
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30PMONJULY 11, 2023, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS ANDVIAWEB-X.  

PRESENT:  Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile, and
Secretary Susan Miller.  Council Members:  Janine Bullock, Robert Canter, Robert Dunlap, Sherrie Hunter,  
Cody Reedy, TomSopher, andKevin Price.  Thefollowing Department Heads were present:  Director ofIT
BillKelly, Assistant Director ofITAmyEvans, Anthony Martin (IT), ChiefWillsofBFD, Director ofBoard
ofPublic Works (BPW) Pam Frey, Chief Code Enforcement Officer Donald Morgan, Chief ofBPDDean
Bailey, andDirector ofParks & Rec. LeslieBaker.   

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat6:30p.m. Thepublic hadtheoption tojointhe

meeting either inperson orbyWEB-Xfromtheircomputer, orbyphone, using theweblink or

phone number provided thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage atBeckley.orgorthe

City’sFacebook page.  

Council dispensed withthereading ofminutes fromtheCityCouncil meeting dated June27,  

2023, copiesofwhichhadbeendistributed toeachmember.  Council unanimously approved

theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Sopher andseconded byCouncilman Price.    

NextontheAgenda wastheproposed $2,500.00salary increase forallsworn officers ofthe

Beckley Police Department (BPD).  TheMayor expressed hisappreciation fortheofficers of

theBPD.  HesaidasMayor, hethinks theCityhasdone allitcandotomake theBPD thebest

equipped police department intheState ofWV.  TheMayor said inthepast twoyears each

officer hasreceived a $6,500.00award fromA.R.P.A. funds and2year-endpaysupplements,  

intheamount of $850.00.  Inthepast2years eachsworn officer hasreceived thisadditional

amount totaling $8,200.00.  TheMayor said theCityadministration hasalways supported the

police department andvalues what thePDdoes fortheCity.  TheMayor said theCitydoes not

takewhat thePDdoes forgranted.  TheMayor saidtheCityhasfiveother majordepartments

forexample theBoard ofPublic Works Department) whohaveemployees thatareupat3:00

a.m. insub-zero temperatures toclear roads andsidewalks.  IftheCitywould grantanacross- 

the-board increase tomembers oftheFireDepartment, totheemployees atCityHall, tothe

Board ofPublic Works, ortheParks & Recreation Department, theywould besurprised.  He

said theincrease intheamount of $2,500.00across theboard forsworn officers oftheBPDis

theamount thatcanbeconsidered andapproved thisevening because itistheamount listedon

theAgenda.  Councilman Dunlap saidCouncil hadaWorkshop regarding thesalary increase

fortheBPD.  Councilman Dunlap thanked Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump forthedetailed

information heprovided toCouncil sotheycould knowhowtorespond topeople whohave

asked them questions regarding this.  Councilman Dunlap saidasthecrimerate increases itis

important tosupport lawenforcement officers.  Hesaidduring theWorkshop everyone agreed

anincrease isnecessary.  Hesaidbyincreasing thepayfortheBPDhebelieves theCitycan

attract andretain thebestofficers andbecome more competitive withother lawenforcement

officers andagencies nearby.  Hesaid numbers havebeen shared thatmaynotbestdescribe

fullcompensation theBPDofficers receive.  Hesaidimputed benefits matter butdonot

always giveafullpicture, soitputhiminaposition ofneeding todomore research.  He

thanked Mr. Trump forproviding himwith thesalaries foremployees oftheBFDand the

BPD.   Hesaidsomeofthis information wasgainedorreceived after theWorkshop.   

Councilman Dunlap saidheisappreciative ofthethorough work theBeckley PDdoes.   



Councilman Dunlap said thatafterdoing hisindependent research hethinks asalary increase

intheamount of $8,000.00should beawarded totheBeckley PD.  Councilman Dunlap said

thatherecommends anincrease of $8,000.00nowandrevisit itatthemid-pointofthefiscal

year (attheendofthiscalendar year) toseeifitissustainable.  Heunderstands that the

increase cannot betakenaway butthinks thisisacompetitive increase inlightoftheCity

experiencing anincrease incrime, drugs, etc.  Hewould liketoseeitvoted onthisevening.   

Councilman Reedy saidheagrees withCouncilman Dunlap.  Hesaidcomments thataremade

bythepeople thatarearound himdonotrepresent theopinion ofeveryone.  Hesaideach

person speaks forthemself.  Hesaidthathedoes notwant anyoftheofficers toleave theCity

andseekemployment elsewhere.  Hesaidheiswilling todowhathecantokeep theexisting

officers working for theBPD.  Hesaid thathehaskeptandwillcontinue keeping hispromise

tosupport theBPD.  Councilman Reedy thanked theBeckley PDforallthat theydoforthe

City.  TheMayor asked CityAttorney Mr. Filetoclarify if, because theAgenda itemlistsan

increase specifically intheamount of $2,500.00, does thispreclude consideration ofanyother

amount during thismeeting.  Mr. Filesaid thatifCouncil desires toaward anamount inexcess

oftheamount listedontheAgenda, theitemshould betabled atthismeeting because that

would constitute amaterial change towhat thepublic hasbeengiven notice wasbeing

considered atthismeeting.  Thepublic wasnotgiven notice thatCouncil wasconsidering

giving amuch larger amount thanstated ontheAgenda.  Councilwoman Hunter saidshe

would liketomakeamotion thatCouncil awards theBeckley PDanacross-the-board increase

intheamount of $8,000.00.  Councilman Reedy asked ifCouncilwoman Hunter canmakea

motion topresent itatthenextmeeting andvoteonitthen.  Councilman Dunlap saiditisalso

themotion thatwould include retroactive compensation.  TheMayor saidthatMr. File

suggested theissue betabled tonight because itrepresents amaterial difference.  TheMayor

askedMr. Trump ifhehadanycomments.  Mr. Trump saidanacross theboard payincrease

fortheBPDintheamount of $8,000.00would beatleast $500,000.00/yearadded ontothe

BPDbudget. Hesaidcurrently theBPDbudget isapproximately $7M. Thiswould raise the

BPDbudget bynearly tenpercent.  Heasked where themoney would come from.   

