Thrasher
estimates that if the twenty-eights acres
were put out to bid it would be a project
estimated at $4 2 - 5 %2 M. Mr. Rich said
the City is focusing on obtaining a bond
for this. Three people are interested in
purchasing property at this location. They
are interested in prim locations which

face the bypass. The proposal Thrasher



gave Council is for the entire property is
$480K. This proposal excludes vertical
construction. Jina Belcher said that two
of the interested parties are likely ready to
purchase elsewhere if this property isn’t
sellable soon. Councilman Sopher said
that the City realized (at the time of
purchase) that expenses would arise. The
City will recover its money for Thrasher’s
services when the properties sell. Jina
said part of the agreement when Pinecrest
transferred was that the City would invest
in the infrastructure of Pinecrest. Mr.
Rich said that the City will receive B&O
taxes which will help recover money
spent through the bond. The bond should
cover the cost of Thrasher’s services. Mr.
Paul Hutchinson asked for an update on
the VA Hospital long term nursing
facility. The Mayor said this may be a
topic for a Workshop. Mr. File said that
Mr. Rich may want to briefly address the
question. Mr. Rich said Thrasher has
been working with the State on the design
of a one hundred twenty bed long term
nursing care facility for veterans. The
Department of Agriculture gave the State
the property for this purpose. However, it
was not adequate for their plans so

Thrasher approached Council about doing



a property swap with the State. This
facility will not be in the same vicinity.
This would be located past the Sheriff’s
Office towards the west, away from this
development.

Councilwoman Hunter said the National
Day of Prayer will be from 8:00 a.m. —
7:00 p.m. on May 2™ at Word Park.
Councilman Sopher encouraged everyone
to attend the ribbon cutting for the Boys
& Girls Club of the Salvation Army on
Friday, May 10" at 10:00 a.m.
Councilman Sopher said that he has been
working to help bring a new Visitor’s
Center and Rest Stop for those entering
the area from 1-64. It would be located on
the Clearance Meadows Boulevard.
Directly across the street from the back
entrance to Woodrow Wilson High
School is where he is also working to try
to get an overlook. He said there is a
bridge over Cranberry Creek. This
overlook would be for the bridge and the
creek. This is part of Beckley Outdoors.
He shared a white map depicting this
area. Councilwoman Bullock said
Thursday, May 9 is the Bill Withers
Gayla at the Convention Center at 6:00
p.m. Councilman Price thanked Council

for all the work they have accomplished



over the last eight years working together.
He strongly encouraged voters to vote for
the most qualified candidate to become a
member of Council.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mary West said
a child got on a school bus yesterday
morning, flashed a weapon, and got off of
the bus. She asked the City to help
provide measures of safety in the schools
with metal detectors. She voiced her
concerns about drivers speeding on Larew
Avenue. Paul Hutchinson signed up to
speak during public comments but passed
because his question had already been
addressed. Michael Smith asked who the
City Health Officer is because there is
standing water near his house due to
improper drainage. Frank Williams
thanked the BPD for helping with an issue
involving squatters and thanked the Board
of Public Works spring cleanup crew.
There were no further comments.

Council unanimously approved
adjournment on a motion made by
Councilman Price and seconded by
Councilwoman Bullock. The Mayor

adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m.

Mayor
Recorder-Treasurer



