
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:32PMONMARCH 08, 2022, BYWEB-XDUETOCOVID-19.  

THOSE PRESENT:  Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile,  
Secretary Susan Miller, ITDirector, BillKelly, Assistant ITDirector, AmyEvans, Council Members:  Cody
Reedy, TomSopher, Robert Dunlap, BobCanter, Kevin Price, Sherrie Hunter, andJanine Bullock.  The
following Department Heads werepresent:  Director ofBoard ofPublic Works, Jerry Stump, Captain Parsons
ofBeckley FD, Chief Christian ofBeckley PD, Captain Morgan, Chief Code Officer, andJinaBelcher,  
Director oftheNRGRDA.  

TheMayor reminded thepublic that theywillbeabletomakecomments when invited todoso
byeitherpressing *3ontheir phone andtheircallwillbetaken intheorder itisreceived, orif
viewing bycomputer ortablet, raising yourhandbyrightclicking yourname andchoosing
Raise Hand".   

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat6:32p.m. Council members, Department Heads and

thepublic joined themeeting byWEB-Xeither fromtheircomputer, orbyphone, using the

weblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage at

Beckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheregular Council meeting dated

February 22, 2022, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember. Council unanimously approved

theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilwoman Bullock andseconded byCouncilman Dunlap.  

NextMr. Filesummarized anOrdinance Authorizing CityofBeckley ToAccept Property From Pinecrest

Development Corporation.  Mr. Filestated thatCouncil realizes that inadopting thisordinance that theCity

willassume thedebt against this landintheamount of $325,645.72which istheamount thatPinecrest

Development Corporation (PDC) owesonthisproperty.  TheCitywillassume the $1,500.00per

month rentpayment toForward Southern WestVirginia which isonbehalf oftheNRGRDA solongas

NRGRDA occupies officespace there.  PDCwillbeassigning totheCityallitsleases andanyrights it

hasregarding thePinecrest PlazaSouth.  Theincome that isgenerated fromPinecrest Plaza South more than

covers thedebtobligation andmore thancovers therental obligation theCitywillhave toForward Southern

WestVirginia.  TheCityagrees todevelop thisproperty aswasstarted byPDCandtoimprove the

infrastructure totheproperty.  Mr. File read theordinance bytitleAnOrdinance Authorizing TheCity

OfBeckley ToAccept FromPinecrest Development Corporation ACertain TractOrParcel OfLand

Consisting Of142.27Acres.  Theordinance was unanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made by

Councilman Priceandseconded byCouncilman Sopher.  Theordinance ishereby incorporated intothese

minutes.    



NextMr. Filesummarized anOrdinance Re-Enacting And Amending CityOfBeckley Code Chapter 4.    

Hestated that theordinance updates theCity'sbuilding codeandbrings itincompliance with theStateof

WestVirginia'scode.  Mr. Filesaid that this isdoneperiodically when theWVLegislature updates the

State Building Code toinclude theamendments and revisions made bytheWVStateFireCommission.   

Mr. Fileread theordinance bytitleOrdinance Re-Enacting AndAmending CityOfBeckley Code Chapter 4,   

Article I, Sections 4-9, 4-9.1, 4-10, 4-11, and4-12. Theordinance wasunanimously approved byCouncil on

amotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilman Sopher.  Theordinance ishereby

incorporated into theseminutes.  



Nextwasthesecond reading bytitleonlyandpublic hearing ofanordinance titledAnOrdinance

Authorizing CityOfBeckley ToPurchase ATractOfRealEstate OnCarter Street InTheHedrick-Walker-  

Carter Addition Described AsLotNo. 418AndAPortion OfAnEighteen (18) FootAlley Located OffOf

Carter Street.  Mr. Fileexplained that theBeckley Sanitary Board isworking onastormwater project inthis

vicinity.  Thecostofthisproperty is $12,500.00which istobepaidbytheBeckley Sanitary Board.  Mr. File

opened thepublic hearing.  There werenopublic comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  The

ordinance wasunanimously approved onthefirst reading byCouncilman Sopher andseconded by

Councilman Price.  Thisordinance isincorporated intothese minutes.   



