
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30PMONSEPTEMBER 27, 2022, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS AND BY
WEB-XFORTHE PUBLIC DUETOCOVID-19.  

THOSE PRESENT:  Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile,  
Secretary Susan Miller, ITDirector, BillKelly, Assistant ITDirector, AmyEvans, Council Members:  Cody
Reedy, TomSopher, Robert Dunlap, BobCanter, Kevin Price, Janine Bullock, andSherrie Hunter.  The
following Department Heads werepresent:  Captain Parsons ofBeckley FD, Chief BaileyofBeckley PD,  
Captain Morgan with theCode Office, andDirector ofBoard ofPublic Works, PamFrey.  Guest speaker Rob
Steptoe withCruise & Associates andTom Aman were present.    

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat6:30p.m. Council members, Department Heads and
thepublic joined themeeting either inperson orbyWEB-Xfromtheir computer, orbyphone,  
using theweblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage at
Beckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

TheMayor ledthePledge ofAllegiance.  Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes from

theCityCouncil meeting dated September 13, 2022, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember.   

Council unanimously approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Price andseconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.  Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheWorkshop

dated September 20, 2022, copiesofwhichhadbeendistributed toeach member.  Council unanimously

approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilman Price.    

Next, Councilwoman atLarge, Sherrie Hunter madeamotion toaccept thebidfromLewis Automotive fora

newfour-wheel drivemid-sizedSUVfortheBeckley Police Department intheamount of $30,344.42.  The

motion wasseconded byCouncilman Sopher andunanimously approved byCouncil.  Thebidwas

incorporated intotheSeptember 13, 2022, minutes.  

Next, theMayor sought Council’sapproval forMr. Yahon Smith tojointheBeckley-Raleigh County Health

Department BoardofDirectors.  Amotion wasmade byCouncilwoman Hunter, seconded byCouncilman

Canter, andunanimously approved byCouncil.    

Next, Mr. Filepresented thefirst reading ofanOrdinance toutilize Bonds tofinance theunfunded liability of

theBeckley Police Department andtheBeckley FireDepartment pension funds. Mr. Filestated that the

second reading andpublic hearing willbeheldduring Council’snextmeeting, October 11, 2022.  Mr. File

read theOrdinance bytitleANORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ANDAPPROVING THE

ESTABLISHMENT BYTHECITY OFBECKLEY (THE " CITY") OFAPENSION FUNDING

PROGRAM ANDTHE FUNDING OFSUCH PROGRAM WITH THE PROCEEDS OFTAXABLE

PENSION FUNDING REVENUE BONDS ("THEBONDS") ISSUED BYTHEBECKLEY BUILDING

COMMISSION (THE "BUILDING COMMISSION"); AUTHORIZING ANDAPPROVING THE

ISSUANCE BYTHEBUILDING COMMISSION OFTHEBONDS, INONEORMORE SERIES, INAN

AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TOEXCEED $37,000,000TOFINANCE THECOST OFA

PENSION FUNDING PROGRAM INCLUDING THEFUNDING OFADEBT SERVICE RESERVE

FUND FORTHEBONDS, IFREQUIRED, THEPAYMENT OFCOSTS OFISSUANCE OFTHE BONDS

ANDRELATED COSTS; ANDTOPAYOTHER COSTS INCONNECTION THEREWITH, INCLUDING

THEESTABLISHMENT OFACONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND WITH RESPECT TOTHEBONDS

AND, IFDEEMED ADVISABLE, THEPURCHASE OFBOND INSURANCE INCONNECTION WITH

THEBONDS; AUTHORIZING ANDAPPROVING THE ACQUISITION OFREAL PROPERTY AND

ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS BYTHECITY FROM THE BECKLEY BUILDING COMMISSION;  