Councilwoman Hunter asked iftheCitywould beabletoearmark theonepercent sales tax

thatcomes intotheCityquarterly andifitwould sustain theincrease for theBPD.  Mr. Trump

said thatwouldbeanassumption that theonepercent sales hasnotalready been considered

forother items theCityneeds suchasmaintenance, etc. Councilman Dunlap toldMr. Trump

thatwasagoodpoint, buthethinks Council maybeconsidering earmarking itforsomething

theybelieve isreally needed.  TheMayor said theonepercent sales taxhasbeenawonderful

windfall fortheCity forthepast sevenyears (duetobecoming ahomeruleCity) andhas

enabled Mr. Trump toincrease theCity’scontribution tothepolice andfiredepartment’scivil

service contribution that theCitymakes.  Thismakes theCityofBeckley somewhat ofa

shining starasfarasfinancing itsfireandpolice civil service.  Thisallows theCitytohavea

greater degree ofsolvency inthese programs thanpossibly anyothercity inthestate.  The

Mayor said theCity isalready utilizing aportion ofthatonepercent thatCouncilwoman



Hunter referred toasameans toimprove the livesofthose intheCity’spolice andfire

department.  Mr. Trump said thathewished themembers ofCouncil would have metwithhim

sothat theycould discuss thisandlookatthebudget morecarefully andunderstand the

repercussions tothebudget an $8,000.00increase across theboard fortheBPDmayhave.  He

said therearegoing tobesignificant repercussions.  There willbeproblems meeting theCity’s

pension obligations andseveral other thingswillhave tobeputoff.  Councilman Dunlap said

thatMr. Trump’sexpertise isverymuch appreciated.  Councilwoman Bullock made amotion

totable itemnumber threeontonight’sagenda.  Councilman Canter seconded themotion

which wasunanimously approved byCouncil.  Councilman Reedy asked what theprocess is

nowthattheitemhasbeen tabled.  Councilman Dunlap asked theMayor iftheCity isableto

ensure that thisitemcanbeonthenextAgenda.  TheMayor said thatheisnotabletoensure

that, buttheCitywillstrive forthat.  TheMayor saidthathehasanupcoming vacation

scheduled withchildren andgrandchildren arriving later thisweek fromCalifornia, but the

Citywilldoitsbest tokeep moving forward regarding this.  Mr. FilesaidaCouncil Workshop

should bescheduled todiscuss thismatter further.  Councilman Reedy said thathe,  

Councilman Dunlap, andCouncilwoman Hunter expressed theiropinions tonight.  Hewould

liketoknow theopinions ofother Council members andif more members agree, hethinks it

should move forward more quickly.  Councilwoman Bullock stated thatshesupports the

across-the-board increase intheamount of $8,000.00fortheBeckley PD.    

OLDBUSINESS:  Councilman Price asked foranupdate onanordinance regarding

panhandling intheCity.  TheMayor said therehasbeenalotofresearch andinformation

regarding thisissue.  Anorthern county triedtogetanordinance adopted county-wide, but it

wasdeemed unacceptable bytheA.C.L.U.  Mr. Filesaid theCity islooking atalternatives and

isworking withother Cities tobestdecide howtomove forward onthis issue.    

NEW BUSINESS:  Nocomments.     

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   TheMayor announced ifcalling inbyphonedial *3toraise your

hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer:  Click the “hand icon” onyourParticipants panel.  Mary

West voiced herconcerns regarding drivers speeding onLarew Avenue.  Shestated she

supports Beckley PDofficers receiving competitive pay.  Sheasked forthepilesoftrashat

209Larew Avenue tobecleaned up.  Roger Cuevas, thefatherofpolice officer RyanCuevas,  

spoke infavorofthecompetitive payincrease fortheBPD.  Police Officer Joseph Hunter

thanked Council members whocommented tonight regarding supporting thecompetitive pay

increase andspoke infavoroftheincrease.  Police Officer Jaime Blume spoke infavorofthe

competitive payincrease.   Stephanie French with theRaleigh County Prevention Coalition

spoke infavorofthecompetitive payincrease fortheBPDandforhiring more officers.   

Michelle Cochran said theamount ofmoney spentontraining officers only tohavethem leave

isnotagooduseoftheCity’sfunds.  Shesaidduetomaking apostonWoodcrest’sFacebook

group thenumber ofstraycats hasdecreased which tellsherthat thecatshave irresponsible

owners.   Sherequested thatCouncil passordinances making petowners responsible.  Danielle

Stewart spoke infavorofthecompetitive payincrease fortheBPDofficers.    



With there being nofurther comments, Council unanimously approved adjourning themeeting

onamotion byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilwoman Bullock.  TheMayor

adjourned themeeting at7:13p.m.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


