A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:35 PM ON MARCH 22, 2022, BY WEB-X DUE TO COVID-19 FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCIL
MEMBERS MET IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

THOSE PRESENT: Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer Billie Trump, City Attorney Bill File,
Secretary Susan Miller, IT Director, Bill Kelly, Assistant IT Director, Amy Evans, Council Members: Cody
Reedy, Tom Sopher, Bob Canter, Kevin Price, Sherrie Hunter, and Janine Bullock. The following
Department Heads were present: Director of Board of Public Works, Jerry Stump, Chief Wills of Beckley
FD, Chief Christian of Beckley PD, Captain Morgan, Chief Code Officer, Parks & Rec. Director, Leslie
Baker, and the General Manager of the BSB, Jeremiah Johnson. ABSENT: Councilman Robert Dunlap

The Mayor reminded the public that they will be able to make comments when invited to do
so by either pressing *3 on their phone and their call will be taken in the order it is received, or
if viewing by computer or tablet, raising your hand by right clicking your name and choosing
"Raise Hand".
Before the Mayor called the meeting to order he read a recognition and profound appreciation
of distinguished service testimonial written by Ms. Baker in honor of Sharon Dempsey who
recently passed. The testimonial is included at the end of these minutes. The meeting was
called to order at 6:35 p.m. Council members, Department Heads and the public joined the
meeting either in Council chambers or by WEB-X from their computer, or by phone, using the
weblink or phone number provided the day of the meeting on the City’s webpage at
Beckley.org or the City’s Facebook page.
Council dispensed with the reading and approval of minutes from the regular Council meeting dated

March 08, 2022, copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously approved

the minutes as written on a motion by Councilman Sopher and seconded by Councilman Price.

Council dispensed with the reading and approval of minutes from the Workshop dated March 14,2022,
copies of which had been distributed to each member. Council unanimously approved the minutes as written
on a motion by Councilman Sopher and seconded by Councilwoman Bullock.

Next Mr. File read the Resolution authorizing the City of Beckley (COB) to contribute ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00) to the Beckley Area Foundation for the creation of the Bill Withers Sculpture project

fund. This resolution was unanimously passed by Council on a motion made by Councilman Price and

seconded by Councilwoman Hunter. The resolution is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Jeremiah Johnson, GM of the BSB clarified that tonight is the first reading of the ordinances regarding
stormwater and sewer rates and the second readings and public hearings will be held during the April 26,
2022 Council meeting. The Mayor reiterated that the BSB operates as a subsidiary of the COB with its own
Board of Directors (BOD), the stormwater rates haven't changed in fifteen years, and the sanitary/sewer rates
haven’t changed in seven years. Mr. File summarized the sewerage system ordinance. He said that the COB
is following the requirements of the Public Service Commission (PSC). There are rules and regulations from
the Government of Sewer and Utilities which require ordinances, public hearings and that customers

be informed of rate changes. Mr. File read the ordinance by title An Ordinance Setting Forth The Rates,
Fees, And Charges For Service To Customers Of The Sewerage System Of The City Of Beckley. The
ordinance was unanimously approved by Council on a motion made by Councilwoman Hunter and seconded

by Councilman Price. The ordinance is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next, Mr. File read the ordinance by title only An Ordinance Authorizing the Acquisition, Construction, and
Equipping Of Certain Extensions, Additions, Betterments, And Improvements To The Existing Public

Sanitary Sewage System Of The City Of Beckley. The ordinance was unanimously approved by Council on
a motion made by Councilwoman Bullock and seconded by Councilwoman Hunter. The ordinance is hereby

incorporated into these minutes.



Mr. File explained that the next ordinance increases the stormwater fees from $3.75/mo. to $7.41/mo. for
single family residential dwellings. For non-residential properties the fee of $1.25 per one thousand sq. ft. of
impervious area monthly would increase to $2.47 per one thousand sq. ft. of impervious area monthly. Mr.
File read the ordinance by title only An Ordinance Amending Article V, Sections 9-602, 9-603, and 9-604 Of
The Code Of The City Of Beckley West Virginia As The Same Applies To Stormwater Management And
Surface Water Discharge Control And Applicable Rates And Fees. The ordinance was unanimously
approved by Council on a motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilwoman Hunter.