THELEASING BYTHECITY, ASLESSOR, OFCERTAIN REAL PROPERTY WITHALL

BUILDINGS, IMPROVEMENTS, FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, RIGHTS OFWAYAND



APPURTENANCES ASSOCIATED THEREWITH (COLLECTIVELY THE "LEASED PROPERTY") TO

THEBUILDING COMMISSION, ASLESSEE, PURSUANT TOASITELEASE AGREEMENT TOBE

EXECUTED AND DELIVERED BYANAUTHORIZED OFFICER OFTHECITY; AUTHORIZING

ANDAPPROVING ALEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEBUILDING COMMISSION, ASLESSOR,  

ANDTHECITY, ASLESSEE, WITH RESPECT TOTHEREAL PROPERTY (THE "LEASE") TOBE

EXECUTED AND DELIVERED BYANAUTHORIZED OFFICER OFTHECITY; AUTHORIZING THE

PREPARATION OFAPRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENT TOBEUSED INCONNECTION

WITH THESALE OFTHEBONDS; AUTHORIZING THEEXECUTION ANDDELIVERY BYTHE

MAYOR OFTHECITY OFACONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT, ANOFFICIAL

STATEMENT, ANDABOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEBUILDING COMMISSION

ANDTHE PURCHASER OFTHEBONDS, AND ACKNOWLEDGED AND AGREED TOBYTHE

CITY; APPROVING THEADOPTION BYTHECITY OFCONTINUING DISCLOSURE POLICIES

AND PROCEDURES WITH RESPECT TOTHECONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT TOBE

EXECUTED BYTHECITYINCONNECTION WITH THEISSUANCE OFTHEBONDS; AND

AUTHORIZING OTHER NECESSARY ACTIONS INCONNECTION WITH THEFOREGOING.  The

Mayor introduced RobSteptoe withCruise & Associates, Inc. whohelped engineer thisprogram with

Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump andCityController Jessica Chandler.  Mr. Steptoe thanked Council andthe

Mayor forinviting himtothemeeting.  Hesaid thatheappreciates being partofateamwith three

underwriters thathaveexperience nationally andonthestate level.  Hesaidthatwith thenewlegislation

which waspassed inMarch 2022byWVLegislature House Bill4756municipalities areallowed toissue

pension funding revenue bonds.  Mr. Steptoe introduced TomAman withSteptoe & Johnson which dialed in

byphone.  Thenames ofthree other team members oftheunderwriting group are:  Steven DiNicolas from

Chicago, Piper Sandler fromCharleston, WV, andCruise & Associates fromMorgantown.  Anyquestions by

Council thatmayariseafter tonight’smeeting canbediscussed atthepublic hearing October 11, 2022, when

theCommon Council andBuilding Commission willhave theopportunity for input.   Thepublic alsocan

voice anyquestions during thepublic hearing.  TomAman said theBuilding Commission will issue the

bonds andasitturnsoutalready owns someoftheproperties thatwillbesecurity for thebonds.  Partofthis

istoauthorize acquisition bytheCityofthose properties fromtheBuilding Commission.  There would be

lease agreements between theCityandtheBuilding Commission thatprovide thebasis toprovide thefunds

forthepension plansandpaythelease rentals thatwillultimately repay thebonds, pledging those properties

ascollateral.  Thebonds willbepublicly offered sotherearecertain continuing disclosure requirements the

Citywillhave. There willbedisclosure filingsofannual audited financials andcertain basic information with

respect tothebond issue thatwillcomeoutoftheCity’sactuarial report.  There isanagreement thatgoes

along with thisthatexplains what isanticipated.  There isaschedule oftheproperties thatareinvolved for

theacquisition andtheleasing.  Mr. Aman said that theywillhave more details October 11, 2022, during the

Council meeting.  TheMayor said that from hispersonal perspective hethinks that this ishistoric fortheCity

ofBeckley andputs theCity inaleadership position toassure thesolvency ofourpolice andfirepension

funds.  TheMayor commented thathethinks theCityhasdoneawonderful jobwith these pension funds over

theyearsandBilliehasfurther bolstered those funds withapproximately $450Kofadditional contributions to

thefunds intotal.  TheMayor said that this issue isadarkcloud thathangs overalotofcitiesbutisvery



optimistic itwillnolonger beanissue fortheCityofBeckley.  Councilman Sopher asked ifthisordinance

requires three readings.  TomAman saidthatunder WVState Code833andsome references toWVState

Code 816, theordinance cannot become effective until adopted onthesecond reading andalegaladis

published withanotice ofpublic hearing after thesecond reading.  Itcan’tbecome effective untilafter the

public hearing.  TheCity isproceeding inaccordance with theCity’sregular ordinance procedures with

respect torevenue raising measures, which require alegaladbepublished andapublic hearing, butonly two

readings foradoption.  Councilman Sopher asked ifthebond isgoing tobesecured with $34M.  TheMayor

clarified thatupto $37Mofunincumbered property willsecure thebonds.  TheMayor stated thatFire Station