Nextwasthesecond reading bytitleonlybyMr. Fileandpublic hearing ofanordinance Authorizing Cityof

Beckley ToPurchase ATractOfRealEstate InTheVicinity OfCarter Street AndCityAvenue InThe

Hedrick-Walker-Carter Addition AsShown OnTaxMap32, AsParcels 28, 29, 30, 31, 139, and140, Cityof

Beckley District.   Thecostofthisproperty is $8,000.00which theBeckley Sanitary Board willpay.  Mr. File

opened thepublic hearing.  There werenopublic comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  The

ordinance wasunanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded by

Councilman Canter.  Thisordinance ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



TheMayor sought Mr. File'sopinion astowhether theorderofthe itemsontheagenda could bealtered.  Mr.   

Filesaid therewasnoproblem indoing so.  TheMayor thenasked Recorder/Treasurer,   

BillieTrump iftheCity received anybidsfortheroof repair fortheWJLS building.  Mr. Trump said theCity

received onebidwhich wasfromFryeRoofing, Inc. intheamount of $96, 987.00.  Thebidwillbegiven to

Director ofBoard ofPublic Works, JerryStump, andCouncil Members atLarge, Sherrie Hunter andCody

Reedy, toreview withMr. Trump.  Thisbidisincorporated intothese minutes.   



Next theMayor consulted withMr. File toaskthecorrect procedure tobring theOrdinance Authorizing The

CityOfBeckley ToAccept AsAGiftFrom Harper Rentals, Inc. RealProperty Identified AsLot25, Main

Street (Commonly Known AsTheWJLS Building) offthetable.  Mr. Filestated that theMayor canproceed

with theordinance onceamotion toremove theordinance fromthetable isadopted.  Amotion wasmadeby

Councilwoman Hunter, seconded byCouncilman Bob, andunanimously approved byCouncil totakethis

ordinance offthetable.  Mr. File readbytitleonlyAnOrdinance Authorizing TheCityOfBeckley To

Accept AsAGiftFromHarper Rentals, Inc. RealProperty Identified AsLot25, MainStreet (Commonly

Known AsTheWJLS Building).  This isthesecond reading oftheordinance.  Mr. Fileopened thepublic

hearing.  Director ofNRGRDA JinaBelcher stated thatsheisinfavor oftheCityacquiring thisspace.  Ms.   

Belcher stated thatexpansion space forTheHive isneeded andthiswould beanideal location.  Shestated

thatalocalmaker'smarketplace, aswellasabusiness incubation space would beideal inthisfacility.   

Ms. Belcher asked thatbefore theCity invests anymoney fortheroof repairs onthebuilding that thecapital

stacking oftheproject bediscussed firstbecause theNRGRDA mayhave access tosome potential grants and

theCity'sfunds would bestbeutilized asmatched forthisredevelopment, including theroof repair.  Ms.   

Belcher asked ifanyone hadanyquestions regarding thepotential useofthespace.  There werenoquestions

forMs. Belcher.  There werenoother public comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  Theordinance

wasunanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded by

Councilwoman Hunter.  Councilman Sopher thanked Controller Jessica Chandler forherduediligence in

asking Mr. Bickey questions regarding thisproperty andshowing thatithadapositive cash flow.    

Councilman Sopher said thatifMs. Belcher hasanyopportunities touseanygrants regarding theHistorical

Landmark Commission thatwould bewonderful.  Hestated thathethinks this isagood investment and

hopes that theCitycandraw some business tothatcorner ofBeckley, andhelikes that itisclose tothe

campus ofWVU Tech.  Thisordinance ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.    



