A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30 PM ON DECEMBER 12, 2023, IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA WEB-X.

PRESENT: Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer Billie Trump, City Attorney Bill File, and
Secretary Susan Miller. Council Members: Janine Bullock, Kevin Price, Robert Dunlap, Bob Canter, Tom
Sopher, Sherrie Hunter, and Cody Reedy. The following City employees were present: Director of IT Bill
Kelly, Anthony Martin (IT), Chief Coughlin of BFD, Director of Board of Public Works (BPW) Pam Frey,
Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan, Chief of BPD Dean Bailey, and Director of Parks &
Recreation Leslie Baker.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The public had the option to join the
meeting either in person or by WEB-X from their computer, or by phone, using the weblink or
phone number provided the day of the meeting on the City’s webpage at Beckley.org or the
City’s Facebook page.

Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from the Workshop dated November 27,
2023, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously approved
the minutes as written on a motion by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilman Dunlap.
Council dispensed with the reading of the minutes from the regular Common Council meeting
dated November 28, 2023, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council
unanimously approved the minutes as written on a motion by Councilwoman Bullock and
seconded by Councilman Sopher.

Next, the Mayor congratulated Chief Joe Coughlin of the Beckley Fire Department on his
recent promotion. The Mayor thanked Chief Coughlin for his dedication and for his help
working on the new Ward Map.

The Mayor asked Recorder-Treasurer Billie Trump of he would like to speak on the subject of
the City possibly purchasing property adjacent to the Rail Trail to provide the City access to
the northern part of the trail. Mr. Trump said because of the new intersection at Rural Acres
Drive, the City lost access to the northern part of the Rail Trail. He contacted the owner of the
property adjacent to it. The owner offered all three parcels for the price of $20,500.00.
Director of Parks and Recreation Leslie Baker said she is hopeful Council will approve this
purchase because it is a great access point for the City. The Board of Public Works and the
City could put a parking lot for this trail behind the Mountaineer Mitsubishi dealership.
Council unanimously passed a motion made by Councilman Dunlap and seconded by
Councilman Reedy to approve the purchase of the three parcels described by Mr. Trump for
the stated consideration. City Attorney, Mr. File, said a second reading and public hearing
will take place at the next Council meeting which is January 9, 2024.

Next, the Mayor asked Mr. Trump to speak regarding the new map he and Chief Coughlin
worked on outlining the Wards in the City. Mr. Trump said that he and Chief Coughlin started
working on this several months ago using the Census data. They compiled the information
and submitted it to the county. The county is tasked with balancing each precinct with a
balanced number of residents. Mr. Trump said that with the help of a consulting firm, the
county produced the new Ward Map that was previously provided to Council members. Mr.
Trump said Wards One through Three are essentially unchanged. He said in trying to balance

the population in Ward 5, approximately half of the Woodcrest subdivision was relocated in

Ward 5.



He said this is the most substantial change made to the Ward Map that has been used for the
last ten years. Councilman Sopher said he thinks each Ward has about 2,700 residents.

Chief Coughlin said Ward 4 has migrated upward since the 1990’s. Councilwoman Bullock
said that it seems as though some of the voting precincts have changed and asked if the County
Clerk’s office will notify those who have been assigned a new precinct. Mr. Trump said he
thinks the County Clerk’s office will notify residents. The new Ward Map was unanimously
approved by Council on a motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilman

Sopher. The new Ward Map is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Mr. File read by title, “An Ordinance To Provide For The Amendment To The Traffic Control
Map-Other Than Parking-And Traffic Control File Amending The Speed Limit On Hull Street
To Fifteen (15) Miles Per Hour.” He advised Council the first reading of this ordinance
occurred on November 28, 2023. He opened the public hearing. Christina Baisden said if the
ordinance is passed the reduction in the speed limit needs to be enforced. She said speeding
drivers are a common problem in the City. Tom Mosley said he realizes that this ordinance
may not fix the problem, but he thinks it will bring awareness to drivers on Hull Street.
Michael Smith suggested the City use machines that flash the speed of drivers. He asked if the
City owns these types of machines. Mr. File said, in the past, the City has owned several of
those machines but isn’t sure if it currently owns any that are operational. The Mayor asked
Anthony Martin in the IT Department if there are any comments the public joining the meeting
online wishes to make. There were no additional comments. Mr. File closed the public
hearing. The Mayor said that this is the second reading and public hearing of this ordinance.
The ordinance was unanimously passed by Council on a motion made by Councilman Sopher
and seconded by Councilwoman at Large Hunter. The ordinance is hereby incorporated into

these minutes.