The ordinance is hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next, was the second reading by title only and public hearing of An Ordinance Authorizing The City Of
Beckley To Accept From Pinecrest Development Corporation A Certain Tract Or Parcel Of Land Consisting
Of 142.27 Acres. Mr. File stated that in adopting this ordinance that the City will assume the debt against
this land in the amount of $325,645.72 which is the amount that Pinecrest Development Corporation (PDC)
owes on this property. The City will assume the $1,500.00 per month rent payment to Forward Southern
West Virginia which is on behalf of the NRGRDA so long as NRGRDA occupies office space there. PDC
will be assigning to the City all its leases and any rights it has regarding the Pinecrest Plaza South. The
income that is generated from Pinecrest Plaza South more than covers the debt obligation and more than
covers the rental obligation the City will have to Forward Southern West Virginia. Mr. File read the
ordinance by title An Ordinance Authorizing The City Of Beckley To Accept From Pinecrest Development
Corporation A Certain Tract Or Parcel Of Land Consisting Of 142.27 Acres. Mr. File opened a public
hearing. There were no public comments. The public hearing was closed. The ordinance was unanimously
approved by Council on a motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilwoman Bullock. The
Mayor announced that the closing on this property is at Black Knight March 31, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Council
members and Department Heads were invited to attend. The ordinance is hereby incorporated into these

minutes.



Next Mr. File read by title only An Ordinance Re-Enacting And Amending City Of Beckley Code Chapter 4
Article I, Sections 4-9,4-9.1, 4-10, 4-11, And 4-12. He stated that the ordinance updates the City's building
code and brings it in compliance with the State of West Virginia's code. Mr. File said that this is done
periodically when the WV Legislature updates the State Building Code to include the amendments and
revisions made by the WV State Fire Commission. Mr. File opened a public hearing. There were no public
comments. Mr. File closed the public hearing. Chief Code Officer, Captain Morgan, reiterated that this
ordinance keeps the City in compliance with the State code. The ordinance was unanimously approved by
Council on a motion made by Councilman Price and seconded by Councilman Canter. The ordinance is

hereby incorporated into these minutes.



Next, Councilman Reedy said the City received only one bid, which was from Frye Roofing, Inc,. in the
amount of $96, 987.00 to replace the roof on the WJLS building. Councilman Reedy made the motion to
accept the bid and Councilman Price seconded it. Councilman Sopher asked if the City is going to wait to
see if the grant money is awarded before the roof is installed. The Mayor said yes. Recorder-Treasurer Billie
Trump said that Frye Roofing has not yet given a timeline for the work, but once they have been informed
that their bid is approved, they will be able to give a mobilization timeline. Mr. Trump said that the City will
be meeting with WJILS officials to see if there is any superfluous equipment on the roof that could be
removed while Frye Roofing has a crane on site to raise their materials to roof level. Mr. Trump said that
considering the availability and shipping delays for materials, it may take a while to receive them. The
Mayor said that The Hive is looking at the possibility of getting grants. The Hive is interested in occupying a
considerable portion of that building and if that grant is awarded it would allow The Hive to do some nice
things to that building. Councilman Sopher agrees that funds from the grant should be received before the
roof work begins. Councilwoman Bullock asked if any of the surrounding storefronts were inspected. The
Mayor said that there are four storefronts on the main level and the Director of Board of Public Works, Jerry
Stump, and some of the staff from that department have assessed the building. Council unanimously
approved the bid, which was incorporated into the minutes of the March 8, 2022, Council meeting.

OLD BUSINESS: The Mayor announced that Spring Cleanup begins April 4, 2022. The Mayor reminded
Council members of the Chamber of Commerce dinner at the Raleigh County Convention Center March 31,
2022, and asked Council members to let him know if they plan on attending and if they are bringing a guest.
The Mayor said that during the last Council meeting Councilman Reedy and Councilman Dunlap brought up
the topic of compensation for the Beckley Police Department (BPD). The Mayor said that he and Mr. Trump
met with the Beckley Police Department Pension Board (BPDPB) and have met twice with Chief Christian
and Deputy Chief Bailey regarding this. The Mayor suggested that Councilman Reedy meet with Chief
Christian after tonight's meeting.