1, FireStation #2, andBlack Knight would beinvolved.  Councilman Pricesaid that throughout histenure

andBillie’stenure attheFireDepartment thepension system wasashining spot intheState.  However,  

during that time, Huntington’ssystem failed.  Theywereunable tokeepupwith thepayments asrequired by

WVCode.  Hesaid thatCharleston wasgoing downhill quick aswellasother municipalities.  Councilman

Price commended thePension Board andthe investments made bytheBankofRaleigh andCityNational

Bank.  Councilman Price said thatwhat thisCouncil decides todointhenextsixoreightweeks willallow

Council members inthenext fifteen years tosaythattheyaregladthecurrent Council didthisbecause

otherwise theywould notbeable toafford it.  Councilman Pricesaid thatifCouncil doesnotdothisnowthat

itwillgetworse later.  Hesaidthat thebreakeven pointofapproximately fourteen orfifteen years fromnow

maynotlook likemuch during that timebutafter that itisall “gravy”.  Councilman Price saidnooneknows

what isgoing tohappen inCharleston iftheWVLegislation changes thelaw.  Hesaid thiswindow could

closeverysoonsoCouncil needs totakeadvantage ofthisnow.  Councilman Price saiditisagood thing to

secure thepension systems forthepensioners anditisagood fortheCitybecause oftheamount ofmoney

theywon’thavetoputtowards thisintwenty years.  TheMayor said thatunder thecurrent alternative plan

that requires theseven percent annual increase itwould become unsustainable fortheCity.  TheMayor saida

pointwillbereached where notonlyarethepension funds guaranteed forperpetuity, buttheCitywillbe

achieving itinalessexpensive manner.  RobSteptoe said thatthenewlegislation requires thereserve fund

thecontingency reserve fund) intheamount oftenpercent oftheamount being financed.  Thisisgood

public policy.  Thewaythemarket hasitsupyears anddown years, theCitycould manage andcontrol the

contingency reserve fund intheevent theCityhadtomitigate someofthose situations inthemarket orin

actuary changes andassumptions.  Councilman Dunlap said thatafterattending theWorkshop twothings

come tomindwhich are:  1) Hethinks this isagreat retention tool forBeckley Police Officers.  Hethinks

this isasolidprogram tohelp theCityattain, acquire, andattract better applicants andkeepour talenthere in

theCityPD.  2) Hesaid there hasbeenalotofpeople naysaying about theCityowning certain pieces ofreal

estate, butoneonlyneeds toshowupandbeinvolved toseetheacquisition ofproperty likeBlack Knight

might haveserved ashort-termbenefit, butitalso serves along-termbenefit assomething thatcanbelevied

against sothat theCitycanfully fund thepension program.  Herecognizes thatvery fewmunicipalities

throughout thestatehaveafully funded plan.  Itisapositive statement thatBeckley ismaking about being

more solvent andfiscally responsible.  Theordinance was unanimously approved byCouncil aswritten ona

motion byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilwoman atLarge Sherrie Hunter.  Theordinance is

hereby incorporated intothese minutes.    



OLDBUSINESS:  TheMayor announced thatPamFreywillbethenewDirector ofBoard ofPublic Works

effective December 1, 2022.  JerryStump isretiring.  TheMayor complimented theBeckley FireDepartment

onhosting theFallSummit lastweek thatwasattended byProfessional Firefighters fromallover theState.    

Ricky Fisher istobecommended along withalltheFirefighters thatparticipated indifferent elements of

training.  Councilwoman Bullock commented onwhatagreat jobTrena Dacal, Executive Director ofthe

United WaydidontheDancing WithTheStars fundraiser.  Councilwoman Bullock also thanked Mr. Jack

Tanner with theRaleigh County Commission onAging forthegreat event held there observing National

Senior Center Day.  Councilwoman Bullock said thatMargaret O’NealwiththeUnited WaywastheGuest

Speaker.  Councilman Sopher thanked Board ofPublic Works forthepaving workthat isbeing done.  He

received acomment fromacitizen that livesonMaxwell Hillquestioning theTeelRd. intersection hoping

theCitycould communicate with theState toget thatareapaved.  PamFreysaid thatJerry Stump contacted

theState today regarding this.  Councilman Sopher saidthat there issomuch traffic that flows through that

area.   