Prior tothemeeting Recorder/Treasurer, BillieTrump shared withCouncil members acomprehensive copy

oftheCity'spurposed budget forfiscal the2022-23year.  Hestated that thebudget mustbesubmitted inthe

month ofMarch totheWVStateAuditor'sOffice forapproval.  Mr. Trump stated that thebudget canbe

amended.  TheState experienced some problems getting someofthetaxinformation forwarded tothe

County.  Therefore, theCityneeds tomake anamendment totheadvalorem byincreasing itto

2,827,585.00,  which isanincrease of  $17,485.00.  Mr. Trump explained thatalloftherevenue mustbe

accounted for.  Mr. Trump said thatontheexpense sidehemoved theadditional $17,485.00tocontingency



which makes thecontingency line-itemtotal $417,485.00.  Mr. Trump asked ifanyone hadanyquestions

regarding thebudget.  Noonehadanyquestions.  TheMayor stated that theCounty Accessor'soffice

delivered thenumbers yesterday.  Hethanked Controller Jessica Chandler andMr. Trump fortheirhard work

onthebudget.  Council unanimously approved thebudget onamotion made byCouncilman Canter and

seconded byCouncilwoman Bullock.  Thebudget forfiscal year 2022-23isincorporated intothese minutes.  



OLDBUSINESS:  TheMayor said that there willbeaWorkshop Monday, March 14, 2022, at5:05p.m.in

Council Chambers forCouncil members.  However, thepublic can jointhemeeting byWEB-Xorbyphone.    

TheWorkshop isregarding sanitary sewer andstormwater rates.  Councilman Reedy asked foranupdate as

towhen thehouses thatcaught onfireonEStreet willget torndown.  TheMayor said that therearecertain

procedures thatneed totakeplaceandtherearelegalguidelines.  Mr. Filesaid that theCityneeds togive

notice totheinsurance carriers ofthese properties before anyremoval ofthehouses begin.  ChiefCode

Officer, Captain Donnie Morgan, said thatthecodeoffice started thenotification process, rantherequired

legalad, andthecourt hearing isMarch 30, 2022.  Councilman Dunlap updated Council ontheprogress

regarding recruiting lifeguards.  Hesaid that tenoftheseventeen student applicants forlifeguards aregood

applicants.  Councilman Dunlap suggested that theCity findaqualified person thatcantrain andcertify

applicants tobecome lifeguards rather thanwaiting onathird party.  Mr. Dunlap stated thatheandDirector

ofParks & Recreation, Leslie Baker, areworking onforming acommittee tohelpwith therecruitment

process forLifeguards andtheywelcome help frommembers ofthecommunity.  Councilman

Sopher reminded everyone that thegatesattheYMCA Soccer Complex arelocked atdusk.  He

asked iftheCitycould communicate with theYMCA regarding this, orif theBoard ofPublic Works could

putupmoreprominent signage andmentioned thepossibility oftheFireDepartment having akeytothegate.    

TheMayor saidthat theCitywillconsult with theYMCA onthismatter andthatsigns stating thehoursare

there.  TheMayor said thatpeople canparkontheoutside ofthegatetoavoid being locked inside thegate.    

Councilwoman Bullock thanked Captain Donnie Morgan andtheBoard ofPublic Works fortheirhelpwith

theabandoned homes thathadvagrants living inthem.    

NEW BUSINESS:  Councilwoman Hunter thanked theBeckley PDandtheother lawenforcement agencies

fortheirhardwork inhelping decrease thenumber offirearms onthestreets intheCity.  Councilwoman

Bullock reminded theMayor oftheSalvation Army'sgroundbreaking ceremony tomorrow.  TheMayor

announced that theribbon cutting ceremony isat12noonat2871 Robert C. ByrdDrive andthepublic is

welcome.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Therewerenopublic comments.  

Onamotion madebyCouncilman Priceandseconded byCouncilman Dunlap themeeting wasadjourned at

7:13p.m.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