The Mayor said that Corey Lilly, Beckley's Outdoor Economic Development Director, has been involved
with WV Land Trust which owns and governs a sizable piece of property in the Piney Gorge. Preliminary
indications are that the WV Land Trust Board is interested in this property being annexed into the City.
Corey and Mr. File are working on this.

The Mayor announced that Chief of Police Lonnie Christian is retiring. The Mayor said that Chief Christian
will be missed, and he can't say enough about the organization that Chief has brought to the City's Police
Department, his long-range planning, the respect that he has throughout the department, his forward thinking,
attention to detail, and his input on a new police headquarters which resulted in a great facility. The City is
thankful for Chief's Christian's leadership. Chief Christian said that he appreciates the opportunity to work
with the Council members. Chief gave each Council member, as well as the Mayor, a letter expressing his
gratitude for the opportunity to serve the City. Chief thanked everyone for all they have done over the years.
Councilman Canter asked for an update on Fruits of Labor (FOL). The Mayor said that Tammy Jordan,
President of FOL, has experienced a delay in getting the building ready to open due to the supply chain
shortage and shipping delays. She had new kitchen equipment ordered which has been put on delay for up to
one and a half years, so she proceeded to purchase used kitchen equipment. Mr. Trump said that regarding

suppliers and vendors, Tammy is very close to having everything she needs acquired. She identified some



equipment in the building which was surplus which has now been sold on the auction site and the City has
realized some gains from that. Mr. Trump said that he thinks FOL will open in May. Councilwoman
Bullock thanked Chief Christian, the Code Office, and the Board of Public Works for all their help. The
Mayor acknowledged the Black History Celebration at the Raleigh Playhouse Theater. He said that he had
previous engagements and was not able to attend. Councilwoman Bullock asked for an update on where the
City is in training and certifying lifeguards. Ms. Leslie Baker said that she will email her the information that
she has and they are continuing to work on this as they have since before Christmas.

NEW BUSINESS: Councilman Sopher announced that his daughter, Kate Sopher, Matt Mullins, and some
others have been working on putting together a concert for the Bill Withers event. The Mayor said that the
morning of the event Jill Moorefield, City Events Planner, will hold the Sweet Treats event. Councilman
Sopher also announced that the Historical Society is kicking off Founders Day May 21, 2022. Councilman
Price asked that now that Council is meeting in person could it resume starting the meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance and prayer. The Mayor said that he thinks they should do the Pledge. However, he has read so
many articles from around the country concerning this issue that he is a little ambivalent regarding this
subject. He said he would be open to discussing this topic with Council members. Councilman Reedy said
he likes the idea of having local Pastors from various churches come to Council chambers which gives
Council members the opportunity to speak to them about the community. The Mayor agreed that he also
enjoyed spending a few minutes with the Pastors before meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Danielle Stewart said that one issue is that the proposed rate increase is being
perceived as though it is due specifically to the issues at Hartley Avenue and she knows that it is a lot more
than that. She hopes that the City and the BSB can educate the community better about why the increase is
necessary. She asked Council to consider raising the rates for businesses above and beyond what residents
are paying. She asked if the pool at New River Park is being maintained. Ms. Baker said that they have
started draining the pools, regular maintenance is taking place and they are carrying on as though the pools
will open on time. The Mayor said that the commercial storm water rates for impervious areas have
increased. Jeremiah said the impervious area rate for storm water did increase. Councilman Sopher said that
he read in the ordinance that if a business was to develop a stormwater run off system that their rate would be
adjusted accordingly. Jeremiah said that for new developments that have structures in place that manage
stormwater there is a credit policy in place allowing them to apply for discounts. He said that an existing
business could request its application be made retroactive and apply for discounts. Ms. Baker said that in
2001 the Youth Museum received the Institute of Museum and Library Services National award and that the
Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine will be named by USA Today as one of the ten best history museums in the
country. The Mayor congratulated Ms. Baker and her staff. With there being no further business to discuss
the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m.made on a motion by Councilwoman Bullock and seconded by

Councilman Sopher.

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer



