
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30PMONFEBRUARY 22, 2022, BYWEB-XDUETOCOVID-19.  

THOSE PRESENT:  Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile,  
Secretary Susan Miller, ITDirector, BillKelly, Assistant ITDirector, AmyEvans, Council Members:  Cody
Reedy, TomSopher, Robert Dunlap, BobCanter, Kevin Price, Sherrie Hunter, andJanine Bullock.  The
following Department Heads werepresent:  Director ofBoard ofPublic Works, Jerry Stump, Captain Parsons
ofBeckley FD, Chief Christian ofBeckley PD, Deputy Chief Bailey ofBeckley PD, Controller, Jessica
Chandler, Captain Morgan, andParks & Recreation Director, Leslie Baker.   

TheMayor reminded thepublic that theywillbeabletomakecomments when invited todoso
byeitherpressing *3ontheir phone andtheircallwillbetaken intheorder itisreceived, orif
viewing bycomputer ortablet, raising yourhandbyrightclicking yourname andchoosing
Raise Hand".   

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat6:30p.m. Council members, Department Heads and

thepublic joined themeeting byWEB-Xeither fromtheircomputer, orbyphone, using the

weblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage at

Beckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheregular Council meeting dated

February 8, 2022, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember. Council unanimously approved

theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.  

NextMr. Fileexplained that theBeckley Sanitary Board (BSB) isasking theCitytopurchase atractof

realestate onCarter Street onitsbehalf.  Thisproperty isneeded foraninfrastructure project thattheBSBis

working onattheCarter Street, CityAvenue area.  Thecostofthisproperty is $12,500.00.  TheBSB

negotiated thispricewith theOwners, Willie JoeChandler andMary Katherine Chandler.  Mr. Filereadby

titleonlyanOrdinance Authorizing CityofBeckley ToPurchase ATract OfRealEstate OnCarter Street In

TheHedrick-Walker-Carter Addition Described AsLotNo. 418AndAPortion OfAnEighteen (18) Foot/   

Alley Located OffOfCarter Street.  Theordinance wasunanimously approved onthefirst reading by

Council onamotion made byCouncilman Sopher andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.  Thisordinance is

incorporated into theseminutes.   



NextMr. Fileexplained that theBeckley Sanitary Board (BSB) isasking theCity topurchase another tract

ofrealestate for thesame infrastructure project.  Thisproperty isowned bytheCatholic Church.  TheBSB

hasnegotiated apriceof $8,000.00which consideration willbepaidbytheBSB.  Mr. Filereadbytitleonly

anOrdinance Authorizing CityOfBeckley ToPurchase ATractofRealEstate InTheVicinity

OfCarter Street AndCityAvenue InTheHedrick-Walker-Carter Addition AsShown OnTaxMap32, As

Parcels 28, 29, 30, 31, 139, 140, CityOfBeckley District.  Theordinance wasunanimously approved onthe

first reading byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Sopher andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.    

Thisordinance ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



Nextwasthesecond reading bytitleonlybyMr. FileanOrdinance Amending CityofBeckley Code

Chapter 2, Sec.2-509AndSec. 2-510Increasing From $15Kto $25KTheRequirement OfFormal Bid

Procedures ForThePurchase ofGoods.  Mr. Fileopened thepublic hearing forpublic comments.  There

werenopublic comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  Theordinance was unanimously approved by

Council onamotion made byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilwoman Bullock.  Theordinance

ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.   



Nextwasthesecond reading bytitleonlybyMr. FileanOrdinance Amending CityofBeckley Code

Chapter 13, Article XIII. Hotel TaxToIncorporate TheMarketplace Facilitator IntoTheChapter.  Mr. File

opened thepublic hearing.  There werenopublic comments.  Mr. Fileclosed thepublic hearing.  The

ordinance was unanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded by

Councilwoman Bullock.  Thisordinance isincorporated intothese minutes.    



Next theMayor suggested that theCity table theOrdinance Authorizing theCityOfBeckley ToAccept AsA

GiftFrom Harper Rentals, Inc. RealProperty Identified AsLot25, MainStreet (Commonly Known AsThe

WJLS Building).  First reading oftheordinance wasonFebruary 8, 2022.  TheMayor suggested that the

ordinance betabled until thenextmeeting onMarch 8, 2022, atwhich timethebidsforanewroofshould be

available.  TheMayor said thatheandMr. Fileconsulted regarding theneed fortheCitytoobtain bidsfora

newroofonthebuilding.  Mr. Bickey isspeaking tothecontractors regarding thecostofanewroof.  The

Mayor said that there isanunderstanding ifthecontractor findsadditional repairs while performing thework,   

thepricemayincrease.  Mr. File joined intherecommendation theordinance betabled until thenextmeeting.    

Amotion totable theordinance until theMarch 8, 2022, meeting wasunanimously approved byCouncil ona

motion madebyCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.    

Next istheResolution Authorizing CityOfBeckley ToRenew Lease OfRaleigh Playhouse AndTheatre

From MinePower Systems, Inc., ForPeriod OfOneYearForOriginal Annual Consideration Of $36,000.00.    