NEW BUSINESS:  Councilwoman Hunter congratulated thefirst femaleK-9Officer, Lauren Birchfield.    

ThenameofherK-9isGabeo.  Councilwoman Hunter thanked theBoard ofPublic Works forallthe

recycling work that takes place throughout theCity.  Councilman Sopher alsocommended Board ofPublic

Works forthecommunity pride displayed onMaxwell HillRd. forallthebluerecycling boxes curbside on

Monday mornings.  PamFreysaid thenewpacker truckhasmade itpossible tofinish Maxwell Hill inone

day.  TheMayor saidCouncilwoman Hunter wasvery involved inhelping secure thepacker truck.    

Councilwoman Hunter said thatitrequired alotofwork frombothherandPamFrey.  TheMayor said that

JillMoorefield Director ofBeckley Events hasworked hardontheupcoming ChiliNight.  Theanticipated

hurricane ismaking itdifficult fortheBeckley Events Committee todecide whether tohold theevent

October 1stasplanned ortopostpone it.  Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump said thathespoke toJillearlier

today andshe iscontinuing toevaluate theweather forecast andwillmakeafinaldecision Thursday.  The

Mayor announced thatifcalling inbyphone dial *3toraiseyour hand.  Ifconnected bycomputer, click the

hand icon” onyourparticipants panel tospeak.    

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Brian Brown commented about thearticle inthenewspaper regarding downtown

parking being leased toFruits ofLabor (FOL).  Hesaid thathisoffice isdowntown at328W. Neville St.  He

continued tocomplain about theCity’ssupport ofFOLandhecomplained about hisperception oflack

parking spaces downtown.  Mr. Brown said thatif youscroll theCityofBeckley online youhave

accolades toFOLandBlack Knight andnoother businesses intown.  Mr. Brown said thatitisabsurd and

ridiculous thataCitythesizeof Beckley onlyseeks togiveacclaim totwobusinesses when there isawhole

Cityofpeople andbusinesses righthere thatneeds attention anddevotion.  TheMayor saidheattended anice

function atFOLtoday where representatives with theBestNational Restaurants chose FOLforthataward.    

Hesaid thatFOLiscoming onstrong andasfarasMr. Brown’scomments, theparking lotdirectly behind

hisnewoffice onNeville St. willbecompleted soon.  Itislarger thantheformer Zen’sparking lot.  When the

finalwork iscomplete onthelotacross fromFOLitwillalso include enlarging thecurrent parking lotacross

fromBeckley Water Company byapproximately 2ft.  TheMayor said thathethinks thatifMr. Brown is

patient andwatches things progress thathewillfindthat there ismore thanenough parking.  Thelotdirectly

behind hisoffice ismuch closer thantheformer Zen’slot.  Councilman Dunlap saidthatafterhespoke to



Mr. Brown today hediscovered what theMayor justsaidabout theCity’splans toexpand theparking

lotbehind hisbuilding.  Hesaid that theCitywaskindtoCoffee OnMainwhen theyopened.  Hesaid that

before theCityeverpurchased theFOLbuilding theCityattended theribbon cutting ceremony forCoffee On

Main andasked thatwaste baskets bemoved away fromthefrontofthatestablishment andtheCityallowed

atemporary mid-dayparking space forCoffee OnMain’scustomers.  Hedisagrees that theCityhasonly

benefited oneentity throughout itshistory.  Hesaid therearealotofexamples where theCityhastried to

helpnewbusinesses.  Councilman Dunlap isexcited about theexpansive parking that isgoingtobeavailable

behind Mr. Brown’sbusiness andthinks thatitwillhelphimagreat deal.  TheMayor said thatheagrees.    

Initially WVU Techhadtalked totheCityandhadplans toleasealarge portion oftheEarwood Street

parking lot.  However, since then theyhave worked outanarrangement with theFirst Baptist Church, that

isnolonger anissue.  Thatparking lotwillbeavailable tothepublic andisbasically atMr. Brown’s

doorstep.  TheMayor thinks thiswillhelpMr. Brown.  Amotion madebyCouncilman Priceandseconded

byCouncilwoman Hunter wasunanimously approved byCouncil toadjourn at7:05p.m.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