Next, Mr. File said tonight is the first reading of an ordinance that rezones 13.603 acres along
Withrow Loop from “M” Manufacturing District to “B-1" Neighborhood Highway Business
District. This ordinance rezones property from the “M” Manufacturing District to the “B-1”
Neighborhood Highway Business District. He said the “M” District does not provide for long
term care facilities. The “B-1” District does provide for long term care facilities. The Mayor
said this will allow the Veterans Administration’s nursing home facility to be located on this
property. Mr. File said the second reading and public hearing will be during the January 9,
2024, Council meeting. Mr. File read the ordinance by title, “An Ordinance Amending The
City Of Beckley Zoning Ordinance Of 1971 And The Comprehensive Plan Of The City Of
Beckley And The Zone Map Of The City Of Beckley, As From Time To Time Has Been
Amended, To Provide For The Re-Zoning Of 13.603 Acres Located Along Withrow Loop In
The City Of Beckley, As Shown On Tax Map 49, Parcel 12, Beckley Corporation, Within The
City Of Beckley, Raleigh County, West Virginia, From “M” Manufacturing District, To “B-1
Neighborhood-Highway Business District.” This ordinance codifies what was approved by
the City of Beckley Planning Commission during its meeting October 3, 2023. The ordinance
was unanimously approved on a motion by Councilman Dunlap and seconded by Councilman

Price. The ordinance is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



OLD BUSINESS: The Mayor said the next Council meeting is scheduled for December 26™.
At the previous Council meeting he asked for Council’s input regarding cancelling the
December 26™ meeting since it is the day after Christmas. He said he hasn’t heard from any
Council member on this subject. The Mayor cancelled the December 26, 2023, Council
meeting. The Mayor congratulated Kam Johnson who is the son of the General Manager of
the Beckley Sanitary Board Jeremiah Johnson. Cam raised over $3,600.00 last night at the
Spirit of Beckley dinner. This money will be used to purchase gifts for students at Mabscott
Elementary School.

The Mayor said the ordinance pertaining to the City Manager Form of Government will be on
January 9, 2024, Agenda for the regular Council meeting. At the January 9, 2024, meeting the
ordinance can be voted up or down, or tabled, allowing Council to move forward and place the
issue of the City going to the City Manager Form of Government on the May 14, 2024,
election ballot. Councilwoman at Large Hunter asked if the speed limit on Larew Avenue
could be lowered to 15mph. She said a petition was signed by residents of Larew Avenue
requesting this change. The Mayor said he is opposed to lowering the speed limit on Larew
based on previous studies. He said Hull Street and Larew Avenue are totally different. Chief
Bailey said the WV Department of Highways traffic study recently conducted on Larew
Avenue speaks volumes indicating decreasing the speed limit there is unnecessary.

NEW BUSINESS: Councilwoman Bullock said the City’s ten-year Comprehensive Plan
expired and asked when it will be discussed. The Mayor said the City is working with its
CDBG consultant which is guiding the City on the new Comprehensive Plan. Councilwoman
at Large Hunter asked when the City will hire a new Director of Outdoor Economic
Development. The Mayor said the City is conducting interviews for this position tomorrow
and Wednesday. The Mayor said Corey Lilly will be involved and available for the next six
months after a replacement is hired. The City of Beckley will be part of Corey Lilly’s territory
in his new role as an employee of WVU’s Outdoor Economic Development Department.
Councilman Dunlap thanked numerous people involved for their help in working together to
become aware of new homeless encampments around businesses in the City. The most recent
was discovered behind Jim Sheatsley’s office building. He thanked the organizations who
offer help to these individuals. He thanked Councilwoman at Large Hunter for her
involvement with the Warming Center and asked for volunteers to work four-hour shifts to
help. He said another training for volunteers is upcoming.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Mayor announced if calling in by phone dial *3 to raise your
hand. If connected by computer: Click the “hand icon” on your participant’s panel. Mary
West voiced her concerns regarding drivers speeding on Larew Avenue. She voiced concerns
regarding animal control issues in the City.

Tina Pannell invited everyone to the advanced screening at Marquee Cinemas Saturday,
December 16" at 2:00 p.m. for movie, The Color Purple. The cost of admission is $10.25 plus
tax. Gina Cernuto thanked the City for the purchase of a new truck for the Board of Public

Works. She said it is being utilized by Community Pride. Michael Smith suggested having a



speed limit for daytime hours and a different speed limit for nighttime hours on Larew
Avenue. He suggested a portable restroom be placed along McManus Trail. He suggested
that local churches house the homeless during the day. Danielle Stewart thanked the City for
its attention to the matter regarding the City Manager Form of Government (CMFG). She
thinks placing this on the ballot and letting the people decide is the right thing to do. She
thinks the pay for Council members and for the Mayor needs to be adjusted. She suggested a
contingency ordinance be considered if the CMFG is passed. She referenced one speed bump
in the City and the possibility of considering rumble strips to combat speeding in other areas
of concern in the City. Tom Mosley thanked the City and Council members for passing the
ordinance lowering the speed limit on Hull Street to fifteen miles per hour. With there being
no further comments, Council unanimously approved adjourning the meeting on a motion by
Councilwoman at Large Hunter and seconded by Councilman Price. The Mayor adjourned the

meeting at 7:07 p.m.

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer



