
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:33PMONFEBRUARY 08, 2022, BYWEB-XDUETOCOVID-19.  

THOSE PRESENT:  Mayor Robert R. Rappold, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile,  
Secretary Susan Miller, ITDirector, BillKelly, Assistant ITDirector, AmyEvans, Council Members:  Cody
Reedy, TomSopher, Robert Dunlap, BobCanter, Kevin Price, Sherrie Hunter, andJanine Bullock.  The
following Department Heads werepresent:  Captain Parsons ofBeckley FD, ChiefChristian ofBeckley PD
Controller, Jessica Chandler, andCaptain Morgan.  

TheMayor reminded thepublic that theywillbeabletomake comments when invited todoso
byeitherpressing *3ontheir phone andtheircallwillbetaken intheorder itisreceived, orif
viewing bycomputer ortablet, raising yourhandbyrightclicking yourname andchoosing
Raise Hand".   

TheMayor called themeeting toorderat6:33p.m. Council members, Department Heads and

thepublic joined themeeting byWEB-Xeither fromtheircomputer, orbyphone, using the

weblink orphone number provided thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage at

Beckley.orgortheCity’sFacebook page.  

Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheregular Council meeting dated

January 25, 2022, copies ofwhich hadbeendistributed toeachmember. Council unanimously approved

theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Sopher andseconded byCouncilman Price.  

Next theMayor explained that theinvoice forthetruck that theCitypurchased fortheLillian James

Learning Center hadaprice increase.  Theoriginal costwas $43,000.00.  However, duetosupply chain

issues theinvoice increased by $4,419.00.   Thenewinvoice amount is $47,419.08.  TheMayor asked fora

motion toapprove theprice increase, which wasmade byCouncilman Dunlap, seconded byCouncilwoman

Hunter andunanimously approved byCouncil.   

Nextwasthefirst reading bytitleonlybyMr. FileanOrdinance Amending CityofBeckley CodeChapter

2, Sec.2-509AndSec. 2-510Increasing From $15Kto $25KTheRequirement OfFormal BidProcedures For

ThePurchase ofGoods.  Theordinance wasunanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made by

Councilman Price andseconded byCouncilman Dunlap.  

Nextwasthefirstreading bytitleonlybyMr. FileanOrdinance Amending CityofBeckley CodeChapter

13, Article XIII. Hotel TaxToIncorporate TheMarketplace Facilitator IntoThisChapter.  Theordinance was

unanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilman

Reedy.  

Nextwasthefirstreading bytitleonlybyMr. FileanOrdinance Authorizing theCityOfBeckley To

Accept AsAGiftFrom Harper Rentals, Inc. RealProperty Identified AsLot25, MainStreet (Commonly

Known AsTheWJLS Building).  TheMayor stated theCitywillberesponsible forthenewroof.  Mr. File

confirmed that theCitywillberesponsible topayforthenewroof.  Amotion wasmade byCouncilman

Canter andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter toaccept theordinance onthefirst reading.  Councilman

Reedy stated thathehassome concerns thathewould likeCouncil toconsider before thesecond reading of

thisordinance.  Thecondition ofthebuilding concerns himduetotheroof leak.  Thepossibility ofroof

trusses, joists, andoldroofing systems being rotten areofconcern tohim.  Theweight ofthetowers on

theroofisalsoofconcern tohim.  TheMayor said thatMr. Trump, Recorder-Treasurer hascontacted several

contractors about estimates toreplace theroofandtheoneestimate hereceived wasapproximately $400K.   

TheMayor said thatifherecalls correctly, hethinks thatMr. Bickey hasanestimate togettheroof replaced

forapproximately $120 - $140K.  Mr. Trump stated thatseveral months agohe, Board ofPublic Works

Director JerryStump, Walter Peplowski, andafewother employees fromtheBoard ofPublic Works



accompanied aroofing contractor (that theCityhadpreviously utilized) tolookattheroof.  Thecontractor

andWalter climbed theroofandthey looked underneath.  Nosignificant problems weredetected.  Mr.   

Trump stated that thisdoesnotmean thatproblems arenotthere.  Mr. Trump further stated thathethinks that

Councilman Reedy makes agoodpointandwemaynotknow until further work takes place.  Mr. Trump said

thathethinksMr. Bickey would allow theCitytolookattheroofagain. Councilman Reedy asked ifMr.   

Trump would provide Council copies oftheapproximate $400K estimate.  Councilman Reedy alsoasked for

acopyoftheestimate thatMr. Bickey obtained forapproximately $120 – $140K.  Mr. Trump said thathe

willdohisbest toprovide that information.  Withnofurther discussion regarding theordinance, theMayor

asked foravotewhich wasunanimously approved byCouncil.  These ordinances arehereby incorporated

intothese minutes.  Mr. Filestated that thesecond readings andpublic hearings onthethree ordinances

will takeplaceonFebruary 22, 2022.    









OLDBUSINESS:  TheMayor extended aninvitation toCouncil members toattend acelebration ofBlack

History Month intheCouncil chambers attheCityHall inOakHillSaturday, February 12, 2022, at6p.m.  

Thecelebration honoring Quincy Madison willbeFebruary 19, 2022, at1:00p.m. atCentral Baptist Church.    

Lastweek theMayor presented aProclamation inrecognition ofHenry Dickerson, a1969 graduate of

Woodrow Wilson HighSchool whoplayed intheNBA.  Councilman Canter asked when theoriginal target

date forcompletion oftheremodeling andopening ofFruitsofLabor is.  TheMayor said that itwasFebruary

14, 2022.  However, because Tammy Jordan hasexperienced shipping delays duetoCOVID, thenew

targeted opening date maybeinearlyspring.  BillieTrump, Recorder-Treasurer, said thatanymaintenance

issues theCity isresponsible forprior tothebusiness opening havebeencompleted bytheCity.  TheMayor

stated that theCity ishopeful that theparking lotsacross fromFruitsofLabor andEarwood Street willget

paved bytheBoard ofPublic Works once theasphalt plants resume operations inApril.    

NEW BUSINESS:  There wasnonewbusiness.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  KellyElkins, Director ofS.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive

Decisions) asked fortheMayor'spermission toput "Tobacco FreeZone" signage intheCityparks.  The

Mayor asked CityAttorney, Mr. File, ifthiswould beokayandMr. Filesaiditis.  Brian Brown questioned

thetermsoftheleasewithFruitsofLaborandwhat theCity'scontingency plan isifFruitsofLabor fails.  He

alsoasked about theacquisition andremodeling costs.  Heasked whytheCityiscontinuing topurchase real

estate when certain streets intheCityareunder water.  TheMayor stated thathedoesnothave this

information readily available, buttheinformation isavailable andisnosecret.  TheMayor asked ifthere

wereanyother public comments.  With there being nofurther public comments, theMayor adjourned the

meeting at7:05onamotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilwoman Hunter.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