Parks andRecreation Director, Leslie Baker expressed hersupport totheMayor fortherenewal ofthis lease

which herelayed toCouncil.  Councilman Dunlap asked iftheHVAC system andtheoverhead projector

havebeen repaired.  TheMayor saidthatMr. Bickey ispaying tohave theHVAC system repaired.  The

Mayor said thatheisuncertain about theworking orderoftheoverhead projector, buthewill findoutmore

about it.  Councilman Reedy asked ifthelease amount of $36,000.00will remain thesame.  Mr. Filesaidyes,   

andtheterms andconditions willremain thesame.  Councilman Sopher asked iftheCitycansublease the

basement.  Mr. Filesaid that theCitymaysublease thebasement butwould needtorefer totheagreement for

specifics.  Theresolution was unanimously approved byCouncil onamotion byCouncilman Dunlap

andseconded byCouncilman Sopher.  Theresolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.    





Next istheResolution OfTheCommon Council OfTheCityOfBeckley ToPermit TheOpen Burning Of

Vegetation.  Mr. Filereadthefourpertinent partsasoutlined intheresolution along with theeffective dates

foropenburning ofvegetation.  Theresolution wasunanimously approved byCouncil aswritten onamotion

made byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilman Reedy.  Theresolution ishereby incorporated into

these minutes.    

OLDBUSINESS:  TheMayor expressed hissympathy forthefamily ofBetty Wilkes asBetty

passed awayafewdaysago.  TheMayor saidhepresented Quincy Madison aLiving Legend Award last

Saturday.  Councilman Price asked ifthere isanupdate ongetting theHistoric Black Knight ontheCity's

website.  ITDirector BillKelly said thathewill further discuss thiswithMs. Baker andcontinue working

withCucumber andCompany onthisproject, aswellasmany otherprojects tobring theCity'stechnological



capabilities current sothat theresidents haveonline services.  Councilman Reedy asked ifCouncil meetings

thcould resume being inCouncil chambers March8 since mandates arebeing lifted.  TheMayor saiditwillbe

decided onaday-to-daybasis. Councilman Sopher said thathewould also liketoseeCouncil resume having

meetings inperson.  Councilman Dunlap expressed hisexcitement with theprogress IThasmade towards the

CityofBeckley appandthanked ITforallthework that theydo.  Councilman Dunlap askedMr. Kelly ifa

tentative datetointroduce theappisavailable.  Mr. Kelly said that ITisintheprocess ofgathering

departmental information tohelp launch theappsuchas:  parking payments, viewing municipal accounts,   

payment arrangements, paying B&Otaxes, paying BSBaccounts online, parks andrecreation fees, etc.  Mr.   

Kelly said that ITdoesnothaveatarget date, buthedoesnotthink itwillbetoomuch longer.  Mr. Kelly

reminded everyone thatthePassport Parking Appisalways anoption anddowntown merchants canvoucher

parking fortheir customer'siftheysochoose.  Mr. Kelly said thatthisoption needs communicated to

thedowntown merchants.  AmyEvans, Assistant ITDirector, said that theyhavebeenworking with

Cucumber & Company toaddtheagendas fortheCouncil meetings, aswellasthevideosofCouncil

meetings totheCity'swebsite.  These options areavailable now.  Amysaid thattheagenda isuploaded the

Friday before theCouncil meeting.  Ontherightsideofthescreen ontheCity'ssiteis "TextMyGov" which

allows viewers totextakeywordtothatnumber andtoberouted totheappropriate link.  Thisallows

feedback totheITdepartment.  Ifsomeone asksaquestion using "TextMyGov" andtheanswer isnot

available, theITdepartment isnotified whichallows themtoknow what information isneeded.    

NEW BUSINESS:  Councilman Sopher said thatwhen youpull intoIndustrial DriveoffClarence

Meadows Blvd. there isnotgood signage togetpeople tothemunicipal court andtotheITDept.  Hethinksa

permanent better-quality sign isneeded there.  TheMayor said that theBoard ofPublic Work'ssignmaking

department should beabletohelpwith this.  Councilman Dunlap updated Council ontheefforts torecruit

lifeguards forNewRiver PoolandthepoolatHistoric Black Knight.  Hemetwithseventeen student athletes

between theagesofsixteen andseventeen yearsoldatWoodrow Wilson HighSchool.  Thecost totrainand

certify eachlifeguard is $250.00attheYMCA.  Mr. Dunlap saidhe, aswell asmanyothers, areworking hard

trying tomake sure recreational options areopenatthepools.  Hewill reach outtotheyouthatShady Spring

HighandWVU Tech'sswim team.  Councilwoman Bullock mentioned thefollowing individuals as

February isBlack History Month:  Quincy Madison, Attorney Wilbert Payne, hisfather, andgrandfather,   

Ms. Pamela Moore whowasanEducator whopassed away justafewdaysago, andMayor Daniel Wright of

OakHill.  Sheannounced thatonthelastSaturday inFebruary Rev. Watts willbehosting alecture series in

theOakHillCityCouncil Chambers at6:00p.m.  Shealso listed former Council members, Charles Jones,   

Madrith Chambers, Lorraine Seay, FrankWilliams, Cedric Robertson, Ronnie Booker, andLeeLeftwich.    

TheMayor added former Council member Albert Scott.  TheMayor commended OakHill forthelecture

series that theyaredoing.    

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Nopublic comments.  TheMayor adjourned themeeting at7:13onamotion made

byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilwoman Bullock.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


