
Monuments, Murals/Public Art, Memorials/Markers – Downtown Beckley

Monument, marker or unique site = black; Mural/Public Art = red

Word Park:

      

– General Alfred Beckley statue – the statue was created by Jeff Gallimore in 2004 to honor the founder 
of Beckley (1838) and Raleigh County (1850).

– Jim Word marker – Word Park was named for Jim Word, a life-long resident, banker, Beckley Area 
Foundation founder, and philanthropist who encouraged community service.

– Blue Star Memorial By-Way – a tribute to Armed Forces placed by the Phymosia Garden Club. The Blue 
Star Memorial Program was started by Women’s Clubs in 1945 following World War II to honor men and 
women who served in US Armed Forces. Blue Stars were an icon on flags and banners.

– Margaret Sayre marker to honor her for beautification efforts in the community

-9-11 Memorial Steel from the World Trade Center – This Steel was recovered from the terrorist attack 
on the World Trade Center in New York City on September 11, 2001. Designated “I-0158” by the NY Port 
Authority, The Steel is 8’ long, 32” tall, 12” thick and weighs approximately 1,058 pounds. Research 
points that is came from the North Tower from somewhere between the 40th and 45th floors near one of 
the 99 elevators that were in each of the Twin Towers. The Steel is mounted on a custom, hand built, 
support constructed locally. The solid, single granite slab weighs over 9,000 pounds. All of this sets on a 
foundation of steel reinforced concrete that is about 16” thick. The total cost was $12,000 and was 
funded by the City of Beckley, Raleigh County Commission, Beckley Area Foundation, Dan Bickey and 
other numerous contributors.  It was dedicated September 11, 2011.  A memorial ceremony takes place 
at the monument each year on September 11. 



Leslie C. Gates Place: This segment of street was named after Leslie C. Gates, a reputable professional 
engineer and visionary.  He earned a Purple Heart serving in the Army.  This Spirit of Beckley honoree 
was instrumental in seeking funding for the Federal Building and other local projects. 

    

– Geometric Mural at Leslie C Gates Place - Organized by WVSU Community Development Extension 
Agent Christine Kinder; Sponsored by Downtown Beckley Business Association and Sherwin Williams; 
Designed by artist Valerie Spears; Painting volunteers included Independence Middle School art 
students and instructor Carolyn Buzbee painted during the Kids Classic Festival 2017.

  

– Beckley Police Department monument honors fallen police officers (Det. Charles E. Smith, II (2006), 
Sgt. David L. Lilly (1975), and Patrolman Carl D. Buckland (1959)) – In Valor There Is Hope – The lion 
monument was dedicated in 2019 at the new police department.

– Freedom Tree planted at the Federal complex in memory of 9-11-01 by the Raleigh County Garden 
Council planted in 2002.



Prince Street / McManus Trail:

       

– Children’s fitness activities painted on the trail near Prince Street– hop, skip, jump – painted by I-Heart 
Church in 2018, organized by Extension Agent Christine Kinder (promoting a healthier community 
initiative), sponsored by the Downtown Beckley Business Association, funded by Try This WV

– Bicycle Art along the trail – bike rim flowers at intersections where the McManus Trail crosses 3 
streets – Organized by Extension Agent Christine Kinder (promoting a healthier community initiative), 
sponsored by the Downtown Beckley Business Association, funded by Try This WV, constructed by local 
Boy Scout troop 16 with help from Kinder and Jill Moorefield;  Also, note other bike art (not at this 
intersection): Bicycle Arch on the shelter beside of Eisenhower Drive created by Pubic Works; Compass 
by Boy Scout Troop 16 near North Kanawha Street; Snowmen made from rims Christmas decorations, 
scouts, parks & rec; Bike rim tree at the Beckley Sanitary Board (will show later in the tour)

      

– Welcome Center and trail map sign – trail map sign (planned by Active SWV’s BPAC committee and 
Public Works); Trail Welcome / Volunteer center rehab in 2019 was led by Vickie Webb along with Public 
Works, Parks & Rec, Downtown Business Association and other volunteers.  The center hopes to offer a 
bike share program and trail activities in the future. The building was formerly known as the Naff 
building and housed the Naff family business. 

           



3rd Ave Art Park – McManus Trail:

     

- Colorful steps – painted by WVU Tech students during Community Service Orientation, August 2018

- Compass designs on the trail organized by Extension Agent Christine Kinder (Promoting a healthier 
community initiative), sponsored by the Downtown Beckley Business Association, funded by Try This 
WV, two compasses were painted on the trail – one at the 3rd Ave Art Park below the steps by Christine 
Kinder and another compass near the intersection of Kanawha Street (Christine Kinder, Jill Moorefield, 
Joe Guffy, Barry Spurlock, with Boy Scout Troop 16

Murals to the right of the steps:

     

- Flowers by Ward 2 Council member Ann Worley along with youth in the community painted the 
flowers in 2018

- Sunrise Mural – designed by Ridgeview Elementary art teacher Kimberley Sexton, painted by 5th 
graders at Ridgeview Elementary School in May 2019 – to encourage the community to Rise Up; with 
help from Christine Kinder and Ann Worley

- Beckley Pride mural – design by Shane Pierce and Christine Kinder; painted by Beckley Pride members 
in 2019

Murals on the left of the steps:

 


